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Wbanon: No deal without Syria 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon will stick with 
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aoabeOigerency agreement signed by Jordan and Israel m 
Washington on Monday. The Jordanian-lsraeli agreement and” 
Palestinian autonomy accord signed with Israel in May left Syria 
sod Lebanon out in the oold in Middle East peace negotiations! 
Mr .Hrawj told the British Broadcasting Con»ratiolvArabfc 
service that be was sony tor the breakdown of Arab eooit&iaiioa 
to die peace tafles. He called for an Israeli whbdraSd^Tan 
occupied area of South Lebanon before security arrangements 
wi* Israel could be chscnssed (see page 2). j^todwhefoer 
Lebanon would go it alone and negotiate a peace treaty with 
Israel, Mr. Hrawi said Lebanon was “committed to a comprehen- 
sive peace and we stand fast with our commitment to Syria. They 
(fooT advance without us and we don't sign ahead of them. This is 
our final and unequivocal position.” 
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Regent: Peace should benefit people 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, said Tuesday the real test for the developments in the 
peace process is whether real gains for the people can be achieved 
m the future. Addressing participants in a conference for Arab 
American Univeisity Graduates (see story on page 3), the Regent 
urged Arab Americans to play a larger role in explaining Arab 
causes to the American public opinion and improving the 
stereotype perception of Islam in the West. He also urged them 
during a luncheon at AJ Hashimych Palace to contribute to 
scientific research and studies and take part in setting up research 
and information centres in Jordan and the rest of the Arab World. 
The Crown Prince called on participants in the conference not to 
limit their activities to the gathering and to address other 
important issues in the Kingdom, pointing to the role played by AJ 
al Beit University in conducting studies about democracy, shura, 
MusHm-Christian relations and Islamic positions. The Crown 
Prince expressed the belief that the gap with advanced societies 
can be bridged, especially in terms of utilising available resources 
and funds. 
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King and Rabin address U.S. Congress 

Both leaders reaffirm unwavering commitment to peace in Mideast 
HM says Jordan seeks ‘normality and humanity’ as prevailing order 

Clinton restates 


fy a Jwfaa Tunes Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin on Tues- 
day emphatically reaffirmed 
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baby lost weight 
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a rare appearance before a 
joint session of the U.S. Con- 
gress, sealing the Washington 
Declaration they signed one 
day earlier. 


While the King declared to 
the American legislators in 
die packed chamber that “the 
gate of war between Israel 
and Jordan is over,” Mr. 
Rabin proclaimed, “Let us 


today be victorious in ending 
war.” 

It was an unprecedented 
dual appearance before the 
U.S. Congress by the two 
leaders after 46 years of fritter 
conflict. 

While the King’s speech 
focused mainly on Jordan’s 
quest for peace and the hu- 
man side of the conflict in the 
region and enthusiastically 
spoke about a fundamental 
change in the Middle Eastern 
political map, Mr. Rabin de- 
voted a good part of his 
address to the theme of 
Israeli lives lost in war. 

Mr. Rabin’s speech was 
unmistakenly meant to be a 


See page 7 for foil texts of King Hussein’s and Mr. Rabin’s 


reminder of the Jewish argu- 
ment of being haunted mid 
persecuted over the centuries 
and paying a high price for 
Israel’s “survival” in a hostile 
Middle East. 

Mr. Rabin also sought to 
underline Israel’s claim that 
Jerusalem is its “eternal, in- 
divisible capital” by repeat- 
ing “we have come from 
Jerusalem to Washington ...” 
and referring to Amman and 
the Holy City on similar 
equating terms. 

Both leaders received 
standing ovations from the 
audience, and the King was 
visibly overcome by the en- 
thusiastic response and repe- 

(Cantimxd from page 7) 



pledge to Jordan 


Hb Mqjesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime 
MMster Yitzhak Rabbi receive applause from 
members of die U.S. Congress at their joint 


appearance in the legislature on Tuesday (AFP 
photo) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clin- 
ton on Tuesday again prom- 
ised His Majesty King Hus- 
sein that he was committed to 
helping Jordan relieve its 
U.S. debt and meet its de- 
fence needs. 

At a news conference with 
King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mr. Clinton described 


the two leaders as “heroes of 
peace” and said “America 
will stand by those who take 
risks for peace.” 

President Clinton already 
is committed to forgiving 
$680 million Jordan owes the 
United States. Israel, mean- 
while, is the laigest recipient 
of U.S. economic and milit- 
ary aid, more than S3 billion 
a year. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Rabin sharply condemned 

(Continued from page 7) 


Jordan In throes of transformation process after historic Washington events 


From George Hawatmeh in Washington 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein’s series of meetings 
over the past two days with 
U.S. President Bin Clinton 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, coupled 
with his historic address to 
a joint session of Congress, 
are . the be ginning of a 
ttpsformation process in 
Ionian's modern 4 history 
which could bring with it 
trenuutgous political and 
econqoHC benefits to this 
c oun t ry and its people. 

The aiding of tiie state of 
a war with Israel, and the 


political circumstances in 
which this has been accom- 
■ plished, indicate that foe 
“mentality of survival” 
which has governed Jorda- 
nian thinking for many de- 
cades has come to a dose, 
heralding in the process a 
new era of progressive 
dynamics at home mid posi- 
tive interaction with the 

'-rest of^the worldr — 

There are, of course, ele- 
ments Of risk involved in 
what the King aptly called, 
in his speech to foe Con- 
gress yesterday, the state of 


progression from a state of 
war to peace. But it is 
exactly because Jordan is 
taking such risks that foe 
United States, at least, is 
willing and ready “to walk 
foe final miles” with us, as 
President Clinton stated in 
his South Lawn speech on 
Monday. 

Jordanian leaders who 
are accompanying His 
Majesty oa~ four trip *a»' 
both downsizing ana pre- 
pared to take the risks, for 
foe “time has come any- 
way” to put Jordan “back 
on foe map” and ensure for 


Despite the risks, Kingdom stands to reap tremendous advantages 


its people their rights, 
whether in territory, water, 
security, development or 
progress. 

“What we are doing here 
is trying to put Jor danian 
interests above everything 
else,” says Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majah. “No- 
body else will do it for us 
-otherwise,” he adds, stres- 
sing that Jordan at the 
same time was neither com- 
promising Arab interests 
nor undermining the cause 
of Arab nationalism. 


Although it appears that 
officials have not yet begun 
articulating an offensive in 
information policy to 
match foe political initia- 
tives of recent days, prefer- 
ring instead to remain more 
on the defensive side, it is 
well understood by the 
leadership generally that 
what the King has decided 
to achieve here in the U.S. 
capital will be pursued in 
vigour and determination 
on all state levels. 

The view, held by some 


Jordanians, that develop- 
ments were taking place at 
too fast a pace, is taken 
well into consideration by 
foe leadership. The differ- 
ence in pace, however, has 
not been a high priority 
issue compared to the im- 
mediate and ultimate 
objectives that have been 
set for the Washington 
round of historic events. 

Take, for instance, foe 
question of whether Jordan 
had to go beyond ending 
the state of belligerency 


with Israel to declare the 
end of the state of war, 
which entail different legal 
interpretations, as far as 
experts are concerned. The 
outstanding political con- 
sideration here was the 
American factor, namely 
whether the U.S. adminis- 
tration and Congress, 
wonld have not liked Jor- 
dan to go beyond the first 
into foe second in order to 
cut a final deal on scrap- 
ping foe Kingdom’s $750m 
debt and supplying the 


armed forces with new 
weapons. 

When it became appa- 
rent to His Majesty that the 
difference between foe two 
states paled in comparison 
to foe political and econo- 
mic advantages of doing 
the latter, he did not hesi- 
tate to declare the end of 
the state of war with Israel. 
The King did in fact say in 
his speech on the South 
Lawn, where the signing of 

(Continued on page 6) 


Washington Declaration sets 
framework for peace — 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
—Minister of State for Prime 
Kfixustty Affairs and Minister 
Of Information Jawad Al 
Ajuuu said Monday that foe 
Washington declaration 
Bgned Monday provides for 
Jordan and Israel to pursue 
negotiations to read) peace in 
accordance with U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. 

Those two resolutions pro- 
vde for the settlement of the 
Palestine refugees problem 
winch Jordan insists must be 
wived in its entirety, Dr. 
Anani told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

, For this purpose a joint 
committee cominising dele- 
gates from Egypt, Jordan, 
Palestine and Israel has been 
formed to discuss the dis- 
placed persons’ question in 
view of the fact that such 
implicated problems cannot 
be solved through Jordanian- 
Jsraeli negotiations alone. 
Dr. Anani said. 

“Jordan is keen to see the 


refugees problem solved fair- 
ly and to the satisfaction of 
the refugees who should 
either be offered foe right to 
repatriation or compensa- 
tion,” he said. 

He expressed the view that 
this problem anil take a long 
time to settle but will be 
handled under the 
framework of the U.N. re- 
solutions. 

Referring to the clause on 
negotiations on economic 
matters. Dr. Anani said that 
it entails working towards en- 
ding all forms of economic 
boycotts. 

What the two sides agreed 
on, he added, is to work 
towards achieving tins goal 
and abolishing boycotts 
which are of two kinds: One 
that has now become no 
more justified that which per- 
tains to boycotting world 
companies with investments 
in Israel and one which calls 
for boycotting international 
firms that employ Israeli- 
made inputs and components 


in their industries. 

With regard to the ques- 
tion of Jerusalem and the 
holy places the declaration 
has made it dear that Israel 
respects foe special role of 
Jordan and foe Kingdom’s 
historic rights in supervising 
these holy places, foe minis- 
ter said. 

“This clause was necessary 
to underline Jordan’s keen- 
ness on its role and reflects 
King Hussein’s determina- 
tion to keep the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al Aqsa Mos- 
que among other shrines 
under foe care of the Awqaf 
department, winch is run by 
tile Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic affairs in Amman ,” 
foe minister said. 

The Palestinians and the 
Israelis, be said, have de- 
cided to delay discussion over 
foe status of Jerusalem until 
after foe end of foe self-rule 
term. The King, in bis drive 
to safeguard the holy places 

(Continued from page 7) 


^Deputies reaffirm support for 
peace ; political parties differ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein’s visit 
to the United States and his 
eff orts to establish a just, 
Comprehensive and durable 
Peace m the region and en- 
core Jordan’s sovereignty 
“'Wits territories and water 
Motived wide public support. 
^Several deputies hailed foe 
King’s visit as an important 
®cp to push the peace pro- 
*ss in foe region. 

^Deputy Abdul Hafeth Al 
‘**Jfoanbeh said the King’s 
Nation to go to the United 
Slates was foe culmination of 
ate Jordanian leadership’s 
5°®? for achieving a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace in the region, and not a 
kroporary truce. 

Dr. Shakhanbeb voiced 
that the King’s efforts 
Jfll not only lead to restora- 
Of the occupied Jorda- 
p territories and regaining 
■tonjan’s water rights, but 
jjbii to finding solutions to 
jj* major problem, the prob- 
of the refugees and dis- 


placed persons, 'and enabling 
them to go back to their 
homeland and exercise their 
legitimate rights. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh expressed 
hope that foe meeting the 
King held with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin will 
culminate in a peace treaty 
acceptable to all Arab parties 
concerned, including the 
Palestinians. 

He voiced tope that the 
United States and Europe 
will arrange to ensure the 
forgiveness of a great part of 
Jordan's foreign debt. 

Deputy Samih Al Farah 
described the Washington 
summit as a turning point in 
foe Arab-Isrneli conflict and 
voiced hope that it wfll result 
in economic gains for Jordan 
including debt forgiveness 
and foreign aid and invest- 
ments is Jordan. 

Mr. Farah said foe restora- 
tion of Jordan’s territory and 
its water was an important 
factor in ensuring regional 
stability. He said a peace 


treaty between Jordan and 
farad is set to end foe state of 
war and save much of Jor- 
dan’s resources, which will 
then be channelled to de- 
velopment. 

Deputy Taha Habahbeh 
said Jordan was seeking the 
implementation of United 
Nations Security Council re- 
solutions. 

He added that Jordan did 
not act unilaterally when it 
decided to attend the peace 
talks. 

“What Jordan is doing now 
is its natural right,” he said. 
He added that the Jordanian 
leadership reflects foe hopes 
and aspirations of the Jorda- 
nian people. 

Deputy Nazih Ammarin 
said foe decisive and impor- 
tant political decision on Jor- 
dan’s security and ex is tence 
should be taken in isolation 
of passions and wishes. 

“The decision shook! arise 
from the country’s higher in- 

(Confomed an page 6) 


Sharaa: No ‘real’ 
peace without Syria 


PARIS (Agencies) — Lasting 
peace in foe Middle East is 
impossible without Syria, de- 
spite the Washington Deo 
laration formally ending the 
state of war between Israel 
and Jordan, the Syrian fore- 
ign minister said here Tues- 
day. 

Farouk Al Sharaa told re- 
porters that the declaration 
and summit in Washington 
Monday between King Hus- 
sein and Israel’s Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin would not 
affect the stalled Israeli- 
Syrian track of the peace 
process. 

“To say that progress in 
the other tracks has 
weakened Syria does not cor- 
respond with reality,” Mr. 
Sharaa said after meeting 
French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur. 

“Without Syria, there will 
be no stable or lasting peace 
... and Syria remains the key 
partner of foe peace negotia- 
tions aimed at achieving a 
comprehensive settlement in 
the region.” 

He had explained to Mr. 
Bahadur that failure to make 
progress on the Syrian-faraeli 
and Lebanese- Israeli tracks 
would make it “difficult to 
keep, up the dynamics of 
peace.” 

Israel and the United 
States, the main sponsor of 
the peace process, have 
voiced hopes . that foe break- 
through with Jordan would 
lead to progress on the Syrian 
trade. 

Syria and Lebanon, where 
Damascus is a major power 
broker, have lagged behind 
the Palestinians and Jordan 
in the peace process. 

Mr. Sharaa was at the start 
of a two-day visit to France, 
following a Middle East tour 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
warren Christopher last 
week aimed at reviving the 
Israel-Syria. peace negotia- 
tions. 

In Moscow, Russian Fore- 
ign Ministry official Victor 
Posnvalyuk said Tuesday that 
Russia intended to push 
negotiations for an Israel- 
Syria peace agreement 

“Russia recognises foe im- 
portance of the Washington 
Declaration but also believes 
it is necessary to advance in 


the direction of Syria and 
Lebanon,” he told a press 
conference. 

In its role as co-sponsor of 
peace negotiations, Mr. 
Posnvalyuk said Russia 
wonld work for a “global 
resolution” of the Muddle 
East conflict daring his visit 
to Damascus and Beirut in 
mid-August 

In Damascus, foe govern- 
ment remained silent over 
the Jordanian-lsraeli peace 
breakthrough in Washington 
.but, in a possible taboo- 
shattering omen, let the 
countty see it on TV. 

Syria has criticised Jordan 
and foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) for 
negotiating peace deals with 
Israel. 

But despite its reserva- 
tions, President Hafez Al 
Assad’s government main- 
tains that foe Jordanian- 
lsraeli meeting will not 
seriously affect Syria’s posi- 
tion. 

Perhaps in a sign of things 
to come, foe government for 
foe first time allowed its 
citizens a long look at an 
Israeli leader on television. 
The state-run station aired 
die speeches by King Hus- 
sein, Mr. Rabin and Presi- 
dent Clinton, the summit 
host. 

Layla Mohammad, a uni- 
versity student, was more 
philosophical — and less cri- 
tical. 

“It was a good move, but I 
wish that foe Arab leaders 
would get closer one to foe 
other,” she said. 

Despite the Syrian govern- 
ment’s silence, foe agreement 
got lots of print but poor 
reviews in the newspapers, 
which mirror government 
thinking. 

The Tishrin daily splashed 
the story across six columns, 
declaring Monday “a black 
day in Jordan’s history,” a 
slogan borrowed from a small 
anti-peace demonstration in 
Amman. 

Like other newspapers, 
Tishrin reported most of foe 
developments matter-of- 
factiy showing photographs 
of foe two leaders shaking 

hands. ‘ 

(Continued on page 6) 


Jordan says its role in 
Jerusalem is unpoliticised 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Jordanian officials said Tues- 
day foe Israeli acknowledge- 
ment of a “special” Jorda- 
nian role in Jerusalem had no 
political connotations. 

“We know that the PLO 
blesses the Jordanian role of 
guardianship over foe Islamic 
holy sites in Jerusalem,” said 
Rafiq Al Khatib, head of the 
Jordanian -run Waqf, or reli- 
gious endowments organisa- 
tion, in the Holy Qty. 

“So far the Palestinians 
have .not sought any rote for 
themselves in the Waqf, and 
we don’t believe that Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) have any 
sensitivities over Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Khatib fold the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Izzeddine Tamimi, the 
King’s adviser on religious 
affairs, said a document 
signed between King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin in Washington 
on Tuesday was merely “a 


reaffirmation of the role 
undertaken by the Jordanian 
Hasbemites in the upkeep of 
Islamic holy shrines in Jeru- 
salem.” 

“It is also a reaffirmation 
that, naturally, foe Jordanian 
guardianship of the holy 
shrines in Jerusalem will not 
cease,” Sheikh Tamimi said. 

The Jordanian comments 
came shortly after PLO offi- 
cials said the reference to 
Jerusalem in the Washington 
document violated the Israel- 
PLO autonomy accord. 

The autonomy pact, signed 
in Washington in September, 
established Palestinian self- 
role in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. Talks are under way 
to spread self-rule through- 
out the West Bank but nego- 
tiations on the status of Jeru- 
salem itself have been put off 
until later. 

The city, which is holy to 
Christians, Jews and Mus- 
lims, will be the subject of 
talks beginning in the third 


year of the five-year auton- 
omy period. 

Analysts said the Washing- 
ton document could also ruf- 
fle Saudi King Fahd, who 
carries foe title “custodian of 
foe two holy places” — Mec- 
ca and Medina in Saudi Ara- 
bia — and would like to 
spread his influence to Jeru- 
salem. 

King Hussein renounced 
all claims to the West Bank in 
1988, but retained his links 
with the Islamic holy shrines 
in Arab East Jerusalem by 
continuing to pay millions of 
dollars to the Waqf in foe 
city. 

Since then he repeatedly 
has said he will not let go of 
the Hashemite claim to guar- 
dianship of the Islamic holy 
shrines and will accept “the- 
sovereignty of no one but 
God’s” over the holy sites. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
meanwhile lobbied Arab 

(Continued on page 6) 


Arab League, U.N. welcome 
Jordan- Israel declaration 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Arab League on Tuesday 
welcomed the signing of a 
peace declaration between 
Israel and Jordan ending 46 
years of hostilities between 
foe two countries, and said it 
was “an important develop- 
ment” in the Arab-Isracli 
peace process. 

“The signing ... in 
Washington represents an 
important development in 
the stages of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict,” Arab League 
Secretary General Esmet 
Abdul Meguid said. 

“The Arab League sup- 
ports any Arab country who 
retrieves its legitimate 
rights,” he added. 

The joint declaration, 
signed by King Hussein and, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on the White 
House lawn Monday, is a 
step towards a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement. Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said. 


He added that it should be 
followed by similar progress 
in the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks of the peace process. 

On Monday, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
also hailed foe Jordan-Israei 
pact but warned that there 
would not be comprehensive 
peace until there is progress 
with Syria and Lebanon. 

U-N- Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali also welcomed 
the Washington Declaration. 

“The secretary-general 
warmly welcomes foe signing 
of the Washington Declara- 
tion between Jordan and 
Israel. He applauds the 
statesmanship shown by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin which culminated in 
foe historic signing ceremony 
ax the White House. He is 
very encouraged by this new 
development and hopes this 
will accelerate foe process of 
achieving a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East,” Dr. Ghali said 


in a statement. 

The Japanese government 
said: “the signing of the 
Washington Declaration is an 
accomplishment following 
the declaration of the princi- 
ples on the Palestinian in- 
terim self-government in the 
West Bank and foe Gaza 
Strip in September last year 
and foe start of the Palesti- 
nian interim self-government 
in May this year in foe Mid- 
dle East peace process which 
began in October 1991.” 

“The government of Japan 
heartly welcomes tins and 
highly values the efforts 
made by the negotiators and 
foe countries which co-hosted 
foe peace process.” a govern- 
ment statement said. 

“The government of Japan 
hopes that this declaration 
wiU have a good effect on the 
peace negotiations between 
Israel and Syria as well as 
those between Israel and 
Lebanon, and mark a fresh 
step towards a comprehen- 
sive peace,” it said. 
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Beirut negotiators await 
Israeli withdrawal pledge 


BEIRUT (R) — Artillery 
duels often devastate parts of 
South Lebanon as guerrillas 
harass Israeli troops on the 
Middle East's last battle line, 
but the Beirut government 
seems in no rush to speed up 
peace talks that could send 
the Israelis packing. 

While Israel signed an 
autonomy deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) last year and 
Jordan is making strides to- 
wards peace, the Lebanese- 
Israeli track has been frozen 
for months. 

Just as Syria is seeking an 
Israeli pledge to pull out of 
the Golan Heights before 
there can be a breakthrough 
in peace talks, Beirut de- 
mands an Israeli commitment 
to withdraw from South 
Lebanon before it will discuss 
ways and means to peace. 

When U.S. Ambassador 
Mark Hambiey asked 
' Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi this month to raise the 
level of peace talks to foreign 
minister level, Mr. Hrawi re- 
fused, Lebanese sources said. 

Last week, when U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher repeated the re- 
quest to Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad, he replied 
that both Syria and Lebanon 
would consider raising the 
level of their delegations only 
when there was progress on 
the two tracks, the sources 
said. 

Mr. Assad, whose 35,000 


troops in Lebanon make him 
the country's ultimate power 
broker, personally asked Mr. 
Christopher for an Israeli 
commitment to withdraw 
from its occupation zone in 
South Lebanon and the Be- 
kaa Valley. 

The Syrian president 
promised that once the 
pledge was made he would 
ask Mr. Hrawi to form a joint 
Lebanese-Israeli military 
committee to work out secur- 
ity measures safeguarding 
northern Israel against guer- 
rilla attack, and a reasonable 
timetable for an Israeli pull- 
out. 

Israel's repeated demands 
in the past for formation of 
the committee have met 
Lebanese demands for an 
Israeli commitment to with- 
draw. 

Each time, the Israelis rep- 
ly that they will make the 
commitment once Beirut dis- 


bands the Hizbollah group 
whose 2,000 Iranian-trained 


and equipped guerrillas 
harass its troops daily in 
South Lebanon. 

Israel says it will take the 
next step in peace negotia- 
tions only after that, when 
the frontier zone has been 
quiet for six months. 

Lebanon replies that Hiz- 
bollah has a perfect right to 
resist occupation. 

Because of the deadlock. 
Mr. Christopher has not 
bothered to visit Lebanon on 
- his last three Middle East 


swings. 

But on Saturday, Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sbaraa came to Beirut to tell 
Lebanese officials that this 
time Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Christopher discussed the 
Lebanese trade at length. 

According to Lebanese 
sources, Mr. Assad told Mr. 
Christopher that if there is 
peace between Syria,- Leba- 
non and Israel, Syria and 
Lebanon will sign together. 
He said neither country will 
sign before the other. 

Beirut’s bottom line is the 
land-for-peace principle on 
which die Middle East peace 
process was launched at the 
Madrid conference in De- 
cember 1991. 

And the basis for that, 
Lebanese officials say, is an 
Israeli commitment to abide 
by U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 425. which demands 
its unconditional withdrawal 
from Lebanon. 

Once that is done, Leba- 
non says there will be no 
problem in disbanding Hiz- 
bollah and establishing secur- 
ity on the frontier. 

“The day Israel accepts the 
principle of withdrawal, this 
resistance will have no more 
cause and the Lebanese gov- 
ernment will have all normal 
authority to implement secur- 
ity in the whole of South 
Lebanon,” a senior Lebanese 
official told Reuters recently. 
“There is a Lebanese com- 
mitment to that.” 


Row over wording delaying 
Iraq- Turkey pipeline deal 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
deal to flush the Iraq-Turkey 
pipeline is being hampered 
by a dispute over humanita- 
rian supplies to be bought 
with the crude pumped out, 
the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said Mon- 
day. 

Baghdad does hot want 
any reference to “equitable 
distribution” — : in particular 
to the KurdsrrVin the resolu- 
tion to be 'drafted ,h)i the 
U.N. Security .Cq^ijaL. on 
the grounds that such a men- 
tion would infringe its 
sovereignty, MEES said. 

But the United States in- 
sists there should be a dear 
mention of equitable dis- 
tribution, with specific assur- 
ances that the Kurds, who are 
led by groups hostile to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, would 
receive their fair share. 


The remainder of the funds 
would be divided equally be- 
tween Iraq and Turkey, with 
Ankara providing Baghdad 
with humanitarian goods 
equivalent in value to Iraq's 
share so that no cash would 
be handed over. 


Iraqi President Saddam 
.Hussein has formed a min- 
isterial commission to stop 
Iraqi pharmacists cashing in 
on medicines distributed by 
the state at cheap' prices. 

In a cabinet on Sunday, be 
asked for suggestions on ways 
to guarantee that medical 
supplies were handed out at 
prices determined by the 
state as patients now find it 
hard to pay the exorbitant 
rates the pharmacists ask. 


Greek offer was made to 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz who visited 
Attfaens this week. 

Mr. Aziz, President Sad- 
dam's foreign affairs anchor- 
man, passed through Jordan 
on his way bade nome on 
Monday. He was not avail- 
able for comment while in 
Amman. 


s The Iraqi and Greek 
embassies here said they had 
no information on the Greek 
offer, which apparently came 
in return for Iraqi pleas to 
Athens to help lift the sanc- 
tions. 


Turkish diplomats are con- 
tinuing their efforts at the 
United Nations to reach a 
compromise, the Cyprus- 
based newsletter said. 

Turkey shut down the 
pipeline system on Aug. 7, 
1990, in compliance with a 
U.N. oil and trade embargo 
imposed on Iraq after its in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 


Iraq says it is facing an 
acute shortage of medical 
supplies which it blames on 
the sanctions. 

Babel, a newspaper pub- 
lished by President Saddam’s 
eldest son Uday, admitted 
that drug prices bad soared 
far beyond what ordinary 
citizens can afford. 


One of the Arab diplo- 
mats, speaking in exchange 
for anonymity, said the 
socialist government in 
Athens “promised the Iraqis 
that it could provide them 
with experitse and help to 
rebuild their nation after the 
sanctions are lifted.” 


If the United Nations 
approves the flushing opera- 
tion. 27 million barrels of 
crude would be pumped over 
six months from the double 
pipeline system which links 
the Kirkuk fields in northern 
Iraq to the Turkish oil ter- 
minal of Yumurtalik on the 
Mediterranean, MEES said. 


Babel did not say what 
measures the government 
would take against pharma- 
cists who overcharge but 
traders and retailers not abid- 
ing by government-set prices 
face up to one year in prison. 

The medical black market 
is growing in Baghdad with 
different kinds of medicines 
being sold by pavement ven- 
dors. 


“The Greeks also prom- 
ised that they would provide 
Iraq with sophisticated con- 
struction machinery," the di- 
plomat said without specify- 
ing the nature of the machin- 
ery or whether their dispatch 
to Iraq would be in violation 
of the sanctions. 


An Egyptian trade delega- 
tion is to visit Iraq in the next 
few days for the first time 
since the 1990-91 Gulf crisis, 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency reported. 


The crude will be proces- 
sed and consumed within 
Turkey, and the money 
generated will be deposited 
in a U.N. escrow account, 
with 30 per cent of the pro- 
ceeds going to the U.N.- 
controlled Gulf war com- 
pensation fond, and another 
portion to cover U.N. ex- 
penses in Iraq, the weekly 
added. 


U.N. and non- 
governmental humanitarian 
agencies supply part of Iraq’s 
medical supplies. 

In Amman, Greek diplo- 
mats said Greece had prom- 
ised Iraq sophisticated 
■ machinery and expertise to 
rebuild the country’s infras- 
tructure, devastated by the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

The diplomats told the 
Associated Press that the 


The delegation, made up 
of representatives from pri- 
vate and public companies , 
will discuss the export of 
priority products to Iraq, the 
agency said in a report from 
Baghdad. 


The cost of the exports will 
be charged to Iraqi accounts 
frozen abroad, it said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak made repeated 
appeals for an end to “the 
Iraqi people’s suffering” in 
tthe past few months. 



V--. 


An Israeli water skier waves an Israeli and a 
Jor dani an flag dnrinfc a — U ni peace hap- 
pening in the Red Sen Monday. A flotilla of 
20 small cr af ts c o vered in bad and 


Jordanian flags sailed from the Israefi resort of 
Eflal to the Jordanian ter ri tor ia l waters to 
celebrate the IsraeB-Jordanian summit (AFP 
photo) 


Jordanians jubilant over summit 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — U1 illation filled 
the air when Televisions 
broadcast live images of King 
Hussein exchanging warm 
handshakes and back-pats in 
a White House ceremony 
with the leader of Israel, Jor- 
dan's enemy for nearly half a 
century. 


The fervour appeared a 
setback to expectations of 
Muslim fundamentalists and 
other peace opponents that 
King Hussein had gone too 
for and too quickly for his 
subjects. 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin end the state of belli- 
gerency that has existed be- 
tween their countries since 
1948. 

‘This will lead to security 
and prosperity for us,” he- 
said, reflecting a widespread 
belief that a settlement with 
Israel will activate Jordan's 
stagnant economy, straining 
under $6.6 billion foreign 
debt' accumulated in the 
1980s. 


“Does the declaration 
mean that I can visit Israel 
next month?” asked Amal 
Baidoun, 26, a kindergarten 
teacher; as she watched TV 
at her luxurious apartment in 
Amman's suburb. 

“This should have- -taken 
place fifty years ago,” said 
Eid Marji, 45, a Amman 
bookshop salesman, who also 
watched King Hussein and 


Sand Zubeidi, 32, a con- 
tractor. said: “Our King’s 
courageous decision to meet 
with Rabin is an effort that he 
should be thanked for.” 

“He knows best what is 
good for his people and his 
nation and he has our foil 
support," added Mr. 
Zubeidi. 


i ■Mr.-'ZubeidrVreaction was 
shared by manyjwho see King 
Hussein as~ S' savfour who 
oversaw ' Jordan’s ^dCveiop- 
ment into a relatively 
prosperous and cosmopolitan 
nation from a backward, re- 
source-poor land of nomads. 


The Hussein-Rabin meet- 
ing appeared to have also 
drawn emotional reactions 
from die Kingdom’s elderly. 

Restaurant owner Nayef 
Kawash, 78, said it was the 
best thing he’d ever wit- 
nessed. 

“We suffered a lot from 
wars and it is time for the 
young generation to enjoy 
foe fruits of peace,” he said 
in tears as he sat in his chair 
taking an order from a cus- 
tomer. 

Despite the jubilation, . 
some Jordanians were cau- 
tious about the fallout from 
the White House meeting. 

“I do not know what to 
say.” said Osama Shashaa, 
50, a trader, after pausing for 
a few minutes. “Are we going 
to see real peace or one that 
carries seeds of failure?” 
f Azaam Masri; 45, manager 
of -Safeway- -stores^ grocejy, 
vra'pragnSflfcTir ms view- 

poinfeu-. ««-- — - a-- 

“What choice do we. 
have?” be said. “The state of 
no-war, no peace wasn’t 
good." 


... but also unsure of peace benefits 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Reuter 


AMMAN — A subdued and 
resigned Jordanian public 
watched the Washington 
summit on television on 
Monday, anxious for peace 
but sceptical about whether 
Israel will withdraw from 
occupied lands. 

• “I do not say I am with or 
against the peace process, I 
, am looking to practical signs of 
peace on the ground,” Fakhri 
Junedi, 35, said while watch- 
ing the Israeli-Jordanian 
summit from his bakery in 
downtown Amman. 

Mr. Juneidi and others said 
they would put behind past 
enmity only if the Jewish 
state withdrew from occupied 
Arab lands and restored 
territory occupied in the 1967 
war. 


intentions. 

Some were uncompromis- 
ing. 

Assistant pharmacist Iman 
Atta called the Washington 
declaration “just a cover for 
Israeli interests with Arab 
help.” Merchant Ali Jibril 
said be believed Israel still 
“deals with the logic of 
force.” 


ployed labourer watching 
state televirion’s live cover- 


age of the landmark summit. 
“Let us breathe air and 


Despite the handshakes 
and pledges of peace by King 
Hussein and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, most inter- 
viewed in Amman's teeming 
and poor downtown express- 
ed scepticism about Israel’s 


Others were willing to give 
the new peace a chance after 
nearly a half century of con- 
flict. 

“I have doubts about 
Israel’s intentions, but if they 
withdraw from some of our 
lands we will be ready to 
coexist with them,” said 45- 
year-old office worker Ibra- 
him Abdul Hadi. 

The enthusiasm seen in 
Washington was replaced in 
Amman by acceptance that 
Jordan and other Arab states 
could not defeat Israel on the 
battlefield and it was time to 
make peace. 


enjoy peace like everyone 
else,” Mr. Hamid said in the 
Kamel coffee shop, glancing 
at the televirion as he played 
cards with his friends. “We 
ought to have readied this 
peace 20 years ago.” 

Many saw the summit as 
the only option left to an 
Arab state with little military 
power and under intense 
U.S. pressure to end a state 
of war that has existed since 
the creation of Israel in 1948. 


“The peace on offer was 
the only choice to bring 
prosperity but it was not the 
peace we wanted to restore 
mil rights,” said Abdullah 
Hijazi, owner of a downtown 
coffee shop. 


“We have been fighting 
since 1948 without achieving 
anything and if we continue 
wars we cannot beat Israel,” 
said Majid Hamid, an unem- 


“This peace will reduce 
tension, but there will never 
be an end to the religious 
division between us and the 
Jews,” he said. “They may 
come as tourists like the rest 
but we can never make real 
friends with them.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gaza ha$ new municipal council 


riA 7 A (TTY (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafaj. 
fcsappofoted Gaza City's first murudpal «nmcd,^et 
monthTof wrangling over the paroapationof Isfom^.. 
fundamentalist factions and other groups oppowd fo hft-. 
Somy agreement with Israel The m emdir, 
composed of *n non-partisan technocrats aod is to istort-- 
o Derating shortly, Awnr Shawa, counol head, said Tuesf 
day Hesaid he Will continue efforts to bring in represented 
tivk of the four main opposition group*, 

Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas and fa 1 ”™ 0 
“For functional purposes, I prefer independents, but wft 
have to have all the political factions to make our job 
easier,” Shawa, an economist, told AFP. “The ncw coimcif 
will start functioning as of tomorrow, be said . adding that 
its first task will be to assess the needs of the city, especially'- 
its run-down public services. 


Observers prepare to leave Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — International observers are preparing 
to leave the massacre town of Hebron on Aug. 8 m ttieC. 
absence of an Israeli accord to extend their mission to boost 
security for Palestinians. "This is the right decision, that we- 
ars going home,” said Bjarno Sorenren srokesman for the 
Temporary International Presence in Hebron, we nave, 
built a relationship between the Israeli authorities and the- 
Palestinians in the dty which can continue after we have- 
left. They are the best people to solve the problems, the- 
complexities of the religions here, the mosque and the. 
settlements.” The 116 observers from Norway, Italy and 
Denmark were deployed on May 8 after a Jewish settler- 
slaughtered more than 30 Muslims in the occupied town on. 
Feb. 29. Israel reluctantly agreed to the mission which foe 
P alestinians demanded as protection for the 120,000-. 
inhabitants, but the terms of reference ruled out any: 
policing role. The observers decided against carrying^ 
pistols and when the army declared curfew they were not i 
even allowed oat. 


Egyptian police arrest militant group 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police in southern Cairo arrested 
a group of militants who were planning to kill police 
officers and other prominent people, security sources said 
on Tuesday. Police found weapons and explosives on 
members of the group, which was based in the southeastern 
suburb of Helwan. The sources gave no other details of foe 
case, such as the size of the group or when police arrested 
them. The Egyptian authorities say they are winning the 
war against militants trying to overthrow the government. 
The militan t groups have been relatively inactive sincq 
police killed militant leader Talaat Yassin Hammam in a 
raid on a Cairo flat three months ago. 


Iran, Turkey to boost cooperation 


NICOSIA (AP) — Turkey promised Tuesday it would 
prohibit exiled Iranian dissidents use of its territory for 
activities against Iran, but added it expected Tehran to 
reciprocate by according Kurdish rebels the same treat' 
merit. President Suleyman Demirel said in Tehran thaj 
“tiie enemies of the Iranian nation will not be permitted to 
use Turkish territory against neighbouring Iran, and we 
have tiie same expectation from Iran.” Mr. Demirel, wbd 
was meeting with Iran’s spiritual leader. Mr. Ayatollah Air 
Khamenei, said there was “no mistrust between Iran and 
Turkey, Tehran Radio reported. The broadcast quoted 
'Ayafolla&”K&^mi£per J as' saying that “frail believes that the 
Kyo countries, can .dreate a;friendly and trusting axmospllerfj 
in bilateral ties "by preempting the activities of their- 
‘ebferhfc^'rn each^other’? territories.”' 'Mf/ Deolirel, wfitf 
arrived in Tehran Monday for a three-day official visit, said 
that he had come to Iran to “review bilateral relations and 
to boost them,” the radio reported. He said trade, as wellH 
as regional and international issues, were on the agenda of 
his talks in Iran. 


Iraq denies holding Iranian PoWs 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq on Tuesday denied Iranian 
accusations that it was holding more than 3ft, 000 Iranian 
prisoners of war (PoWs) and countercharged that Iran 
wanted to keep Iraqi prisoners locked up, the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said. A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said the International Committee of the Red Cross would 
confirm that all Iranians captured during the 1980-1988 war 
had been freed, according to TNA monitored in Cyprus: 
The chairman of Iran’s PoW commission, Mohammad Alj 
Nazaran, said on July 13 that Tehran had proof Iraq was 
holding 31,778 Iranian prisoners, including 16,000 in secret 
camps. Mr. Nazaran also denied Baghdad’s earlier charges 
that Iran holds 20,000 Iraqi PoWs. He said 10,000 former 
Iraqi prisoners had sought political asylum in Iran and 
1,722 others had been listed as PoWs. The dispute over the 
PoWs and missing in action poses a major hurdle to 
improving relations between the former foes. 


Manila to complain to S. Arabia about contracts ! 


Philippine government is to. 
complain to the Saudi Arabian authorities about Filipino 
workers who are given different contracts when they 
arrived in the kingdom, the Foreign Department said 
Monday. In a report to the foreign affairs department, 
Philippine envoy to Saudi Arabia Romulo Espaldon said 

£ 5? f ?” ed fa y employers to sign new 
confracts which ‘indiscriminately” reduced salaries. The 

3,80 ® n ^ led w o rk conditions diffemt 
? ated ’ h - e added - He most of foe 
% make Protons for medical treatment: 
toe repatriation ofremams in case of death, and periods of 

The labo , ur department estimated there 

° yed in ^ udi Arabia ’ most of 
them as domestic helpers or construction workers. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and teas calm. 


MiuJMax. temp. 

Amman 2001 

Aqaba 23«0 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 22/36 


Yesterday's high t em peratures: 
Amman 33 Aqaba 25. Humidity 
readings: Amman 23 per cent. 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Chali Zawaidch -736011 

Dr. Kbaidoun Asfour 666873 

Dr. Bassim Qaddumi 648633 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 756988 

Fires pharmacy — 6619 12 

Fenfows pharmacy ........... 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy ...: 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacovb pharmacy . — 644945 

Shmc i wmi pharmacy — .... 637660 

Nairoujb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy — 847632 

RBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Qami (— ) 

AlQuds pharmacy .............. I — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

KhiBfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence De partm ent 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 


630341 

Qvti Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 61710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnbfic Scanty Deponent 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price ComplainB 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municqiality 

_ Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cafe ... 01(2230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH.Tdepboac Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 11 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electr icity Authority 
_ ■ „ 815615 

Eketnc Power 

636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia InlL Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

*>3*1302 
Matenuiy. J. Amo 


‘ ... 

Altileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

, M . 642441/2 

jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcismu Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Maashcr Hospital ..... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Uabn. , AJ-Mabajroca ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastur . J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army,*Marfca 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. He. 

Zarqa National i _ 

-■ u ■ , (09)900560 

Ib nSmaHoytt j. (09)986732 

Aria™ Modern Ho*p*ui (0W0990 
nun* 

Princes Basra Hospital (025273555 

Creek CNhoficHoaiu] (02)272275 

BwAINafeci Hasprtd _ — (02)247100 

Princess Haja Hospital (0)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tbk information is suppikd by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inmrmaifon 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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14:05 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

1*05 ... Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PKl 

}** ~. ; ..-^gicrs(AH) 

Pans. Damascus (AF) 

X s g—- Beirut (ME) 

*522 Dubai (EK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 


ARRIVALS 

Rpjri Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1) 

— Jeddah l 

•93* — Dubai, Abu Dhabi 

- Lanacal 

lfc25 Bahrain, Doha j 

lfcM New York. Amsterdam I 

17:15 — Madrid 1 

17:35 — London | 

1L25 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:25 Paris (RJ) 

19S6 ........ Brussels, Geneva ( 

19:11 Toronto. Montreal ( 

IMS-. ^ankfun, Vienna I 
1930 SaaeUfj 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1 1*10 ......... Damascus fAZI 

Yemeni 

LmnacafCY] 

1139 — Jeddah fSV) 


DEPARTURES 

(SETT" (BJ) Right* 
iiii? Romc(Rj) 

41:15 Amsterdam. New York ( RJ ) 

J 1 "** Berlin. London (Rj) 

liOO Casa Blanca. Tunis l RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

2“ Beirut (RJ) 

55SS Aqaba Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut, ft^ia(AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


huaz railway 

train 

Dtp. Aranm ... 8:00 i.rtL every Monday 
Are. Xtaaasto; 5:00p.m. every Moodqr 
Dtp. Damascus 7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman .... 5-J»p.m.cwry Sunday 

MARKET prices 

Uppcr/fowcr price in Bb per kg. . 

600/500 

fanana ggf 

Banana (Mokammar) 620 

? bta 8 e 140/80 

240/180. 

Cucumbers (large) 90/5(3 

^ambers ismall) 200/121 

5W46CC 

F™** 5 400 / 300- 

600 / 500 

150/100- 

Marrow (smafl) 320 / 220, 

Mulukbafi 140/ 80 

900/ 8WV 

2pt*“-v 500/400 

Y raon v Jr y) 240/ 16Gf 

Swe« Melon 150- 

J^-PPCrfliot) 280 / 20tr 

SS* 1 ^****) 260/180. 

420/300- 

‘, cac ™» 700/600* 

I**™* 110/70- 

S™8 beans 350/250 

watermelon 120/70 
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Home News 


^ panelists say Arab World must 

ilcipal co^r^l att flia ^ i _ _ i _ i 


nlclp *'*ZT l 0P la y right in new global order 

„ ,nr „ 1Un,ci Pal ]^ r 4- By Natasha Bukhari ~*~ "'**’* “ — ' 

nd otJie r P o ?‘ Clpa,i '? m ** Jordan Tmes 

L h . ' sr . ae ! tHr AMMAN- 


.</*«■«— The breakdown 
'l^f certainties is the major 


Jjf“ ! «hnocr;„ s „ 

^*3. council s dnd is^ii*ikisa^y of the new global 
'“'effon s ,X h n ^. .i^SSrSSd. need nrtbe 

Pposition Eruurv 8 115 r ervJ 7 . catastrophic for Arabs if they 
ncnt Ham!i s ana', lnci udfffptay *e B 3 * 30 ® ri 8 ht « ao «»d- 

: ) prefer i n d ctv d L*’ 8 *?! 1 *f » panelists at the Asso- 
!bcal factions , ^nts Edition of Arab American 
list, told AFP University Graduates 

tomorrow • i,' ^neu ’j fAAUG) conference held in 
s the needs nt ,» t Sa,< i- addin?- Amman* 
zes. * ,Cei, y.cs5^ jbtheir second and last day 

of sessions held under the 
theme The Arab World pre- 
r paring for the 21st Century,” 
academicians explored intre 

n of Hebron : aM international relations of 

■ «° extend !he, tn A "E- Q * Anb Wort? «?.tbe pc*- 
Phis is the rich/ J n “ Sl0n lo ll sfcflfties of ending this “situa- 
no Sorensen. confusion" in the re- 

^"SaTli aS 011 - ^ situati0n * c A” 5 

L the probl^- tbor Muhamed s5l Ahmad, 

while Arab- 
i are organised 


* to leave Heb ., _ 

national obsm- '*' 1 -ac^wticians explored 

of Hebron «' Is . aie iw aM international relatw 


fon 


>ns here Hopiefn, 7‘ *bot niuuaiiitu 


[uslim« ■ *H Cr 3 Je "^ishi5 by die peace process, a 
tos in the occupy ***£ mechanism or ganising Arab 
«™=d to, he ntiA, 

’ ' P£ ote ction t'o r Change into the unknown 

’ ° f r e *crence is evident today as interna- 

ers decided again® ttonal relations of the Arab 
declared curfew thei-j?^fforld have shifted from the 
- oriented frame of refer- 

sst militant group 

lice in southern Cai„,_ 
were planning 10 ft* 

‘People, securing 

weapons and exoE* 
iwas based in the iSSj! 

**g*ve no other do*5 
.group or when police Sw 
[ties say they 

to overthrow the 

r f el3t,ve >y inactive s® 

Talaat Yassin Hammama, 
months ago. 

t cooperation 

promised Tuesday it * ft 
dents use of its territory E 
added it expected Tehran 
iniish rebels the same * 

Demirei said in Tehran t 
lation will not be permirar 
t neighbouring Iran, and; 
om Iran." Mr. Demirei, t 
ual leader. Mr. Ayatollah! 
jo mistrust between Iran; 

>rted. The broadcast que 
g that “Iran believes thal 
;nd!y and trusting atmospl 
Jting the activities of t 
•itories.'" Mr. Demirei,! 
a three-day official vish.s 
review bilateral relations: 

'Dried. He said trade. as* 
issues, were on the agent 


euce to a future one which is 
masked by the pursuit of 
peace in the Middle East, 
according to Dr. Sid Ahmad. 

He said t ha t while Israel 

has defined peace as the Mid- 
dle East market, Arabs are 
mistaken to follow tire main- 
stream of land for peace in 
this missile age where land 
does not guarantee security, 
which he [relieves to be die 
only indicator of peace. 

This “indefinite situation" 
was translated by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein's declaration 
of the end of the state of 
.beligerency between Jordan 
and Israel at the White 
House in Washington on 
Mond ay, said the scholar, 
affirming that this step was 
not followed by a peace trea- ■ 
ty because of the absence of a 
dear vision of a recognisable 
new pattern for this stage to 
replace the previous one. 

Moreover, the scholar 
identified the beginning of a 
peaceful era as “the day 
when Israel is able to con- 
vince Arab peoples that its 
presence in the region is to 
their advantage.” A very un- 
likely case scenario as Israel 
would never accept putting 
the Middle East above Zion- 
ism, he added. 


This “post certainty” 
period is full of inter-Arab 
contradictions, especially 
with dw breakdown of pan- 
Arabian and socialism, and 
Arabs are turning to radical 
Islam and racism as a way out 
of submitting to the un- 
known, said Dr. Sid Ahmad. 

Instrumental reasons are at 
the heart of Arab disintegra- 
tion as oil, the most “in- 
strumcntalisable element" in 
the region, poses a threat of 
becoming more of an asset to 
Israel than to Arabs, 
affirmed the author. 

Israel, for being more tech- 
nologically advanced, makes 
more use of ofl than Arabs, 
its owners, do, he main- 
tained. 

Khair El-Din Haseeb, 
director general of the Centre 
of Arab Unity Studies in 
Lebanon, proposed scenarios 
to pull the Arabs from the 
grim situation they are in at 
present. 

He said Arabs suffer now 
from disintegration of their 
national identities and gave 
examples of subsequent refi- 


lls and ethnic stru 


in 

uoon 


, Sudan, Iraq, Lei 
and Algeria. 

With the increase of poli- 
tical, social, economic, edu- 


cational and cultural chal- 
lenges facing the Arab na- 
tion, the present ruling reg- 
imes are incapable of achiev- 
ing “real democracy” ami 
reaching “real peace" that 
does not allow for conces- 
sions of Arab's rights, Dr. 
Haseeb said. 

Urging Arabs to establish 
an “Arab cooperation coun- 
cil and a national council to 
resist normalisation of ties 
with die Israeli enemy,” he 
concluded by saying that only 
by hard work and op timism 
can Arabs save themselves 
from their “dile mma ” 

The two-day conference 
held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC) closed on 
Tuesday after die last panel 
chaired by Jordan’s former 
minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas. 

The final panel discussed 
technology and health policy 
and stressed subjects of tele- 
communications and health 
care delivery in the Arab 
World, pharmaceutical 
manufacturing in the 21st 
century, and technology 
transfer and the Arab World. 

The AAUG international 
conference was hosted by the 
University of Jordan’s Centre 
for Strategic Studies. 


Science and technology conference 
to include advanced workshops 


By IHuta Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The network 
of Arab Scientists and 
Technologists Abroad 
XASTA), m coordination 
with Jordanian universities 
nd various governmental 
organisations, will hold a 
science and technology 
co n ference between July 30 
nd Aug. 9, including tech- 
nical workshops, lectures 
by internationally- 
recognised Arab scientists, 
youth programmes and 
symposiums on ASTA's . 
■risstons and its role in 
Aid) World development. 

; “Our aim istp spread the 
jqjortance of science and 
technology In the Arab 
World, VjSaid Munir Nayfeh, • 
president of ASTA. The 
ASIA network comprises 


scientists and technologists 
from all Arab origins who 
rapport tiie concept of uti- 
lising modem scientific in- 
formation, acquired during 
years of study abroad, com- 
bining skate and u niti n g 
efforts towards tiie technic- 
al evolution of Arab coun- 
tries. The concept is strong- 
ly encouraged by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, who 
significantly promoted the 
establishment of ASTA, 
said Dr, Nayfeh. 

The workshops, orga- 
nised by die Applied Scien- 
ces University, the Jordan 
Electricity Authority 
; (JEA), University of Jor- 
. dan, Yaonouk. University 
and the National Centre for 
Agricultural Reseaidund 

Technology Transfer (NCARTT), 
win focus on computer sys- 


tems and their applications, 
pharmacology and new 
drag development proces- 
ses, current issues in dimo- 
al research, control, power 
systems and electronics, in- 
frastructure and innovative 
eneigy technologies, new 
materials, lasers and char- 
acterisation as well as agri- 
cultural sciences, water and 
environment. 

Abo featured in the con- 
ference are presentations 
on the challenges of and a 
new vision of contempor- 
ary science for the year 
2000, global policies on sci- 
ence and technology, 
.AjTTAte -rplC/ ip serving 
Arab communities ^ abroad . 
and its - cooperation .with 
regional ana international-, 
institutions and the docu- 
mentation of the Arab con- 


tribution to modem scien- 
ce, technology and die arts. 

ASTA’s youth program- 
me revolves, according to 
Dr. Nayfeh, around the 
“popularisation" of science 
and technology among 
young scientifically- 
oriented Arabs, who will 
meet at A1 Fuheis Auditor- 
ium on Aug. 2 to encour- 
age constructive discus- 
sions on scientific applica- 
tions in modem technolo- 
gy- 

The science week of Jor- 
dan, which overlaps with 
the ASTA conference and 
runs from Aug. 3 until Aug. 
9, will present, lectures on 
the developmentpf. the Jor- 
dan Armed.Forces and dis^ 
.missions : on a-. > national- 
document on science and 
technology. 


ranian PoWs 

m Tuesday denied Irac 
ig more than MtJlOO Irtf 
d countercharged ihai fc 
; locked up. the official 1 e 
F oreign Ministry spoke* 
ttee of the Red Cross ms- 
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IN A monitored in CVpc 
commission. Mohammad'- 
Tehran had proof Iraq® 
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;d Baghdad’s earlier daF 
>Ws. He said ld.OtW W® 1 
olitical asvlum in Iran * 
PoWs. The dispute 0 '«» 
poses a major hunW k 
the former foes. 

rabia about contracts 

lilippine govemmeni ^ 
i authorities about F igj 
rent contracts »'he -. 
Foreign 
foreran affairs 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


•tad appointed acting minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Tuesday was issued 
f^pointing Minister of Stele Abdullah Jazi as acting 
minister of Social Development during the absence of 
Minister Mohammad Sqour who is abroad on official 
buaness.Anotiierdecreewasissnedeiidorsingthegiovem- 
menfs appointment of Rafe Shahin as Advisor at the Prime 
Ministry. Mr. Shabeen has been working for the Jordan 
Radio and Television Corporation (JTV). 

YBF conference ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — Partidpants in a five-day international 
conference on Youth Buiknng the Future (YBF) Tuesday 
■tressed the need to establish a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East as a requirement for achieving regional 
■lability and prosperity. At the condusioa of titelr meetings 
here, partidpants called for achieving economic balance in 
the region and for overcoming the foreign debt problem. 
They emphasised the importance of the distribution of 
natural resources and controlling environ m ental pollution 
tiuoogh international cooperation. The meeting was 


opened Friday by Her Royal Highness Princess Rahma 
who deputised for her father. His Royal Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 

Jordan, Romania dlacuas energy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Talal uretkat di scus s ed with Romania's ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Anton Psscale, scopes of Jordanian, 
Romanian cooperation in energy field. The ambassador 
conveyed an invitation to the minister to pay a visit to 
Romanians extended to him by his Romanian counterpart, 
Dimtro Bubesco. 

Irbid finishes electricity project 

IRBED (Petra) — The Irbid District Electricity Company 
Tuesday announced that it has completed the implementa- 
tion of electricity projects in the Irbid govemorate. 
According to the company's general manager, Abdul 
Raouf A1 Sheikh, the projerts entailed the installation of 
400-kflovolt transformer stations in three locations: Deir 
Abi Saeed, Ramtha and Saab. 
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European Commission to provide 
JD9.8 m to help water sector 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Euro- 
pean Commission and Jor- 
dan Tuesday signed an 
agreement under which the 
commission will provide 
11.7 million European Cur- 
rency Units (ECUs), 
around JD9.8 million, to 
help the Kingdom’s water 
sector. 

Tim agreement, signed 
by Minister of Planning 
In sham A1 Khatib, Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 
Secretary-General Qusai 
Qteishat and the acting 
head of the European 
Commission office here, 
.Collins Cracknell, provides 
for JD9.22 million in grants 
and the rest in a loan. 

The grant will come from 
the Fourth Protocol signed 
between the commission 
and Jordan for the 1993-97 
period, and the loan will be 
from the Second Protocol 
which dates back several 
years, a European Com- 
mission press release said. 

The protocols relate to a 
cooperation agreement 
signed between the 12- 
member European Union 
(EU) and Jordan. The 
European Commission is 
die executive arm of the 
union and administers EU 
assistance to countries 
separate 'from bilateral 
agreements reached be- 
tween EU member coun- 
tries and recipients. 

The funds covered under 

» ’s agreement will 
in a four-year pro- 
ject which focuses on im- 
proving rehabilitation work 
on existing water supply 
and sewerage systems out- 
side the main urban areas, 
it said. 



Minister of P fenning Hisham A1 Kha- 
tib (3rd L), Water Authority of Jordan 
Secretary General Qusai Qteishat (3rd 
R) and acting head of the European 


Commission office in Amman Coffins 
Cracknell Tuesday sign an agreement 
for a grant/loan provision to help 
Jordan’s water sector (Petra photo) 


According to the press 
release, the components of 
the project are: 

— rehabilitation and ex- 
tension of water supply sys- 
tems in the southern re- 
gions Karak, Tafileh and 
Shobak; 

_ — provision of distribu- 
tion systems for smaller 
swerage treatment plants 
for foe reuse #b treated 
waste water for irrigation in 
Aqaba, Karak, Kufranje, 
Ramtha. Mafraq and 
Madaba; and 
— training and advising 
on maintenance and opera- 
tion of all sewerage treat- 
ment plants outside Jor- 
dan. 

The press release noted 
that foe 1993-97 protocol 


provides for 21.3 million 
ECUs (JD17.86 million) in 
aid to the water and en- 
vironment sector in Jordan. 

The Fourth Protocol pro- 
vides for a total of 126 
million ECUs (JD115.S 
million); 80 million ECUs 
(JD67.04 million) will be in 
foe form of loans, 44 mil- 
lion ECUs (JD36.97 mil- 
lion) in grants and two mil- 
lion ECUs (JD1.676 mil- 
lion) in contributions to 
risk capita] for entrep- 
reneurs. 

The project envisaged 
Tuesday’s accord 
major 
in water supply 
networks in the outlying 
regions where some esti- 
mates say that up to SO per 



cent of pumped water is 
lost because of leakage and 
misuse. 

In many areas, official 
reports say, people just tap 
into water pipes running 
above the ground, leaving a 
large amount of water leak- 
ing when they are not col- 
lecting. 

The authorities* focus on 
waste-water treatment and 
use of treated water for 
irrigation came after com- 
plaints of contaminated wa- 
ter being used in farms and 
the produce being rendered 
unfit for human consump- 
tion. 

The projects that will be 
' the EU grant will 
of foe prob- 
lem. 




WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

it /Concert by opera-singer ‘TJameLMaMna Mayor” at the 
, , South ^ Theatre. nt2fc30. * „ . 

it Flay “Body’s tab: Survival” at Garasla Theatre at 

h '3th4& - ■ ■ ■■■' ' J ' J ' 

it The Family International Group at the Sound and Light 
Theatre at 21:30. 

A The Carmen Lfamres — Spanish Singing and Dancing 
Group at the Artemis Theatre at 21:00. 

* Arabian classical music at the Carasia Theatre at 19*30. 

it “Lafia and WoB” pby (Haya Centre) at the Sound and 
Light Theatre at lftOO. 

PLAY 

it Play in Arabic entitled “A Black Comedy” by Mq’d A1 
Qasas at the Royal CalturaJ Centre at &30 jub. 


it Seminar cntitcld “War and Peace” by Mr. Nqjf ABoosfa 
at the Royal Court Centre at fcOO p.m. 


it Exhi bi ti o n of Chinese prodacts at the Royal Cultund 
Centre. 

it OB pahflng and ceramic exhibition fry Jordanian and 
iK^fl artists at A1 ‘Ain Art Gallery, Wadi Saqra (TeL 
644451). 

it Plastic art exhibition fry Adnan A1 Etihi and Mohammad 
Hamdan at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Reem Lutfi at the Phoenix 
Gallery for CnJtnre and Art, Gardens St. (TeL 695291). 


Murder suspect’s family 
seeks custody of children 
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The new winds of Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ 
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By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Creating the 
■agjcal Mediterranean Is- 
le n d of William 
.Shakespeare’s imagination, 
MOddsocks* Jugglers, stih- 
^ walkers, we-eaters and 
■mstreis joined together at 
•he South Theatre in Jerash 
Monday to perform "The 
Tempest”, one of the play- 
wright's greatest (days. 

Sponsored fry the British 
Council in Jordan, Mon- 
day's performance at the 
tattfa Festival of Culture 
*d Aits combined classc- 
>1 acting with tumbling 
&Us and spontaneous in- 
teraction with the audi- 
ence. 

; Oddsocks Troupe ar- 
rived at ' Jerash south 
•ophitheatre on their col- 
ourful, Elizabethean 
pageant wagon, which 
fransforms itself into a 
*ge sailing ship and a 
tefld, luscious laud. 

Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest” tells the story of 
Ynspero, duke of Milan, 
was seized and cast out* 
te sea by his brother Anto- 
teo. and Alonso, king of 
"•pies. Ffe spent 20 years 
an island in the 
^fitenanean Sea with his 
jrfUer Miranda, 
with Prospero’s magic- 


al powers, along with his 
control over the island’s 
spirit-life and Caliban, hatf- 
frog-half-man, he begins to 
take revenge on his ene- 
mies. 

By accident, Antonio, 
Alonso and Sebastian 
(Alonso’s brother) are pas- 
sing by the island on a ship. 
With the aid of his spirit, 
Ariel, Prosper© conjures a 
storm at sea, which des- 
troys the ship and washes 
the travellers up on to the 
island. 

Alonso and his brother 
plan to murder Antonio 
and take his crown. But the 
invisible Ariel observes 
their plotting and leads an 
army of spirits to frighten 
them and teach them the 
error of their ways. 

Ferdinand is washed 
ashore alone and declares 
iris love for Miranda. 

At the end of die 
Prosper© regains the 
dam of Milan and forgives 
his enemies. Everyone sets 
sail for borne on the magi- 
cally rebuilt ship. 

Shakespeare’s plays are 
known to be serious classic- 
al works- But, Oddsocks, 
formed in 1989 , approaches 
his plays in a novel way. 
The troupe converts the 
serious into the coimcaL 

“Sometimes people 
come to see our play and 


expect it to be serious, but 
they are shocked to find 
themselves introduced to a 
comic work,” said Eili 
Mackenzie, one of the chief 
organisers. “Yes, they fed 
shocked at first, but then 
warm to us, and even enjoy 
our p er formance, one they 
have never seen before.” 

Oddsocks’ The Tempest 
lasted for only two hours, 
while original 
Shakespeare's works need 
three or four hours, and 
many actors. 

“what we do is that we 
share adaptation of the ori- 
ginal play,” said Ms. Mack- 
enzie. “We read die play, 
then cut a lot, but keep in 
mind that the whole of the 
story is told. We are not 
frightened to cut. In addi- 
tion we do not use more 
than eight actors.” 

Oddsocks’ attempts to 
capture the spirit and style 
of entertainment produced 
in Shakespeare’s tune, cou- 


Asked whether this is the 
only kind of work 
Oddsocks performs, Ms. 
Mackenzie said they benpe 
to do serious works, but for 
smaller companies like this, 
it is too difficult. Big 
groups or financially sup- 
ported ones can make it, 
she said. 

“See, we need to make 
our living, to survive, and 
entertainment is the only 
way," Ms. Mackenzie 
added. 

“This is one reason; the 
other is that we plan to- 
simplify Shakespeare.” 

David Hudson, one of 
the Oddsocks actors, thinks 
that Shakespeare is very 
serious, and learning it at 
the age of 10 is quite diffi- 
cult because its language is 
very old. It seems as if it is 
a foreign language to En- 
students, said Mr. 


cespeai 
pled with modern-day, 
positive images of race, 
creed and cdknur. 

“It is foe style the com- 
pany works in eveiytime. 
We look at what entertains 
people to make them hap- 
py and amazed at foe spe- 
cial effects tike tire and 
magic tricks. There is not 
too much sadness,” said 
Ms. Mackenzie. 


- Perspiring but exhila- 
rated alter the show, Simon 
Bridge, another actor, said 
that their purpose is to 
make Shakespeare more 
to people, because 
is meant to be 
ile. 

members be- 
lieve thats Jcrash’s South 
Theatre is similar to tiie 
real Shakespeare's theatre 
of 400 years ago. They 
found it a wonderful ex- 



en 


A scene from Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest' as per- 
formed Monday night by Great Britain’s Oddsocks 
Troupe at foe Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 
(Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


perience to work there. 

Expressions on the audi- 
ence's feces by the end of 
the show reflected the re- 


laxing, easy entertainment 
they enjoyed owing to foe 
talents of foe Oddsocks 
Troupe. 


AMMAN (AP) — A legal 
battle appeared to be brew- 
ing on Tuesday with the 
brother of a confessed wife- 
Itifle^stalring'a claim to foe 
couple's children in Jordan, 
countering a similar move by 
foe murdered woman’s sister 
in the United States. 

Yahya Abeoua, brother of 
Mohammed Abequa who has 
admitted killing his wife,' Nih- 
al, 40, in New Jersey on July 
4, said he wanted custody of 
foe children. 

“The kids are Jordanian 
national and, according to 
Jordanian laws, their grand- 
mother has foe right to keep 
them in Amman,” be said. 

He spoke hours after 
Nesime Dolcur of Paterson, 
New Jersey, sister of the slain 
woman, urged Jordan to 
speed the return of foe two 
children, Lisa, 6, and Sami, 
3. 

The two children came to 
Jordan with their father when 
he, by his own admission, 
fled the United States after 
strangling his wife in a fight 
over raising the children. He 
has made the admission to 
the Jordanian authorities and 
in an interview with the 
Associated Press. 

Mohammed Abequa, 46, 
now remains in custody in 
Jordan awaiting trial by a 
Jordanian court or extradi- 
tion to the United State! He, 
told foe Associated Press at 
the pri son on Sunday that he 
“preferred” to be tried in 
Jordan. 

The United States re- 
quested the extradition of 
Abequa. 

There is no extradition 
treaty betwee n Amman and 
Washington. It was not im- 
mediately dear whether the 
Kingdom would accept to 


hand him over to U.S. au- 
thorities. 

The children, who have 
U.S. passports but are consi- 
dered Jordanians under legal 
laws by virtue of their father's 
Jordanian nationality, are 
under the care of Mr. Abe- 
qna’s mother, Samiha. 

A New Jersey court has 
granted the custody of foe 
children to Ms. Doukur, who 
met with Jordanian officials 
in Washington on Monday to 
appeal for the speedy return 
of the youngsters. 

“I just want foe children 
back because wc are foe only 
family they know,” Ms. 
Dokur said Outside the Jorda- 
nian embassy. “I can't wait 
on paperwork or legalities... 
they are two innocent chil- 
dren.” 

But Yahya Abequa said he 
was prepared for a legal bat- 
tle on behalf of his mother’s 
right to keep her grandchil- 
dren. 

“American laws do not 
apply in Jordan,” be said. 
“They’re my brother’s chil- 
dren and we are going to 
keep them.” 

Mohammed A1 Mukbel, 
director of Islamic Sharia law 
courts in Jordan, said Muslim 
law, which applies to most 
marriage and civil matters, 
grants priority to foe mater- 
nal grandmother to take cus- 
tody of the children. 

“If she is not alive the 
‘grandmother from the 
father's side gets priority,” 
Mukbel said. “All others 
come later.” 

However, he said, the 
Abequa case was not sent to 
the Sharia Court. It was not 
immediately known whether 
the children’s maternal 
grandmother was alive. 


Arab writers to convene 

AMMAN (Petra) — v The Arab Writers Federation’s 
permanent bureau will hold a meeting in Amman Friday to 
rfiMTHx several cultural issues. The bureau will also hold a 
symposium to discuss the role of writers and poets in the 
Arab cultural movement. The meetings will mark the Arab 
Writers Federation's 40th anniversary. 


The Spanish Embassy in Amman 

Has the pleasure to announce 
that within the activities of the 
Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts 

THE WORLD FAMOUS FLAMENCO SINGER 

((fAnuBu i iai a BEr» 


and her Flamenco Group 
will perform at the Arthemis Theatre/Jerash 
today, July 27th 1994 at 8:30 p.m. 




World News 


U.S. wants U.N. observers 
to monitor invasion of Haiti 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United States Monday 
called for U.N. observers to 
monitor its posable invasion 
of Haiti and proposed a 
6, 000-strong U.N. 
peacekeeping force to take 
over after the invaders leave. 

But a draft of the U.S. 
initiated resolution, obtained 
by Reuters, gives no warning 
date for a possible invasion as 
the United States did to Iraq 
before the 1991 Gulf war. 

Both the lack of a deadline 
and the call for U.N. moni- 
tors is causing Washington's 
allies to have second thoughts 
about United Nations per- 
sonnel being in Haiti at the 
same time as an invasion 
force. Diplomats said these 
provisions may be revised. 

A U.S. official said he 
hoped for adoption of the 
resolution by Friday but that 
it could slip into the 
weekend. The mandate for 
the abortive U.N. mission in 
Haiti expires Sunday and the 


Chechen 
tank unit 
sides with 


opposition 
— report 


U.S. resolution is meant to 
replace it. 

The Clinton administration 
is laying the diplomatic 
groundwork for armed in- 
tervention by seeking United 
Nations authorisation for an 
invasion to topple Haiti's 
military leaders and allow 
Washington to choose the 
date. 

The military overthrew ex- 
iled President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in a September 1991 


lire resolution would ask 
the United Nations to autho- 
rise a U.S.-led multinational 
force to use “all necessary 
means” to restore the “legiti- 
mate authorities in Haiti and 
establish and maintain a se- 
cure and stable environ- 
ment.” 

It also would establish 
“concurrent with the deploy- 
ment of the multinational 
force, a small observer 
group" reporting to 
Secretary-Genera] Boutros 


Ghali for coordination pur- 
poses. 

The document says that 
after the U.S.-led force ends 
its mission, the United Na- 
tions should take over with 
6,000 soldiers and police. Dr. 
Ghali previously had sug- 
gested 1.200 troops. 

The U.N. force should be 
in place by February 1995, 
after Haiti holds another 
round of presidential elec- 
tions. the draft says. Mr. 
Aristide, the country's first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent, took office in early 1991 
and served only seven 
months before the military 
overthrew him. 

The U.S. official said the 
U.N. peacekeeping group 
would also include Amer- 
icans. Washington would like 
up to 50 per cent American 
troops while most U.N. 
peacekeeping operations pro- 
hibit any one country from 
having more than a third of 
its soldiers. 


The proposed resolution 
would broaden the duties for 
the U.N. force such as assur- 


ing public order, training and 
modernising the Haitian 


modernising the Haitian 
Armed Forces and police and 
conducting new legislative 


conducting new legislative 
elections called try a newly 
installed government. 

To assure passage, the 
U.S. undersecretary of state, 
Peter Tamoff, is visiting Bra- 
zil and Argentina this week. 
Argentina so far has 
approved of the resolution 
but Brazil, the largest coun- 
try in South America, has 
reservations about the first 
U.N.-approval of an invasion 
in the Western hemisphere. 

China, with veto power on 
the Council, also has not yet 
indicated how it would vote; 
Russia will probably support 
the venture as a deal for 
getting U.S. approval of its 
peacekeepers in Georgia de- 
spite Council misgivings ab- 
out the political motives of 
Moscow’s troops. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A key 
army tank unit has withdrawn 
its support for Chechen Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev and 
offered to help opposition 
forces oust him if needed, 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported Tuesday. 

Opposition leaders in 
Chechnya meanwhile asked 
Russia to recognise them as 
the new authority in the tiny 
breakaway republic in the 
Caucasus and appealed to 
President Boris Yeltsin to 
guarantee stability there, the 
news agency said. 

The Sh alios Id Tank Regim- 
ent, which forms the core of 
the Chechen Armed Forces, 
said it would pose “no oBta- 
cle” to the opposition seizing 
power from Mr. Dudayev 
and said it “will support them 
if needed," the report said. 

ITAR-TASS, quoting well- 
informed sources, said 
opposition forces were now 
in control of most of Chech- 
nya with the exception of Mr. 
Dudayev’s residence in the 
capital, Grozny, and an area 
immediately surrounding it. 

The Chechen opposition 
asked Moscow to recognise 
its “provisional council” led 
by Umar Avturkhanov, the 
head of the Nadterechni re- 
gional administration, as the 
“only legitimate organ of 
power in Chechnya," ITAR- 
TASS said. 

The council would run the 
republic until general elec- 
tions could be organised, the 
report said. 

Mr. Dudayev, a former 
Soviet Air Force bomber 
pilot, was elected in October 
1991 and at that time un- 
ilaterally declared Chech- 
nya’s independence from the 
Russian Federation. 

Moscow never recognised 
Chechnya's independence, 
but the republic's status with- 
in the Russian Federation has 
remained hazy after Mr. 
Yeltsin was forced by politic- 
al opposition in 1992 to with- 
draw troops he had deployed 
there in an effort to regain 
control over Chechnya. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman, 
Vyacheslav Kostikov, said 
Monday the Russian leader 
was “closely watching” de- 
velopments in Chechnya and 
said the Kremlin had re- 
ceived numerous reports of 
human rights violations there 
in recent weeks. 

Clashes last month be- 
tween forces loyal to Mr. 
Dudayev and opposition pa- 
ramilitary units led by Rus- 
sian Labazanov left some 180 
dead, according to opposition 
sources, while the govern- 
ment churned no more than 
10 had. died in the fighting. 

Despite mounting pressure 
from the opposition, Mr. 
Dudayev appeared deter- 
mined to hold on to power 
and Monday announced that 
he would serve out his term, 
due to end in October 1995, 
when presidential elections 
would be held. 

Mr. Dudayev, who was 
elected with 85 per cent of 
the vote, said he had not 
decided whether he would be 
a candidate in the next elec- 
tions, ITAR-TASS reported. 

Elsewhere, the Interfax 
News Agency said armed 
opponents to Mr. Dudayev 
had secured a stronghold in 
the town of Argun, on the. 
river of the same name, to 
the east of the Chechen capit- 
al Grozny. 








Three Spanish UNPROFOR troops try to fix a 
Croatian boy’s tricycle in Medjugorje near the 
Spanish battalion's base. The Spaniard’s sec- 
tor includes Mostar, divided between Croats 


and Bosnian Musthns, where the European 
Union’s administrator was inaugurated Satur- 
day for a two-year mandate to rebuild the 
ancient city (AFP photo) 


Russia slams U.N. Bosnia proposal 


SARAJEVO (R) — Russia 
poured cold water on Tues- 
day on a proposal by Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 
that U.N. troops should be 
pulled out of former Yugosla- 
via to make way for a force 
provided by the big powers. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev said on a visit to 
Belgrade that only U.N. sol- 
'd i e r s should act as 
peacekeepers and NATO 
was not a suitable replace- 
ment for the 35,000-strong 
U.N. force. 

In Sarajevo, the Bosnian 
government said Dr. Ghali’s 
proposal would harm nego- 
tiations on a peace plan put 
forward by an international 
“contact group." 

“It's quite surprising be- 
cause in a way it prejudices 
the contact group decisions," 
Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic told reporters. 

The United Nations mean- 
while reported a heavy ex- 
change of artillery and mor- 
tar fire across the Serb- 
Muslim front line northwest 
of Maglaj in Bosnia, with 160 
rounds recorded as landing in 
an hour. 

The United Nations ac- 
cused the Serbs of restricting 
its ability to investigate Serb 
violations of the U.N.- 
imposed heavy weapons ex- 
clusion zone around the Mus- 
lim enclave of Gorazde Mon- 
day. 

Gen. Grachev arrived m 
Belgrade accompanied by 
Russian special envoy Vitaly 
Churkin amid intense di- 
plomatic efforts to persuade 
the Bosnian Serbs to reverse 
their rejection of the latest 
international peace plan. 

The Yugoslav News Agen- 
cy, Tanjug, said it under- 
stood Gen. Grachev would 
propose to the Serbs that a 
Russian peacekeeping con- 
tingent be deployed around 


the northern Bosnian town of 
Brcko. 

Brcko straddles an impor- 
tant Serb supply route whose 
status is of concern to the 
Serbs in the event of a divi- 
sion of Bosnia along the lines 
proposed by the five-power 
contact group. 

The peace plan, which the 
Serbs have so far rejected, 
awards 51 per cent of Bosnia 
to the Muslim-Croat alliance 
and the rest to the Serbs, who 
now bold 70 per cent. 

The “northern corridor”, 
which runs through a bot- 
tleneck around Brcko, links 
Serbia proper with Serb-held 
territory in western Bosnia 
and Croatia. 

Gen. Grachev also said he 
wanted to give Russia's reac- 
tion to Dr. Ghali’s suggestion 
that the U.N. force should be 
pulled out whether a peace 
settlement is reached or not. 

“I came here to convey 
Russia's stand on Dr. Ghali's 
statement that UNPROFOR 


should be replaced by 
NATO. The U.N. Security 


NATO. The U.N. Security 
Council is now in a state of 
shock,” Gen. Grachev told 
reporters. 

“NATO is not a peacekeep- 
ing organisation. Only UN- 
PROFOR can fulfill the mis- 
sion in Bosnia.” 

Dr. Ghali suggested Mon- 
day in a letter to the Security 
Council that only major pow- 
ers such as the United States, 
not the lightly aimed and 
dangerously exposed U.N. 
force, could enforce a peace 
deal. 

Dr. Ghali did not mention 
NATO in his letter, but he 
said the contact group — the 
United States, Britain, 
France, Germany and Russia 
— should provide forces to 
back up their peace propos- 
als. Of the contact group, 
only Russia is not a NATO 
member. 


Gen. Grachev was sche- 
duled to hold talks with Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Yugoslav army 
commanders and later with 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic and Bosnian 
Serb Army Commander Rat- 
ko Mladic. 

He said he would also visit 
Russian U.N. peacekeeping 
troops in former Yugoslavia. 

In Sarajevo, a senior U.N. 
official gave a warning that 
U.N. operations in key areas 
of Bosnia could grind to a 
halt unless a dispute over 
Serb prisoners and Muslim 
missing persons was resolved 
in the next few days. 

The Serbs have threatened 
to block U.N. movements on 
their territory unless the 
Muslims release a group of 
Serb prisoners. The Muslims 
say they will not do so until 
the Serbs account for a group 
of Muslims who disappeared 
after being abducted by the 
Serbs two years ago. 

“We are making no prog- 
ress on this problem and it is 
threatening to stop every- 
thing. Gen. Mladic says if 
there is no solution soon he 
will halt all cooperation with 
the United Nations," Viktor 
Andreev, U.N. head of civil 
affairs in Bosnia, told Reu- 
ters. 

Meanwhile two French sol- 
diers, who went over to the 
Serbs while serving with the 
UNPROFOR in Bosnia, late 
Monday returned voluntarily 
to their unit, U.N. headquar- 
ters here said. 

The two French marines, 
who ’vent “absent without 
leave”, bad gone to join the 
Bosnian Serb army. 

They were to be detained 
for their own safety and re- 
turned to France by the first 
possible plane. The military 
will punish them for going 
absence without leave. 
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Haitians picked up at sea wait to be driven to Coast Guard Cotter VaHaat returned!^ 
tbe customs dock in Port An Prince as the U.S. Haitians from Guantanamo Bay Naval station 

(AFP photo) 


Gambia unveils military-civil 


BANJUL (R) — Gambia’s 
new military ruler. Lieute- 
nant Yayeb Jameh, unveiled 
a 15-member government 
Tuesday made up almost 
equally of soldiers and civi- 
lians. 

Hie non-military members 
were mostly rivfl servants 
under President Sir Dawda 
Jawara, who was toppled in a 


weekend coup and has since 
fled to neighbouring Senegal. 

An official statement 
named Lt. Jameh pres dent 
and put four other lieute- 
nants earlier named as coup 
leaders in key posts. 

It said Sana Sabally was 
vice president; Edward Sing- 
hateh, minister of defence; 
Sadibon Hydara, interior 


government 

minister and Yankuba 
Touray, minis ter of local gov- 
ernment. 

A Gambian journalist who 
knows LL Singbateh weU said 
he was a graduate of the 
United States military train- 
ing school at Fort Benning 
and described him as “well 
educated and well- 
balanced.” 


Modernised Labour will appeal 


to ‘the broad majority’— Blair 


LONDON (AFP) — Newly- 
elected British opposition 
leader Tony Blair gave a 
stark warning of failure Tues- 
day if his Labour Party tried 
to turn tbe dock back to tbe 
socialist dogma of old. 

In the wide-ranging inter- 
view with thepro- 
Conservative Daily Tele- 
graph, he said be had a man- 
date to shed socialist dogma 
that had kept Labour out of 
government. 

“I am keen to argue on the 
Labour Party agenda, and 
not to believe our purpose in 
coining into government is to 
switch die dock back 15 
years,” be said. “We won't 
succeed if we do.” 

- “I am not going to run the 
Labour Party for tills interest 
group or that pressure group. 
It is the broad majority of 
British people out there who 
want the country run for 
them. That is what I will do,” 
he said. 

Emphasising the, need for 
continued modernisation, he 
said; “There was a point in 
the 1980s when we went bad- 
ly wrong and there is no harm 
in admitting that Tbe change 


begun by (former Labour 
leaders) Neil Kinnock and 
continued by John Smith was 
right.” 

He acknowledged Labour 
would have to come to terms 
with many changes made by 
tbe Tories since 1979. 

“Ballots before strikes and 
for union elections, restric- 
tions on mass and flying {rick- 
ets — those things are here to 
stay,” he said. 

He also repeated his com- 
mitment to Europe, and con- 
firmed Labour would intro- 
duce legislation for a Scottish 
parliament and a Welsh 
assembly “as a first-year (in 
government) commitment”, 
and would reform the House 
of Lords. 

The paper considered 
there were echoes of the radi- 
calism of former Conserva- 
tive Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher in Mr. Blair’s 
pledge that the Labour Party 
would have to reform the 
wdfare state to ensure, that 
its purpose was “to get peo- 
ple oft dependency rather 
than keep them on.” 

Challenged on difficulties a- 
sceptical electorate might 


present Him over his pro- 
European views, Mr. Blair 
said; “I am a committed 
European and I believe our 
future lies with Europe. 

“I would like to see us 
being more ready to take on 
and criticise those aspects of 
European policy that are 
plainly contrary to the in- 
terest erf British and Euro- 
pean people, such as the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
which imposes huge costs on 
tbe consumer.” 

He added: “We want to 
develop a policy that keeps ns 
as committed Europeans, 
working for European co- 
operation in an intelligent 
way which realises that the 
path of foe co-operation may 
have to change because of 
events.” 

Mr. Blair came out well 
ahead of Prime Minister John 
Major as Britain’s preferred 
choice for premier in a 
weekend-poll by the paper's 
stablemate the Sunday Tele- 
graph, and the Labour Party 
also enjoys a comfortable 
lead over the ruling Tories in 
opinion polls, allhough elec- 
tions are two years away. 


U.S. wants new nuclear test ban 


treaty guidelines by September 


GENEVA (AFP) —The Un- 
ited States wants the basis of 
a treaty banning all nuclear 
testing to be drawn up by 
Sept. 7, U.S. ambassador to 
the Geneva disarmament 
conference Stephen Ledogar 
said Monday. 

Ledogar said it was impor- 
tant to compose a text and 
move on from theories and 
generalisations. 


Diplomatic sources said 
the ann was to come up with 
a basic treaty framework by 
the end of the current confer- 


The conference, whose 
members have been engaged 
in talks on and off since the 
start of the year on conclud- 
ing a co mpreh ensive test ban 
treaty (CTBT), reopened 
their discussions Monday, 
with tbe current session due 
to go through to Sept. 7. 

Th e rapid conclusion of a 
CTBT treaty is the “number 
one priority in multilateral 
arms control negotiations” 
for the U.S. administration of 
President Bill Clinton, Mr. 
Ledqgar stressed. 

“We’ve received our mar- 
ching orders,” be continued. 
“The president has said he 
wants tbe treaty finished as 
soon as possible.” 

Mr. Ledogar said Washing- 
ton was looking for a “broad 
working outline of tbe com- 
prehensive test ban treaty... a 
rolling text composed of all 
preliminary texts which are 
progressively ’rolled' into a 
draft final treaty.” 


ence session. 

According to Mr. Ledogar, 
the two main difficulties in 
the talks surround technical 
details of measures used to 
verify a future treaty and also 
tiie political will of participal- 
ing states to get to work on 
tbe project quickly. 

The United States fears 
there exists a risk of in- 
creased global nuclear prolif- 
eration and wants to push on 
with compiling a treaty. 

That desire is underprin- 
ned by the knowledge 
Washington will be able to 
keep on modernising its nuc- 
lear arsenal via laboratory 
simulations, a technique in 
which the United States leads 
the field. 

With the exception of Chi- 
na, which recently held nuc- 
lear tests, the other main 
unclear powers — the United 
States, Russia, Britain and 
France — have decreed a 
testing moratorinm- 

France is in a difficult posi- 
tion on the issue, with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand, 
who has the final say on 
French defence matters, in 
favour of extending the 
moratorium. However, his 
neo-liberal government 
wants to see a return to test- 


French military experts 
have tried hard to move 
ahead in tbe field of simu- 
lated tests, but believe they 
will need to have recourse to 
real testing to ensure they 
have not made any mistak es 
China, seemingly behind in 
the. simulation stakes, 
appears not to favour a com- 
plete ban on tests, according 
to diplomats. 


Mr. Ledgoar said the 
atmosphere at talks early 
next year to extend tbe nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) would be “more con- 
ducive to a broad agreement 
to extend indefinitely and un- 
conditionally the NFT if sub- 
stantial progress has been 
made by then on a test ban.” 

Th e NPT, which came into 
force in 1970, officially runs 
for 25 years, and will thus 
require extension next year. 

The treaty has been signed 
by almost 150 countries, in- 
cluding North Korea, Iraq 
and Libya. China has signed 
but never ratified the docu- 
ment, while India, Pakistan 
and Israel have remained 
outside the accord’s jurisdic- 
tion. 

The treaty forbids non- 
nuclear powers to acquire 
and ear weapons and forbids 
nuclear powers from passine 
them on. 


Topless women 
OK; topless men 
to be fined 


SAINT-RAPHAEL, France 
(R) — The mayor of tins 
popular French Riviera re- 
sort where bare-breasted 
women are a common sight 
on the beach has decided to 
crack down on men walking 
about topless in the town's 
streets. Charles Omede told 
French television the sightof 
men walking the town’s pic- 
turesque streets topless, 
shiftless, in shorts or in bath- 
ing suits was tasteless. Offen- 
ders would from now on be 
fined up to 200 francs ($37), 
he said. 


‘AIDS-infected’ 
needle used 
in holdup 


BES ANCON, France (AFP) 

A grocer handed over his 

takings after a young man 
threatened him with what he 
said was an AIDS-infected 
hypodermic, police said 
Monday. The grocer disco- 
vered the young man rum- 
maging in the back of his 
shop, but the attacker bran- 
dished the needle, deman- 
ding the day’s takings. The 
grocer handed over 10,000 
francs ($1,900), police said. 


Peru’s tallest 
man takes 
petite bride 


LIMA (R) — Peru’s tallest 
man married a 23-year-old 
woman who barely reaches 
his waist, local television re- 
ported Monday. Margarito 
Machacuay, who is 7-feet-4 
(2.23 metres) tall, walked 
down the aisle over the 
weekend with Marlene 
Ramos, a petite bride of 4- 
feet-9 (1.44 metres), the tele- 
vision report said. “I am two 
months pregnant and the 
doctors say the child is well- 
developed,*' a beaming Mr.' 
Ramos told reporters who 
arrived to cover the event in 
the small jungle city of Tingo 
Maria, 360 kilometres north- 
east of Lima. Mr. Macha- 
cuay’s stature caused prob- 
lems on the way to the muni-' 
ripal office where the wed- 
ding took place since he 
could not fit into the nuptial 
car. “It was impossible to 
make a 2-meh-wide (5 an)* 


wedding ring," a jeweller in 
Tingo Maria told Lima’s 


Tingo Maria told Lima’s 
Channel 2 Television: 


Bobbitt denies 
beating girlfriend 


Prayer for peace as Sri L ankan town prepares for cliff-hanger polls 


LAS VEGAS, Nev. (R) — 
John Wayne Bobbitt, the 
man whose penis was sliced 
off by his wife last year, 
pleaded not guilty at a court 
hearing to .a charge of batter- 
ing his former girlfriend. Mr. 
Bobbitt, 27, said at his 
arraignment he was “abso- 
lutely 100 per cent not guilty” 
of battering 21-year-old for- 
mer topless dancer Kristina 
Elliott. Those were the words 
that football iegened O.J. 
Simpson used Friday in 
pleading not guilty to 
murdering his ex-wife and a 
male friend. Mr. Bobbitt told 
reporters he chose the words 
because when be was growing 
up in Buffalo, New York, 
Simpson, then the Buffalo 
Bills' running back, was his 
hero. Justice of the Peace Bin ' 
Jansen set a Sept. 28 trial 
date for Mr. Bobbitt, who is 
alleged to have beaten Ms. 
Elliott during an altercation 
in the apartment they shared 
on July 12. Mr. Bobbitt is due 
back in municipal court 
Wednesday when chief depu- 
ty city attorney will ask that 
bail set after the first alleged 
beating incident, on May 6, 
be revoked because of the 
July incident. He faces up to 
a year in jail if convicted on 
both battery charges. Mr. 
Bobbitt and his ex-wife, ■ 
Loren a, made headlines last 
year when she was accused of 
cutting his penis off and 
throwing it away. It was < 
found and successfully reat- 
tached. Last Jan. 21, a Virgi- ’ 
nia jury found bis former wife 
innocent of. the charge of 
“malicious wounding” by 
reason of temporary insanity. 


TRINCOMALEE, Sri Lanka 
(AFP) — Hindu devotees 
trek through security check 
posts to an eighth-century 
temple in this battle-scarred 
port town to offer prayers as 
they face an election virtually 
under the gun. 

Minority Tamils, who are 
mostly followers of Hindu- 
ism, fear that campaigning 
for the Aug. 16 general elec- 
tions may re-open old 
wounds in this northeastern 
port town, which has seen 
bitter inter-communal vio- 
lence. 

Trincomalee, 260 
kilometres from the capital 
Colombo, was better known 
as a British Staging post dur- 
ing World War I and prior to 
that as a stragegic sea port for 
Dutch and Portuguese colo- 


nial rulers. 

Sri Lanka’s Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas, who are fighting 
for a separate state called 
Eelam, want to turn this town 
with one of the best natural 
harbours in the world into 
their capital city. Tbe major- 
ity Sinhalese oppose separa- 
tion. 

At every street comer 
here, heavily aimed police 
examine identity cards and 
cany out body searches of 
men, women and 'children. 
Vehicles going in and out are 
searched for weapons and ex- 
plosives. 

The top police official 
here. Superintendent Anan- 
da Hettiarchchi, says the 
.checks must continue to 
maintain the fragile peace 
and ensure that Tamil Tiger 


guerrillas do not infiltrate the 
town. 

“Tigers have not been able 
to do anything here for tbe 
past two years, partly be- 
cause of our checks and also 
because people no longer support 
them,” Mr. Hettiarchchi 
said. 

However, he said there 
were several remote villages 
where the Libera tion T igers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were 
still active and may intimi- 
date Tamils and prevent 
them from voting. Some 
183,000 men and women here 
are eligible to vote. 

He said security will be 
further tightened ahead of 
next month’s parliamentary 
polls, at which Trincomalee 
will elect four MPs out of the 
225 seats in the Legislative 


Assembly. 

Political analysts expect 
minority parties to play a 
crucial role in a future gov- 
ernment as they predict a 
close battle between the main 
opposition People’s Alliance 
(PA) and tbe ruling United 
National Party (UNP). 

Tamil residents fear that 
with the campaign heating 
up, tensions too may surface 
between the Sinhalese, 
Tamils and the Muslims, who- 
are in almost equal strength 
here. 

Communal differences 
widened after Tamil militants 
butchered hundreds of 
Sinhalese and Muslim villa- 
gers, drawing retaliatory 
attacks in the mid-1980s and 
early 1990s. 

“With election slogans ab- 


out Eelam, it may re-open 
old wounds. (Tamil) People 
are nervous,” said M.K. Sel- 
lar aj ah, 65, a prominent 
Tamil resident, who is also 
the chief custodian of the 
Trikonesvaran Kovil, or tem- 
ple. 

The histone Hindu shrine, 
located inside the 
Portuguese-built Fort Fred- 
rick, has been a symbol of 
Tamil resilience. The Portu- 
guese who arrived here in 
1624 destroyed the temple, 
but it was re-built about 30 
years ago. 

Part of the rituals are con- 
ducted by a priest perched on 
an unprotected cliff-edge 
with a drop of 360 feet (110 
metres) into the Indian 
Ocean. 

“Even during the period of 


worst violence here, I man- 
aged to bring priests up to the 
temple and perform our 
poojas (rituals),” Sellarajafa. 
said. The temple is located at 

the northeastern-most tip of 
Fort Fredrick, which is now 
an army base. 

Sinhalese, who are mainly 
Buddhists, venerate Hindu 
temples, providing a common 
bond m an otherwise ethni- 
cally divided society. 

~ S n ! pa ^ “ndidate 

Kanjuu Senasmghe says the 
JF““ campaign issues for 
mem are peace and develop 
meat, y 

A “!? e Trincomalee Tamils 
fci w » m Eelam,” said 
Senasmghe, who is a member 
°L* e “ajenty Sinhalese 
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McCartney slams 
Gillette over 
animal tests 


BOSTON (R) — British rock 
star Paul McCartney has sent 
back his razor, shaving cream 1 
and other products to the 
Gillette company to protest* 
the manufacturer's use of. 


animals in product testing. In 
a letter to Gillette’s chief 


executive, Alfred Zeien, the; 
former Beatle said he was 
rending back all Gillette pro-, 
ducts in his home and deman- • 
ded a refund, which he said- 
he would donate to the anim- 
al rights group People For 
The Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, or PETA. “As a 
friend of animals, I am not 
only unsatisfied but out- 
raged,” McCartney said- 
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U.S. troops bring aid as 


Rwandan refugee children throng a volunteer handing out hfanfa at an orphanage in Goma (AFP photo) 
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Pressure mounts on Berlusconi 


;? ROME (AFP) — Italian Pre- 
mier Sflvio Berlusconi came 
under renewed attack Tues- 


day over conflict of interest, 
after his Fininvest media 


obbitt denies 
eating girlfriend 


empire became ensnared in a 
corruption probe. 

Criticism in Tuesday'ss 
newspapers came as a Senate 
commission prepared to de- 
bate an opposition anti-trust 
Inll which could force the 
premier to put his business 
interests in a “blind trust,” 
and to hear the “three wise 
men” he named to prevent 
such conflicts. 

The criticism focused on a 
meeting Mr. Berlusconi cal- 
led Sunday evening with 
lawyers for two Fininvest em- 
ployees, wanted on tax fraud 
charges, and senior govern- 
ment officials for his Forza 
Italia party who were all for- 
mer Fininvest executives. 

The next day die financing 
director of Ins media empire, 
Salvatore Sdasda, gave him- 
self up to magistrates investi- 
gating Italy’s "Clean Hands” 
c or r up tion probe .and admit- 
ted paying bribes to finance 
police when making tax dec- 
larations. 

“The presence of people 
defending (someone) accused 


of crimes against the state is 
fresh proof of an madmiss- 
able conflict between the 
Berlusconi’s wider interests 
and his public functions,” 
Luigi Berhnguer, head of the 
opposition left in the lower 
house of parliament, said in 
Tuesday’s La Stampa paper. 

On Monday evening his 
counterpart in the Senate or 
upper house, Cesare Salvi, 
went further in calling for 
new elections, since Mr. Ber- 
lusconi’s new party came to 
power on a wave of popular 
opposition to corruption and 
old-style politicking. 

’’This government is 
threadbare and has shown 
itself to be something different 
from what Italians voted 
for,” he said. 

Partners in the government 
coalition headed by Forza 
Italia also continued to voice 
doubts. 

“At the very least the 
situation is ambiguous and 
leaves tire door open to pole- 
mics,” commented Pierluigi 
Petrfan, parliamentary leader 
of the coalition. Northern 
League. 

As well as tire defending 
lawyers, the meeting at Mr. 
Berlusconi's villa in Arcore 


included Gianni Letta, 
under-secretary at the prime 
minister’s office and former 
vice president of Fininvest, 
Cesare Previti, minister of 
defence and former Fininvest 
lawyer. Federal Confelonieri, 
president of Fininvest. 

On Monday government 
spokesman Giuliano Ferrara 
insisted that the meeting was 
a private gathering between 
friends. 


But in an interview in the 
opposition daily Unita Tues- 
day, be agreed that a “blind 
trust” should be set up to run 
Fininvest, to put some dis- 
tance between the company 
and the premier. 


“One of the first jobs of a 
liberal government is to put 
together an anti-trust law,” 
he added, echoing an opposi- 
tion demand made right after 
Mr. Berlusconi’s victory 
three months ago. 

The prime minister himself 
has maintained a careful si- 
lence since the weekend, can- 
celling two planned television 
interviews, although his 
associates describe him as 
“indignant” and “wounded” 
about the suspicions being 
voiced about him. 
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Asia meeting agrees to help Cambodia 
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BANGKOK (R) — The Un- 
ited States, Australia and 
other countries which helped 
bring peace to Cambodia 
agreed on the need to act 
together quickly to streng- 
then its army and shore up 
the government, Australia’s 
Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans said Tuesday. 

Australia was one of a 
number of countries which 
would join together to speed 
up military aid, though not 
weapons, to Phnom Penh af- 
ter a July 2 failed coup, Mr. 
Evans told reporters. 

He was speaking after the 
first day of a ministerial con- 
ference between the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN) and its dia- 
logue partners, at which in- 
stability in Cambodia was a 
major concern. 

“The situation in Cambo- 
dia is somewhat fragile at the 
moment and certainly needs 
international support,” Mr. 
Evans said. 

“Conflict within Cambodia 
has escalated this year, with 
worrying implications for 
efforts to achieve soda! and 
economic reconstruction 
which is vital to the long-term 
.security and stability of the 
“Cambodian state,” Mr. 
Evans said earlier in an open- 
mg address at the talks. 

The Khmer Rouge, which 
boycotted United Nations- 
sponsored elections in May 


1993, has this year stepped up 
a guerrilla war agauist the 
army and on July 10 
announced the formation of 
its own government in areas 
it controls. 

Mr. Evans said ASEAN 
and its seven partners, which 
also include the European 
Union and Japan, discussed 
bow best to coordinate milit- 
ary aid in foe form of train- 
ing, army organisation and 
discipline. 

“A number of countries 
expressed their support for 
that “land of approach,” he 
said. 

Mr. Evans said Australia, 
the United States, France 
and some of foe six ASEAN 
countries backed coordinated 
action through their embas- 
sies in Phnom Penh. 

“However, I don’t want to 
suggest that this is the limit of 
the countries that may (even- 
tually) be involved.” 

He said even Thailand, 


handed over in addition to 
modern mine detection 


which has opposed supplying 
ie Cambodian gov- 


arms to the Cambodian gov- 
ernment, supported the 
moves. 

In Cambodia, foe United 
States Tuesday delivered 
almost a million dollars' 
worth of earthmoving equip- 
ment and demining gear to 
Cambodian army engineers — 
the first such aid since the 
election. 

Twenty pieces of road con- 
struction equipment were 


equipment. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
David Miller told Reuters 
that 44 American army per- 
sonnel, including special 
forces from Fort Bragg, 
would help with mine aware- 
ness training and roadbuild- 
ing. 

Australia, which has had a- 
team of military advisers in 
Cambodia this month, the 
United States and France 
have all provided limited and 
technical assistance. 

Asked whether this assist- 
ance involved foe supply of 
weaponry, Mr. Evans said 
this was not the highest prior- 
ity. “The immediate need its 
training, organisation, insti- 
tutional support,” he said. 

The array, with a stated 
strength of 130,000, was in 
effect probably only 90,000, 
Mr. Evans said. 

“And of course there are 
2,000 generals, a significant 
number of whom cannot be 
said to have contributed 
military expertise to the 
RCAF (Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces).” 

Meanwhile, Cambodian 
Foreign Minister Prince 
Norodom Sirivudh heralded 
a new era in the previously 
fractions Thai-Cambodian re- 
lations Tuesday as Bangkok 
pledged to support the gov- 
ernment. 
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Taiwan’s U.N. bid comes a step closer 
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TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan’s 
bid to rejoin the United Na- 
tions has come one step clos- 
er with the world body in- 
foufing the issue on its assem- 
bly’s interim agenda, accor- 
tijngto a press report here 
Tuesday. 

A proposal concerning 
Taiwan’s U.N. bid was offi- 
tiaDy listed as No. 154 mo- 
tion of the U.N. Assembly 
fflteriin agenda on July 19, 
die Umted Evening News re- 
ported, citing unnamed U.N. 
sources. 

In a joint letter to U.N. 
Secretary -General Boutros 
®iaK on June 28, twelve 
ttjontries with official ties 
Jj* Taiwan asked that the 
United Nations discuss the 
Taiwan membership issue at 
™e Sept 20 U.N. Assembly. 

The United Nations ousted 
Tai pei from its ranks in 1971 
to admit Beijing, its long- 
tone rival. 

The joint letter stated that 


based on the parallel repre- 
sentation principle governing 
separated countries in the 
United Nations, Taiwan has a 
right to ask to rejoin the 


world body. An explanatory 
>ranaoi 


memorandum was sent along 
with - the letter, foe paper 
said. 

The General Affairs Com- 
mittee will decide after the 
opening of the U.N. Assem- 
bly on Sept. 20 whether to 
include foe interim agenda in 
the official agenda for disens- 
aon, the paper added. 

This is Taiwan's second 
attempt to rejoin the world 
body. Last year Taiwan Med 
in its bid alter 11 General 
Affairs Committee members, 
beaded by China, vetoed a 
proposal by seven countries 
to have the membership issue 
discussed. 

China, which separated 
with Taiwan after the 1949 
civil war, has strongly 
opposed Taipei’s admission 


on the grounds that the island 
cannot represent the main- 
land and its admission would 
only create a “two-China” 
problem. 

Both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait have claimed them- 
selves as the legitimate ruler 
of all of China. 


But after Taiwan failed in 
its bid last year, the govern- 
ment here changed its 
strategy by saying that it 
would no longer campaign 
with Beijing to represent all 
China. » 

The change is to enhance 
Taiwan’s bid, observers here 
said. 


The 12 countries which 
sent the letter to the United 
Nations are Bukina Faso, 
Central Africa, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Grena- 
da, Nicaragua, Niger, Saint 
Christopher and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, St. Vincent, Solomon 
Islands, and Swaziland. 


U.S. 


secretary 

attacks 


Republican 
health plan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
health care plan pressed by 
Republicans evades foe hard 
issues that must be resolved 
before the U.S. health care 
system can be refashioned, 
Labour Secretary Robert 
Reich said. 

In a speech to the National 
Council of Senior Citizens, 
Mr. Reich said the plan 
offered by Senate minority 
leader Robert Dole would do 
more harm than good to 
health care issues most vital 
to senior citizens. 


“On every dimension, it’s a 
disaster,” Mr. Reich said, 
noting that the Dole plan 
does not cover prescription 
drags or pay for long-term 
care. 

“His plan dudes foe hard 
issues of universal coverage 
and lowering costs in the 
hope that simply calling 
something health care reform 
actually makes it so,” Mr. 
Reich said. 

Sen. Dole has been the 
chief opponent in Congress 
of Mr. Clinton’s proposed 
uxuveisal health care plan. 
The administration hopes to 
get a plan through Congress 


soon. 


Mr. Reich said he worries 
that Sen. Dole’s political phi- 
losophy “may be a little bit 
more than an echo of Nancy 
Reagan's cheerful solution to 
foe drug crisis, just say no.” 

Still, Mr. Reich added, the 
fact that Sen. Dole even in- 
troduced a health plan is a 
positive sign, because “a few 
months ago he said there 
wasn't a health care crisis.” 

Different health care bills 
have won the approval of two 
committees in foe House of 
Representatives and two Sen- 
ate committees this summer. 
Differences remain on how to 
define universal coverage, 
how to pay for foe program- 
me if Congress refuses to 
require employers to provide 
coverage and how many 
years will elapse before uni- 
versal coverage is realised. 


Mr. Clinton’s plan would 
guarantee all Americans a 
package of broad benefits, 
including hospital care, 
physician visits and preven- 
tive care. Sen. Dole's propos- 
al would not require anyone 
to buy insurance and would 
not guarantee a specific be- 
nefit package. 

Sen. Dole's bill would pro- 
vide $100 billion in subsidies 
for the poorest of Americans, 
bringing coverage to some-of- 
the 39 million Americans 
without it, but it makes no 
claim to cover everyone. 


Mr. Clinton’s proposal 
would force employers to pay 
80 per cent of their workers’ 
insurance premiums and pro- 
vide subsidies for small 
businesses and the poor. 

Senate majority leader 
George Mitchell has yet to 
reveal the principal ingre- 
dients of itis bill. Sources 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity say he is consider- 
ing a series of so-called trig- 
gers under which employer 
mandates would take effect 
in foe future, if insurance and 
other reforms fail, to achieve 
the desired level of coverage. 


Several variations of this 
approach are possible, in- 
cluding some under which 
mandates could take effect 
without congressional 
approval, and others that 
would rely on acquiescence 
by lawmakers. 


Rwandan refugees trickle home 


GOMA, Zaire (Agencies) — 
U.S. military aricraft landed 
in eastern Zaire Tuesday, 
bringing in urgently needed 
equipment to purify con- 
taminated water which is 
spreading cholera among 
hordes of Rwandan refugees. 

Several thousand refugees 
also crossed foe frontier back 
into Rwanda but United Na- 
tions officials said they could 
do little to help repatriation 
while their hands were foil 
coping with the nightmare 
conditions of the Zaire 
camps. 

“It’s taken us until now to 
get the aid effort off the 
ground. Hopefully we can 
balance the effort to feed and 
water 1.2 million people with 
the process of getting them 
home." U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) spokesman Ray 
Wilkinson told reporters. 

A team of U.S. soldiers set 
up their first water purifica- 
tion plant on the shores of 
Lake Kivu while further 
down the water's edge re- 
fugees were collecting drink- 
ing water close to a floating 
corpose. 

“We’re moving as fast as 
we can,” said U.S. army Ma- 
jor Guy Shields. 

A cholera epidemic, 
spread through dirty water, 
has swept through the camps 
around the Zairean town of 
Goma in the last week and so 
far up to 14,000 people have 
died of this and other dis- 
eases. 

Aid workers said mass 
graves were overflowing and 
they would have to begin 
burning the piles of bodies, 
an act that is anathema to 
Africans because they believe 
it destroys the spirits of the 
dead. 

Thousands of bodies were 
stacked up on the roadsides 
around Goma town and on 
the routes to the teeming 
refugee camps faster than aid 
groups and French soldiers 
could collect them. 

Aid workers estimate the 
1.2 million refugees need ab- 
out 30 million litres of dean 
water daily. 

Each American water 
plant — a total of four were 
due to arrive on two trans- 


port planes Tuesday — can 
purify about 90.000 litres dai- 
ly, still a fraction of what is 
needed. 

The U.N. was aiming to 
get up to 36 aid flights into 
the small Goma Airport 
Tuesday, which would be a 
record in efforts to import 
supplies to feed the refugees 
who need 600 tonnes of food 
a day to survive. 

German and Israeli aircraft 
have also flown in food and 
medical supplies. 

U.N. offidals said refugees 
had two weeks to harvest 
crops ripening inside Rwanda 
or it would rot on the sralk. If 
that happens, foe refugees 
will have to exist on food' aid 
for months to come as the 
next planting seasons starts in 
September. 

Last Friday, UNHCR said 
it wanted to encourage the 
refugees to go home because 
it was safe enough in Rwanda 
now the war had ended and 
because the camps were traps 
for disease and hunger. 

The Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF), whose mainly 
Tutsi guerrilla forces defe- 
ated the former hardline 
Hutu government after a 
three-month bloodbath this 
month, established a new- 
transitional government in 
the capital Kigali last week. 

U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) spokeswoman 
Mercedes Sazagues said the 
agency wanted to place stock- 
piles of food along the roads 
inside Rwanda to sustain re- 
fugees going home. 

“A spontaneous repatria- 
tion is possible," she told 
reporters. 

In Port-Louis, Mauritius. 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko Tuesday said his 
government would disarm 
members of the Rwandan 
army who have taken refuge 
in his country. 

Mr. Mobutu, in a joint 
statement with Rwanda's 
new president, Pasteur Bizi- 
mungu, issued in Mauritius 
after talks Monday and Tues- 
day, said his country would 
“disarm Rwandan soldiers 
sheltering in Zaire.” 

The U.N. estimates be- 
tween 15.000 to 20.000 sol- 
diers from the former Rwan- 


dan government army (FAR) 
fled to Zaire from the 
advancing Rwandan Patriotic 
Front which now holds 
Rwanda's political and milit- 
ary reins. 

Several officials of the un- 
seated government now in 
Zaire have threatened to use 
the FAR soldiers to launch 
attacks into Rwanda in an 
attempt to regain power. 


The .joint presidential 
statement from Mauritius 
said that: “Zaire will not 
allow its territory to serve as 
a base for attacks” and 
“agrees to help Rwandan re- 
fugees return home.” 


It also said that *'a joint 
commission will be set up to 
ensure this agreement is im- 
plemented." 

Mr. Bizimungu stressed 
that the agreement would 
“revive bilateral relations 
and create an atmosphere of 
confidence in the region.” 

Zaire has already moved to 
quell the former Rwandan 


government. On Monday the 
governor of Goitia, the town 
in Zaire which has been 
crowded out with more than 
1.2 million homeless Rwan- 
dans. forbade ex-Prime 
Minister Jean Kambanda and 
ibe FAR chief-of-staff 
General Faustin Bizimungu 
from holding a press confer- 
ence. 

The RPF has always held 
that the ex-government, 
formed after President 
Juvenal Habyarimana died in 
a suspected rocket attack on 
his plane on April 6, was 
simply a "puppet” regime. 

Mr. Bizimungu had a first 
meeting with Mr. Mobutu 
Monday when he arrived on 
this Indian Ocean Island. 

The sources said the Rwan- 
dan president’s stay in Mauri- 
tius. where Mr. Mobuio is on 
vacation, had initially been 
scheduled to last a few hours 
and he had been expected to 
fly home aboard a U.N. char- 
tered flight Monday night or 
Tuesday morning. 



A woman comforts her husband as he lies being fed glucose 
solution by intravenous drip in a refugee camp north of Goma. 
The cholera epidemic continued in Goma (AFP photo) 


Street fighting, looting breaks out in Lagos 


LAGOS (AFP) — Many 
people were injured in cen- 
tral Lagos Tuesday after a 
street battle broke out among 
traders at odds over political 
protests aimed at bringing 
down Nigeria’s military gov- 
ernment, witnesses said. 

The clashes began when 
some traders defied an in- 
struction from their union 
not to open their shops fol- 
lowing an ongoing strike by 
oil industry workers who 
have been challenging the 
regime for four weeks. 

The shopkeepers fought 
other traders who attacked 
them with knives and cudgels 
in a bid to have them abide 
by foe strike call. 

Armed looters took advan- 
tage of the street battles and 


ignored riot police to ransack 
shops including the Eleganza 
Plaza building in the com- 
mercial heart of foe dty, wit- 
nesses said. 


They carried away fridges, 
television sets, fans and air 
conditioners worth thousands 
of dollars, witnesses said. 
Riot police later intervened 
to restore order in the econo- 
mic metropolis. 


Nigeria faces severe fuel 
shortages after the oil indus- 
try workers, whose union 
bosses have been holding 
talks with management and 
the government, began a 
strike to press foe military to 
step down. 

The unions, among the 
most powerful in the country , 


have called on the junta to 
hand over to Moshood 
Abiola, the presumed winner 
of presidential elections held 
in June last year, whose out- 
come was annulled by the 
regime. 

There was no sign Tuesday 
that foe protest 'would be 
called off, observers said. 

The current military reg- 
ime of General Sani Abacha 
has arrested Mr. Abiola, a 
Muslim tycoon from the 
Yoruba southwest, who faces 
trial for treason since he last 
June declared himself head of 
state and commander-in- 
chief of the armed forces. 

Security forces told 
passers-by near the Central 
Bank of Nigeria and in ad- 
joining streets to raise their 


arms in the air before they 
went about their business 
Tuesday, to ensure that they 
were not armed, witnesses 
said. 


Hundreds of Lagos market 
women Monday staged a 
peaceful march round main 


streets, calling for a c^uick 


return to democracy ana the 
installation of Mr. Abiola, 
currently detained in the 
federal capital Abuja, as 
president. 


About 14 people, most 
youths and schoolchlldre 
were arrested Monday in lb 
dan, capital of south-we 
Oyo state, 140 kilometr 
north of here, in anoth< 


prodemocracy protest, pre 
reports said Tuesday. 


West shifts toward ASEAN on Burma policy 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
ASEAN and some of its key 
allies have narrowed their 
differences over Burma poli- 
cy and agree that contractive 
engagement rather than 
isolation may produce better 
results. 

“Everyone agreed that 
constructive engagement is 
not perfect, but isolation is 
not the answer, either,” a 
Singapore official said Tues- 
day after a meeting between 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations and its major 
developed partners. 


To make ASEAN's con- 
structive engagement policy 
more effective, Australian 
Foreign Minister Gareth 
'Evans is fleshing out a 
strategy of “benchmarks” to 
measure progress toward res- 
toring democracy, partici- 
pants said. 

Previous Western criticism 
of the ASEAN policy focused 
on a perceived failure to get 
political concessions from 
Burma's ruling junta in ex- 
change for the contacts and 
international recognition 
being offered. 


ASEAN contended it 
could best encourage political 
change in Rangoon through 
regular contacts with the jun- 
ta, while the West has tradi- 
tionally called for its political 
isolation. 

The ASEAN states were 
“very surprised,” a Philip- 
pines official said Tuesday, at 
foe latest reaction to their 
policy of constructive engage- 
ment. 

ASEAN’s Western part- 
ners muted their criticism 


Tuesday and said they would 
take another look at the poli- 
cy, tacitly acknowledging that 
isolation had failed to trigger 
any change in Rangoon, dele- 
gates said. 

ASEAN was narrowing the 
gap as well, delegates said, 
with Thai Prime Minister 
Chuan Leekpai asking Ran- 
goon Monday to release 
opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi from house arrest as 
a prelude to closer ties. 

The delegates were speak- 
ing after a closed-door ses- 
sion between ASEAN and its 
so-called dialogue partners, 
Australia. Canada, the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), Japan, 
New Zealand, South Korea 
and the United States. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phi- 
lippines, Singapore and Thai- 
land. 

The shift capped a week in 
which Rangoon claimed a di- 
plomatic triumph of sorts af- 
ter attending the annual 
meeting of ASEAN foreign 
ministers, preceding the cur- 
rent dialogue talks, as a guest 
of Thailand. 

Foreign Minister Ohn 
Gyaw, who returned to Bur- 
ma Monday, said his talks in 
Thailand “proved that our 
bilateral relations as well as 
our regional efforts are 
paying off.” 

In recent months. Ran- 
goon has allowed Aung San 
Suu Kyi to meet a visiting 
U.S. congressman and a re- 
porter and given some tenta- 
tive indications that she 
might be conditionally re- 
leased — gestures welcomed 
in ASEAN and the West. 


Inexplicably. Mr. Ohn 
Gyaw left before a planned 
meeting with EU officials 
which would have been the 
highest-level talks since 1988, 
when Burma’s military crack- 
ed down on the opposition 
and the EU suspended eco- 
nomic assistance. 

In open session Tuesday, 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel. whose country 
currently holds the rotating 
EU presidency, said the EU 
was prepared to open talks 
with the Burmese junta, but 
Rangoon had to yield as well. 

“We certainty do want to 
engage a critical dialogue,” 
he told reporters later. 

“It is not that the EU 
changed its policy. ... the 
truth is that Burma is a coun- 
try enduring economic diffi- 
culties and we just want to 
look at how to help overcome 
the critical problems in that 
country," he said. 

Canadian Foreign Minister 
Andre Ouellet told a news 
conference Tuesday there 
was "‘clearly a desire to build 
on the opening demonstrated 
by the presence of the repre- 
sentative of Burma here over 
the weekend. This is a step in 
the right direction.” 

He said he would consult 
with his Australian counter- 
part to facilitate the new 
strategy and would work with 
others to influence Rangoon 
toward the respect of human 
rights and the release of poli- 
tical prisoners. 

The United States. South 
Korea and Japan said here 
Tuesday that North Korea’s 
nuclear programme repre- 
sented the biggest threat to 


Asian security. 

“There are no security 
problems more urgent than 
North Korea's nuclear prog- 
ramme,” said U.S. Deputy 
Secretary oT Stale Strobe Tal- 
bott. 

He was speaking at the 
opening of ministerial talks 
between the ASEAN and its 
seven major trading partners 
— Australia. Canada. Japan, 
South Korea, New Zealand, 
the European Union and the 
United States. 

His concerns were echoed 
by foe foreign ministers of 
Japan and South Korea, 
Yohei Kono and Han Sung- 
Joo. 

Mr. Talbott reaffirmed 
Washington^ commitment to 
its treaty alliance with Japan, 
South Korea, Australia, 
Thailand and the Philippines 
and said the forward U.S 
military presence provided a 
"strong framework" for 
addressing the region's most 
pressing security concerns. 

But he said North Korea's 
refusal to accept constraints 
“endangers South Korea, 
Japan and other nations in 
North East Asia. It raises the 
specter of a destabilising nuc- 
lear arms race in the region 
and it threatens the spread of 
nuclear materials to outlaw 
regimes such as those in Iran 
and Iraq.” 

Recalling that North Korea 
and the United States were to 
resume discussions in Geneva 
on Aug. 5, Mr. Talbott said 
Washington would continue 
its diplomatic efforts to con- 
vince Pyongyang to remain in 
the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 
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A much stronger Jordan 


FOLLOWING THE proclamation of the end 
of the state of war between Jordan and 
Israel, the Kingdom emerges much stronger 
and more confident than before. In a region 
that has seen many wars in the past 40 years, 
not only between the Arabs and Israel but 
also among Arabs themselves, a Jordan in 
peace with its most powerful neighbour is 
certainly stronger than one at war with it. 

Daring the past decade, Jordan saw the 
edifice of a confident post-1970 Arab order 
crumble down. The fall started with Israel’s 
Invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the driving 
of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) out of that country. The fall of ofl 
prices came next. Then came Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait and the Gulf war that led to a 
schism still unhealed in Arab ranks. In the 
process, Jordan lost Iraq as a formidable 
trade partner, the Golf states as a financial 
aid source, and the U.S. as a long time friend 
and ally. 

And in 15193, Jordan was taken by surprise 
by the deal made between the PLO and Israel 
in Oslo. 

Jordan found itself in the first days of 
1994 left with a few friends and more 
lenemies. 1 

; .The threats were coming from all direc- 
tions: The American blockade of Aqaba, 
Saudi estrangement, lack of Arab solidarity, 
scarcity of funds, obsolete army equipment 
and Israeli pressure. And thus Jordan had to 
move and attempt to quell all the threats. 

Monday’s Washington Declaration is not 
an instant panacea. It surely shattered the 
aspirations of those who hoped Jordan was 
bound to disintegrate and were positioning 
themselves to reap the spoils. The Washing- 
ton Declaration might not help heal the rift in 
the Arab World, but it certainly sends strong 
signals to many capitals in the region that 
Jordan is a viable state, a major player and a 
reliable partner in the emerging post-Cold 
War Middle East regional order. 

With its most volatile borders recognised 
and its role in the peace process reasserted, 
Jordan hopes that its decades-old quest for 
peace and its moderate and tolerant posture 
will at last bring peace and prosperity to its 
people and all the peoples of the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE WASHINGTON declaration is not the end of the 
road but it serves as a first step on an arduous road towards 
regaining Jordan's legitimate rights, said Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Tuesday. Commenting on the summit meeting 
between His 'Majesty King Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the U.S. president, the paper 
said that it was an occasion to declare the end of 
belligerency and end the no- war-no- peace situation that 
lasted for ages. The Washington declaration marks a new 
era and a new beginning for active work on tbe road to 
peace and a commitment on both sides to work hard to 
achieve the aspirations of the people in the Middle East 
region, the paper added. While admitting that times have 
changed and that new means other than conflict are being 
sought to regain national rights, the paper said one cannot 
be carried away by unjustified optimism and at tbe same 
time should not resign himself to pessimism, one should 
wait for the final outcome, said the paper. We welcome 
peace that will restore our rights, end aggress on and 
establish security and stability in the region and open the 
door for future prosperity and progress, added the paper. 
But. the paper said, tbe road to attain the national 
aspirations is still long and King Hussein's leadership and 
wise policies coupled with a strong national unity are 
essential ingredients to help the Kingdom achieve its 
objectives. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour addressed the one hour 
sit-in staged by heads and supporters of opposition parties 
near the Grand Husseini Mosque downtown Amman and 
said that these parties' condemnation of the Washington 
summit meeting was fruitless and would soon be forgotten. 
Mohammad Subeihi said that the parties have failed to 
present an alternative to a meeting with the Israelis to 
regain the lost territory and the other rights. While 
admitting that the opposition groups have resorted to very 
democratic means to express their views and sought to 
present a symbolic gesture in opposition to the Washington 
meeting, rather than organising a huge rally that would 
further inflame sentiments, the writer said that it was quite 
possible and necessary for the heads of these parties to 
issue a statement with an alternative plan to convince the 
public of their views. The writer said that the one hour 
sit-in was deemed necessary by the opposition parties 
whose activities, charged the writer, are being totally 
ignored by the official information services. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


American- Jewish community and Christian fundamentalism 


THE INCREASINGLY powerful role played by the Christ- 
ian fundamentalist movement in the Republican Party poses 
a serious problem for die organised Jewish community in the 
U.S. During tbe past month this issue has stirred up a 
vigorous public debate within the organised Jewish commun- 
ity. While the debate was first played out in the Jewish press, 
it has recently made its way into the opinion pages of 
mainstream U.S. press. 

For at least the past two decades, American -Jews have 
been divided over their view of Christian fundamentalism. 
Liberal Jews were repulsed by tbe '‘fanaticism of the true 
believers.” They were concerned not only about the intoler- 
ance of the movement in its rejection of the liberal social 
agenda espoused by a majority of the Jewish community, but 
also by tbe daim of many fundamentalist Christians that only 
believers in Jesus Christ would be saved by God. 

So, as liberal Jews led the fight for maintaining the 
separation between Church and State (including the effort to 
keep prayer out of public schools and removing Christian 
symbols from publicly owned property), they ran op against 
those Christian groups which would argue that religion is an 
important part of public. 

On the other side were those pro-Israel strategists who, as 
early as the 1970s, saw right wing Christians as an ally in their 
struggle against the Arabs. Many Christian fundamentalists 
were virulently anti-Communist, and saw Arabs as surro- 
gates of the Soviet Union in the Middle East. 

Bnt belief in the state of Israel was also for many 
fundamentalists a matter of theology. Made increasingly 
popular by the Reverend Pat Robertson in tbe 1980s, this 
belief taught that the Old Testament prophecies were 
destined to be replayed in the modem world, leading to die 
Day of Judgement and the Final Battle of Armageddon as 
proclaimed in the New Testament. 

According to this school of thought, the ingathering of the 
Jews into Israel in 1948 was part of God’s plan to bring on 
the Final Battle, in winch the forces of good (which 
fundamentalist Christians see as the U.S. and its allies) 
would confront the forces of evil (correspondingly seen as 
the Soviet Union and its allies — Arabs and Muslims). This 
battle would lead to the destruction of the Earth, which for 
this theology is a necessity before Jesos can return to save 
“the select, the believers.” 

This Christian fundamentalist view maintained that, 
although all Jews must ultimately be converted to Christian- 
ity in order to fulfill the prophecies, Israel must be supported 
at &U costs. 

It was this last belief which led several right-wing Jewish 
strategists to cultivate fundamentalist Christian support to 
shore up their political power in the U.S. They arranged trips 
for fundamentalist leaders to visit Israel and meetings for 
them with Israeli government officials. Jewish groups also 
helped arrange for these fundamentalist Christian groups to 
open offices in Israel and even a Christian television station 
in South Lebanon. In return, die Christian fundamentalists 
supported the right-wing Jewish pro-Israel agenda in the 

Many of these right wing Jewish strategists formed the 


backbone of the neoconservative movement that provided 
quite a number of foreign policy experts to the Reagan 
administration in the 1980s. It was they who formed foe 
unholy aHinnca of right-wing Jews and Christian fun- 
damentalists supporters of Israel within the Republican 
Party. . 

The intensity and success of this, rela tion s hi p can bebest 
understood by the example of 1988, when Arab- Americans 
took pro- Arab and balanced Middle East peace process 
resolutions to Democratic Party state conventions across the 
U:S. A coalition was formed of Arab- Americans, progres- 
sive Jews, African-Americans and peace activists. In every 
state where this coalition entered Democratic conventions, 
they won. And, for the first time, this same coalition 
succeeded in getting the issue of Palestinian statehood 
debated at the Democratic National Convention. 

On the other hand, the power of the neo-conservative and 
Christian fundamentalists alliance was so strong on the 
Republican side that, in 1988, Arab- Americans were unable 
to win or even secure a debate on any Middle East platform 
language in any state. Even in 1992, when Arab- Americans 
sought to change the very strong pro-Israel language of the 
Republican Party by adding language supportive of the 
Madrid process started by the Republican administration of 
President Bush and Secretary of State Baker, every attempt 
was defeated by this right wing alliance. 

So, today, as liberal Democrats, including many Jewish 
Democrats have begun a campaign to warn about the strong 
influence of the Christian right in the Republican Party, it is 
not surprising that neo-conservative Jews have rushed to the 
defence of their right-wing Christian Republican allies. This 
has set off a firestorm of debate within the Jewish commun- 
ity. 

Compounding tins debate is a recently published report by 
the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith (ADL), “The 
Religious Right: Assault on Tolerance and Pluralism in 
America," a study of the growing influence of the Christian 
fundamentalist movement. While the ADL steadfastly main- 
tains that their report is non-partisan and should not be 
confused with the Democratic campaign against the Christ- 
ian right, tbe timi ng of its release has fanned the frames of 
debate in the Jewish community. 

The sides in this debate currently line up something like 
this: On the one side are liberal Jewish organisations such as 
the American-Jewish Committee and the American-Jewisb 
Congress and moderate Jewish Republicans like Senator 
Alien Specter (R-PA). On the other side are Likud- 
supporting groups such as Americans for a Safe Israel (ASI) 
and former Reagan and Bush administration officials like 
former Reagan Assistant Secretary of State Elliot Abrams 
and Vice President Quayle's former Chief of Staff Wiliam 

Kristol. 

The role of the ADL in the midst of this dispute is, at best, 
confiising. A once-hberal civil rights organisation, the ADL 
has moved to the right* finding “anti-Semitism” in every 
liberal and left-wing group in the U.S. — African- 
Americans, tiie liberal press, the mainstream Protestant 
National Council of Churches, peace organisations and all 


. _ . I* ,-c the ADL which is responsible 

equation of anti-Israel and anti-Semitism). 
® r creapng “e eq “.iL* Christian fundamentalists 


ffiat the Christian fundamental^ 
The liberal side wan» vu f „ ^ M ^ gro^ 


are “anti-pluralist and intolerant,” and tnat uar growing 
the liberal social agenda on issues Uke 
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* oOTservative'iewish response is 
cnniTAcrwrvm of ASI said “the greatest friends the state of 
Israel has in America are the Christian conservatives airi he 
goes on to note that “conservative Christians .wdOribodox 
Jews share beliefs on many social and 

Elliot Abrams goes further, accusing many m his commun- 
ity of holding a “deep-seated fear of Christian Evangelical 
Soups" that he says is a form of bigotry. ^ Kristol 

adds ‘tit is just so short-sighted and self-destructive for a 
Jewish organisation like the ADL to unjustly and gratuitous- 
ly alienate Christian conservatives.” 

While the debate rages on in the Jewish community over 
the issue itself, and over the ADL report, the Republican 
Party leadership has apparently derided not to distance itself 
fromthe Christian right — a powerful bloc of votes which the 
Republicans feel are central to their electoral ambitions of 
1994 and 1996. At the same time, the party leaders and 1996 
presidential hopefuls are attempting to reach out to tta 
broader Jewish community in an effort not to lose their 
votes, as they seek to win upcoming elections. 

Tbe national chairman of the Republican Party Haley 
Barbour, characterised the attack on Christian fundamental- 
ists as “without doubt an organised political strategy. A 
cynical organised campaign of Christian bashing. He then 
went on to appeal to Jewish voters saying that he believed 
that Republicans “deserve more than (the) 15 per cent 1 of 
the Jewish vote that George Bush won in 1992 (recalling 
that, as a result of neo-conservative support, Ronald Reagan 
won 35 per cent of the Jewish vote in 1988). 

Mr. Barbour went on to pledge strong Republican support 
for Israel, saying, “I don’t think there can be any question 
rtiat Jerusalem should remain a united city under Israeli 
sovereignty.” The Republican Party chairman also noted 
that “if you look at most Republicans, you’ll see overwhelm- 
ing support for foreign aid to Israel.” 

The Democrats have succeeded in creating a national 
debate over the role that tbe Christian right wing plays in the 
Republican Party. But while the expected derate between 
Democrats and Republicans may now be subsiding, the 
debate within the Jewish community seems to be far from 
over. The bottom line in this debate is simple: is support for 
right wing Israel policy more important to the Jewish 
community than the social agenda of pluralism, tolerance 
and liberalism they have long espoused? 


Jordan on throes of transformation 


(Continued from page I) 


the Washington Declara- 
tion took place Monday, 
that the English term for 
“belligerency” existed in 
neither Arab nor Hebrew, 
indicating that a difference 
therefore hardly existed to 
warrant trouble over the 
issue. And it was that par- 
ticular sentence, indeed, 
that saw him receiving two 
standing ovations at tbe 
White House and Capitol 
Hill, signalling the inevita- 
bility or all-around agree- 
ment by the Jordanians, 
Americans and Israelis. 

Warren Christopher, the 
usually conservative and 
tight-lipped U.S. Secretary 
of State, sounded so elated 
and upbeat about the event 
that he told a television 
interviewer that Jordan's 
economy would witness a 
transformation process in 
the next couple of years. 
President Clinton had ear- 
lier called the King a 
"hero," who deserved total 
support from the American 
people. 

On the political level, 
Jordan has achieved not 
only a breakthrough in 
asserting its indispensable 
role in the emerging re- 
gional order, whether in 


terms of Amman’s rela- 
tionship with Saudi Arabia 
(Prince Bandar, tbe Saudi 
ambassador, absented him- 
self from Washington over 
the past few days) or in 
terms of renewing the 
Kingdom's traditionally 
dose ties with the U.S. 

Jordan did also make 
gains that would see Jorda- 
nians through the difficult 
economic period that 
started in the early eighties, 
deepened In the second 
half of that decade and 
continued during the Gulf 
crisis and war. 

Even in the Washington 
Declaration with Israel, the 
Jordanians made sure that 
the agreements reached 
would work to this coun- 
try’s benefits, preserving 
the holy Islamic place in 
Jerusalem being the best 
example there. Besides, 
there are elements in the 
agreements that would en- 
able Jordan to maintain 
and strengthen its geo- 
political interests in the re- 
gion as a whole. 

Senior Jordanian officials 
insist that no undue conces- 
sions were made to the 
Israelis through signing the 
Washington Declaration. 
Israel was basically after 
ending its isolation in the 


region, and Jordan did not 
ido. any more .tban^the 
Palestinians did oil Sept. 13 
last year or what the Sy- 
rians would do (upon 
reaching an agreement on 
the Golan Heights) to- 
wards that goal. Besides, a 
senior official asks, what is 
so new about ending the 
state of war (with the Jew- 
ish state). 

“Israel has finally agreed 
to accept Jordan's 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, having had posed 
a big threat to them for so 
long before. Who is win- 
ning there then? Who bad 
die greater military capa- 
bility to threaten the other 
before, if I may ask.” 

Tbe King, in his joint 
conference with President 
Clinton and Mr. Rabin af- 
ter addressing Congress on 
Tuesday, said Jordan was 
alerted to the possibility of 
terrorist attacks like those 
waged in London yesterday 
and in Argentina last week. 

“But in the final analy- 
sis,” said a senior Jorda- 
nian official, “the threat of 
violence cannot stop a 
country, especially like 
onrs, from seizing the right' 
moment and moving for- 
ward towards a better and 
more secure future." 


Deputies reaffirm support 


(Continued from page I) 


terest.'We should not ask 
Jordan to do what is beyond 
its powers and capacities,” he 
said. He described the King’s 
initiative as wise and 
courageous. 

Deputy Nader Dheirat said 
Jordan's decision to hold 
talks with Israel was not a 
Jordanian decision only, but 
was backed by Arab consen- 
sus. Jordan’s peace drive is 
meant to restore Jordanian 
water and territorial rights 
and to demarcate the Jorda- 
nian boundaries. 

Member of the Upper 
House of Parliament Ahmad 
Sand Al Adwan blessed the 
King’s step describing it as 
“daring and courageous” and 
wished King Hussein, every 
success in his efforts and con- 
tinuous endeavours to 
achieve what be aspired for 
to serve his own people and 
the Arab Nation. 

Al Ahd Party voiced total 
support for King Hussein’s 
efforts to achieve a just, last- 
ing and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East and to 
fnlffll Jordan’s national 
aspirations and goals. 

In a statement issued Mon- 
day Al Ahd said Jordan had 
never been absent from the 
scene of events in the region, 


Sharaaj No ‘real’ peace 
without Syria 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


But it criticised Jordan and 
claimed there was much 
popular and political opposi- 
tion in the Kingdom to the 
agreement. 

An Iraqi newspaper said 
the U.S. is committing a mis- 
take by “forcing” Arab coun- 
tries to make peace with 
Israel. 

“America is committing 
the craziest mistake ... im- 
posing borders and treaties,” 
tbe newspaper Babel said in a 
front-page editorial on the 
Jordan- Israel accord. 

Babel said that any deal 
with the “wicked Zionist en- 
tity" would eventually run 
contrary to the course of his- 
tory. 

“It is history not geography 
or politics which decides the 
path of events,” it said. 

Hardline Palestinian 
groups said the Jordan -Israel 
summit will not end war in 
the Middle East. 

Monday was “another 
black day to add to all the 
others in the history of Jor- 
dan.” the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) said. 

It said the summit was 
“another failure for the 
Arabs.” 

“Nobody will be able to 
put an end to the state of 


hostilities so long as (Arab) 
rights are trampled on by the 
enemy," it said, adding that it 
would “continue the fight 
whatever the cost to recover 
all Arab rights." 

In Tehran, Iran state radio 
said the peace declaration 
would not succeed in ending 
conflict in the Middle East. - 

It warned peace accords 
with Israel conld “not alone 
save the region from war and 
crisis” and that such agree- 
ments “would lead to new 
tension between people and 
compromising Arab lead- 
ers.” 

Libya joined in tbe attacks 
on the Jordanian-Israeli deal, 
saying it was a blow for the 
Palestinians. 

“Tbe signing of the accord 
between Israel and Jordan is 
yet another step on tiie road 
to liquidating the Palestinian 
cause,” said the country’s 
ministry of Arab unity. 

“This accord comes as 
Israel is continuing its aggres- 
sion against the Arabs and its 
bombardment of South Leba- 
non. It contradicts the U.N. 
Charter, which does not 
allow the recognition of the 
occupation of territory by 
force.” 

Newspapers in Tripoli, 
which rejects the Arab- Israeli 
peace process, also conde- 
mned the deal. 


Jordan says Jerusalem 
role unpoliticised 


1) 


support on the 
daim to Jeru- 


(Conlinued from page 

leaders for 
Palestinian 
salem. 

Mr. Arafat contacted Arab 
leaders in a bid to rally sup- 
port behind his objection to 
Israel's acknowledgement of 
Jordanian rights over Muslim 
sites in Jerusalem. 


meat. 

“This statement which may 
make the PLO shrug their 
shoulders only reflects cur- 
rent reality,” Mr. Rabin told 
Israeli radio from Washing- 
ton, referring to the Waqf. 


He telephoned King Has- 
san of Morocco, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
and Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz, Saudi Arabia's defence 
minister, a Palestinian official 
told AFT?. 

Mr. Arafat initially wel- 
comed the Israeli-Joraanian 
declaration ending 46 years 
of war. 

But the Palestinian author- 
ity's news agency WAFA la- 
ter put out a statement in 
Gaza denouncing the de- 
legation on Jordanian rights 
in the holy dty. 


“Tbe important thing is to 
separate religious and politic- 
al problems when it concerns 
Jerusalem,” he said. 


"In any case there are 
many who claim the Islamic 
holy sites: Saudi Arabia, the 
PLO, the king of Morocco 
who is chairman of the Al 
Quds committee of the Arab 
League and Jordan.” 

In an address to the U.S. 
Congress the King said Tues- 
day: 


“Any attempt to exclude 
the Palestinian leadership 
and Yasser Arafat in particu- 
lar from the negotiations on 
Jerusalem can only harm the 
peace process,” said Sufian 
Abu Zeida, a Gaza City offi- 
cial of Mr, Arafat's Fateh 
group. 


Mr. Rabin on Tuesday de- 
fended the recognition state- 


“My religious faith de- 
mands that sovereignty over 
the holy places in Jerusalem 
reside with God and God 
alone. Dialogue between the 
faiths should be streng- 
thened, religious sovereignty 
should be accorded to all 
believers of tbe three Abra- 
hamic faiths in accordance 
with their religions. In this 
way, Jerusalem will become 
the symbol of peace and its 
embodiment, as it must be 
for both Palestinians and 
Israelis when their negotia- 
tions determine the final sta- 
tus of Arab east Jerusalem." 


but bas always been an active 
participant in the decision- 
making process. 

Eight leftist and Islamic 
parties in addition to the 
Jordanian Arab Popular 
Committee for Confronting 
Concessions and Normalisa- 
tion of Relations with Israel 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the agreements reached be- 
tween Jordan and Israel 
saying that this will have 
negative consequences on 
Jordan's security and stabil- 
ity- 

In a statement issued Tues- 
day, they said the agreements 
will have “negative consequ- 
ences on our security and 
stability in Jordan and that of 
the entire Arab and Muslim 
worlds.” 

The statement said tbe 
government’s decisions were 
not democratic “since they 
were taken without referring 
to the Jordanian people nor 
to their representatives in 
Parliament nor to the politic- 
al parties.” 

The statement said the 
Washington Declaration ends 
the state of war between Jor- 
dan and Israel at a time when 
Israel is still “occupying our 
land and stealing our water. 

“Moreover, the declara- 
tion gave Israel new conces- 
sions, including security coor- 
dination, joint economic pro- 
jects and a share of Jordanian 
waters, including the Yar- 
mouk River water. It also 
ignored the refugee prob- 
lems,” the statement said. 

It added that Jordan had 
accepted Israeli claims to reli- 
gious sovereignty of the holy 
places, abandoned national 
and Islamic sovereignty over 
these places, and ignored 
Palestinian sovereignty. 


“Jordan's official accept- 
ance of all this is tantamount 
to a recognition of the total 
Israeli sovereignty on it." 

The statement also said 
that Jordan's “acceptance to 
becoming a party to the 
American-Zionist aids with- 
out any consideration for 
inter-Arab relations and re- 
gardless of the concessions on “ 
tiie relationship between tbe 
government and people of 
Jordan and the impact on 
Jordan's relations with die 
neighbouring Arab countries 
will have negative conse- 
quencies on Jordan’s security 
and stability and that-of the 
Arab and Islamic nations.” 

It was signed by the Jordan 
Arab Baath Socialist Party, 
the National Action From 
Party, the Jordan Democratic 
People’s Party, the Jordan 
Communist Party, the Isla- 
mic Action Front Party, the 
Jordan Democratic Socialist 
Party, the Jordan Democratic 
Popular Unity Party, tiie Jor- 
dan Arab Democratic Party 
and the Jordanian Arab 
Popular Committee for Con- 
fronting Concessions and 
Normalisation of Relations 
with Israel. 

The Islamic Action Front’s 
Zarqa chapter will stage a 
sit-in Wednesday at the par- 
ty’s headquarters along 
Zarqa- Amman highway. 

At the popular level a 
number of mayors, university 
professors, government offi- 
cials. refugee notables, 
academics, and heads of un- 
ions voiced their support for 


the King’s initiative and said 
the Washington Declaration 
will contribute to achieving 
the long-sought just, compre-^f 
hensive and lasting peace that 
Jordan hhas been advocating, 
in line witii international legi- 
timacy. 


Hamas offers to trade 
Israeli’s body for leaders 


G^QTY (AFPj^The 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) offered Tues- 
day to exchange the corpse of 
an Israeli soldier kidnapped 
in 1989 for three jailed Mus- 
lim fundamentalist leaders. 

The fundamentalists issued 
a statement giving Israel until 
Fntfey evening to respond to 
the firet sue* offer by Hamas 

Soldier Ilan Saadon was 
abducted as he hitch-hiked 
on May 3, 1989, murdered 
and his corpose buried some- 
where on the strip. 

Hamas claimed responsi- 
bility but said those who 
Knew where he was buried 
“a gone into exile. 

f oT C 0ur re a4iness 
to give back the body of 
Israeli soldiers Flan Saadon 
j5° *** Kidnapped and kil- 

n to e -° f011raTmeduni ts 
in 1989 in return for the 

release of Hamas leaders, in- 
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eluding Sheikh Ahmad Yas- 
sin, Abdul Karim in Obeid 
and Mustafa Dirani,’ the 
statement said. 

It also called for the release 
of “some detainees from 
other Palestinian factions.” 

Sheikh Yassin, who found- 
ed Hamas in December 1987, 
was arrested in a major 1989 
crackdown shortly after Saa- 
dom and another Israeli sol- 
dier were killed. He was 
jailed for life in October 1991 
for murder. 

Sheikh Yassin is Wind in 
the right eye, almost deaf, 
paralysed to both legs and 
reportedly in poor general 
health. 

Senior Shiite cleric Obeid p. 
was seized from his South 
Lebanon home by Israeli 
commandos in - July 1989. 

Israel also kidnapped Mr. 
Dirani, a Lebanese fun- 
damentalist chief. 
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King: Jordan has always sought a bold peace in the Mideast 


The following is the address to the joint session of U.S. 
Congress that His Majesty King Hussein made July 26 
1994 in Washington D.C. ’ 


utisuun conserv,i,\ **tr- 

itive Christians 

»aa and m ura "? 
accusing many 
fcarot CThnstian^t 
' Of bigotry.” Will- 
£d and self-d« ln S ' ^ 
t>_L to unjustly and 2^ for : 
Hives." “Paoutoij. 

n the Jewish Wmn , . 

ADL report. ihe^5> 
y decided not tod, s ,!JJte 
.werfuiblocofvoic^ 
o their electoral L??** 
l,e » 'he party 
rmpting to reath R ^ ^ 
t an effort not v 

[Jcoming elections w 
the Republican I 
■ck on Christian 

g^iised political Sj* 
Clinsttan bashinc " u®.. n 
oters saying tha,he& 
re than (the) 15 JJf*- 
Bush won in i*» 

Hive support. Ronald S 
ih vote in 10$$} ™ 

^strong Republicans 

ik there can be a „ v qn ^ 
a united cii — 1 ■ 


_ “nder bi* 

Party chairman al* ^ 
means, you'll >ee overeW 
* Israel." 

eded in ( creating a natioE 
iristinn right wine plavsinfc 
he expected debate betnec 
may now be subsiding, t 
nunily seems ;.» be far be 
.‘bate is simple: is support!* 
e important io the \tvi 
~nd:i of pluralism, lolera 
espoused? 


IT IS an honour for me to 
stand before you, the repre- 
sentatives of the great Amer- 
ican nan on, on this historic 
occasion. 

We have now become part- 
ners in shaping the future of 
nil our peoples. We seek for 
them a future of peace, sta- 
bility and security, the pros- 
pects for which, are growing 
before our eyes. It is a heart- 
warming sight for those of us 
who have continuously pur- 
sued this goal throughout our 
lives. 

We in Jordan have always 
sought a bold peace. We have 
been conscious of our respon- 
sibilities towards the doming 
generations — to ensure that 
they will have the certainty of 
leading a dignified and fulfil- 
led lire. We have sought a 
peace that can harness their 
creative energies, to allow 
them to realise their true 
potential and build their fu- 
ture with confidence, devoid 
of fear and uncertainty. 

None of this can be 
achieved without establishing 
a direct dialogue at the high- 
est level of leadership. 

This meeting in Washing- 
ton at the invitation of Presi- 
dent Clinton represents the 
beginning of a new phase in 
our common journey towards 
peace between Jordan and 
Israel. It is a milestone on the 
road towards comprehensive 
peace in our region. 

This meeting was preceded 


by a trilateral Jordanian - 
American-lsraeli meeting at 
which my brother, Crown 
Prince Hassan, represented 
myself and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres represented Israel. The 
trilateral working group was 
established under an agree- 
ment completed at that meet- 
ing hosted by President Clin- 
ton at the white House in 
October 1993. 

Following my recent visit 
to the United States, in light 
of the status of negotiations, I 
decided to share with my 
people the realities affecting 
our search for peace. In a 
meeting with members of our 
Parliament, I addressed the 
entire Jordanian nation. I 
have been rewarded by their 
approval and support. 

Their expression of confi- 
dence has always been the 
foremost consideration in my 
life. All of Jordan is here with 
me today. 

We also remember today 
the three generations of gal- 
lant Jordanians and so many 
others who sacrificed them- 
selves for the cause of Pales- 
tine. Every household in Jor- 
dan has sent a son to answer 
the Arab call. Many have not 
returned. Their sacrifices has 
made it possible for me to be 
here today. 

My family has also paid a 
heavy price. My great grand- 
father, the leader of the 


Great Arab Revolt for free- 
dom, independence and uni- 
ty, lies buried next to die 
blessed A1 Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem. I was by the side 
of my grandfather. King 
Abdullah, at the doors of A1 
Aqsa Mosque when he was 
martyred. He was a man of 
peace who gave his life for 
this ideal. I have pledged my 
life to fulfilling his dream. He 
too is here today. 


Mr. Speaker, 


In our meeting today I 
hope you will find a deal- 
message to the American na- 
tion and to the world. We are 
together committed to work 
tirelessly to banish forever 
the abnormal conditions 
■which have dominated our 
people’s lives. 

We want normality and 
humanity to become the pre- 
vailing order. 

Although we have 
laboured for so long under 
conditions of hostility, I am 
certain that we can see these 
conditions for what they are: 
emblems of an unnatural and 
sinister state. We have all 
known the portents of this 
state: the fear of death, the 
silence of isolation. And we 
have all felt the fear that has 
mesmerised os, preventing ns 
from moving forward to cre- 
ate together a bright future 
for' the coming generations. 

What we are witnessing 
today, God willing, is a prog- 
ression from a state of war to 
a state of peace. These uni- 
que circumstances allow us to 


take bold steps. 

Our meeting now repre- 
sents a revolt against all that 
is unnatural. It is unnatural 
not to have direct and open 
meetings between our respec- 
tive officials and their lead- 
ers, in order to grapple with 
all aspects of the conflict, 
and, God willing, to resolve 
them. It is unnatural not to 
wish to bridge this gulf, 
across which we have all paid 
a shattering toll in Mood and 
tears; The waste of onr youth 
and the grief of our fore- 
fathers. we have suffe red 
this loss together and it will 
leave its impact on all of us 
far into the future. 


political pluralism and human 
rights for his nation. 

I come before you today 
encouraged in the knowledge 
that the prime minister of 
Israel and his government 
have responded to the call for 
peace. They have recognised 
the Palestinian people and 
their rights, and are negotiat- 
ing with their chosen lead- 
ership in accordance with 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solutions 242 and 338. 


The two Semitic peoples, 
the Arabs and the Jews, have 
endured bitter trials and tri- 
bulations during the journey 
of history. Let us resolve to 
end this suffering forever and 
to fulfill our responsibilities 
as leaders of our peoples, and 
our duty as human beings 
towards mankind. 

I come before you today 
fully conscious of die need to 
secure a peace for all the 
children of Abraham. Our 
land is the birthplace of the 
divine faiths and the cradle of 
ther heavenly messages to all 
humanity. 

I also come before you 
today as a soldier who seeks 
to bear arms solely in the 
defence of his homeland, a 
man who understands the 
fears of his neighbours, and 
who wishes only to live in 
peace with them, a man who 
wishes to secure democracy. 


For onr part we will never 
forget Palestine: not for a 
moment. We in Jordan were 
the first to shoulder our re- 
sponsibility, and we were the 
most adversely affected by 
the legacy of the Palestinian 


still our people in 
Jordan remain one united 
family, irrespective of then- 
origins, sharing equality, free 
to choose their political fu- 
ture and destiny. 

My religious faith demands 
that sovereignty over the holy 
places in Jerusalem reside 
with God and God alone. 
Dialogue between the faiths 
should be s tr eng th ened; reli- 
gious sovereignty should be 
accorded to all believers of 
the three Abrahamic faiths, 
in accordance with their reli- 
gions. In this way, Jerusalem 
will become the symbol of 
peace and its embodiment, as 
it must be for both Palesti- 
nians and Israelis when their 
negotiations determine the 
final status of Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

I come before you today 


fully confident that progress 
will be made on the Syrian- 
Israeli and Lebanese- Israeli 
tracks of the peace process, 
and towards the achievement 
of comprehensive peace. 

Mr. Speaker, the state of 
war between Israel and Jor- 
dan is over. We have 
accepted UNSCR 338 which 
calls for negotiations between 
the parties concerned, under 
appropriate auspices, to 
establish a just and durable 
peace in the Middle East. 

We have accepted UNSCR 
242, which sought acknow- 
ledgement of the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and poli-, 

deal independence of every 
state in the area and their 
right to live in peace within 
secure and recognised bound- 
aries free from threats or acts 
of force. 


hearing, all-knowing. (The 
Koran, Chapter 8, Verse 
61).” 


Mr. Speaker, 


Z want to reaffirm, without 
any reservation, that we. 
together with the other par- 
ties concerned, have exer- 
cised our sovereign right to 
make peace. We are moving 
forward and tackling, one by 
one. all the problems listed in 
our common agenda. We 
have great faith in our joint 
progress towards the ultimate 
goal, the culmination of all 
our efforts, a Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty. 

In this, we take courage 
from the words of God, m his 
Holy Book, the Koran: 

"Then if they should be 
inclined to make peace, do 
thou incline towards it also, 
and put thy trust in Allah. 
Surety, it is he who is all 


I value the long friendship 
between Jordan and the Un- 
ited States, inherited from 
the era of my grandfather, I 
have sought over thirty-four 
years, since the presidency of 
Dwight Eisenhower, to en- 
sure that it be honest and 
true. 

It has been a friendship 
built on mutual respect ana 
common interests. I am 
proud to remind you how we 
stood shoulder to shoulder 
during the long years of the 
cold war. 

And now together we 
share a great hope: to estab- 
lish a lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 

We believe that an endur- 
ing partnership for coopera- 
tion and development be- 
tween Jordan and the United 
Statess 15 essential to the 
realisation of this dream. 

We aim to build a better 
future under peace; to 
change the pattern of life for 
our people from despair and 
hopelessness to honour and 
dignity. We want to fashion a 
new commonwealth of hope 
on our ancient soil; we want 
all voices to be heard in 
shaping a new regional order. 

If we are to achieve our 
aims, all of us must be given 
the opportunity and the tools 
to play our part in this histor- 
ic endeavour. The creative 
drive of our region has been 


crippled by the conflict; the 
heating hand of the interna- 
tional community is now 
essential. 

It should never be forgot- 
ten that peace resides ulti- 
mately not in the hands of 
governments, but in the 
hands of the people. For un- 
less peace can be made real 
to the men, women and chil- 
dren of the Middle East, the 
best efforts of negotiators will 
come to nought. 


Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. President, 


I have come before you 
today to demonstrate that we 
are ready to open a new era 
in our relations with Israel 
with the help and coopera- 
tion of this august body the 
peace we all want can be 
achieved. 

With your help, I am cer- 
tain that the imbalances be- 
tween our societies can be 
remedied and that the 
sources of frustration and en- 
mity can be eradicated. 

It is in this spirit and with 
these hopes that I share this 
platform with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

To all of you. and to the 
American people, I offer my 
thanks for your kindness, 
hospitality and for aU your 
support. 


May God Bless you all. 


WA Assaiamn Alaykum 
Wa Rahmatullahi Wa 
Barakatubu 


Rabin: Negotiations will not be easy, but bright future in store 


The following is the address for Israel/ Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to the United States Congress in Washing- 
ton , D.C. on July 26, 1994. 
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Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. President, 

Your Majesty, the King of 
Jordan, 

Members of Congress, 


. Shalom, 


f 


, EACH year, on' Memorial 

- Day for the Fallen of Israel’s 
Wan, I go to the cemetery of 

* Mount Herzl in Jerusalem. 
' Faring me are the graves and 

headstones, the colourful 
flowers blooming on them- 

* and thousands of pairs of 
; weeping eyes. I stand there, 
: in front of that large silent 
' crowd, and read in their eyes 

the words of the Young Dead 

* Soldiers, as Archibald Mac- 
Leish entitled the poem from 
w hich I ta ke these lines: 

"They say: 

• Whether our lives and our 
' deaths 

were for peace and a new 
; hope, 

or for nothing, 
we cannot say; 
it is you who must say 

- this.” 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


together with his father, was 
an emissary to the talks with 
King Abdullah and to other 
missions of peace. Today he 
is also an emissary of peace. 

☆A classmate of mine, 
Chana Rivlin of Kibbutz 
Gesher which faces Jordan, 
who endured bitter fighting 
and lost a son in war. Today 
she looks out her window 
onto Jordan and wants the 
dream of peace to come true. 

fr Avraham Daskal, ninety 
years old, who worked for 
the Electric Company in 
Trans-Jordan and was pri- 
vileged to attend the celebra- 
tions marking King Hussein’s 
birth. He is hoping for peace 
in his lifetime. 

☆And Dani Matt, who 
fought the Jordanians in the 
War of Independence, was 
taken a prisoner-of-war and 
devoted his life to the secur- 
ity of the State of Israel. He 
hopes that bis grandchildren 
will never know war. 

☆ Mrs. Penina Heizog, 
whose husband wove the first 
threads of political ties with 
Jordan. 

With ns here in this hall 


was captured by the Jorda- 
* mans in 1948, who awaits the 
day when the borders will be 
open. 

☆ And Dr. Asher Susser, a 
scholar who has done re- 
search on Jordan throughout 
his adult life. 

☆ And Dr. Sharon Regev, 
whose father was killed while 
pursuing terrorists in the Jor- 
dan Valley and who yearns 
for peace with all his heart. 

Here they are before yon, 
people who never rejoiced in 
the victories of war, but 
whose hearts are now filled 
with joy in peace. 


in ending war. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


The debates goes on: Who 
shapes the face of history? 
Leaders or circumstances? 

My answer to you is: We 
all shape the face of history. 
We, the people. We, the 
farmers behind our plows, 
the teachers in onr clas- 
srooms, the doctors in saving 
lives; die scientists at our 
■computers, the workers on 
tiie assemsbiy lines, the buil- 
ders on our scaffolds. 
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We have come from Jeru- 
salem to Washington because 
it is we who must say, and we 
are here to say: It is peace we 
dream. It is peace we desire. 

With me here in this House 
today, are my partners in this 
great dream. Here with me, 
here with you, are: 

☆ Amiram Kaplan, whose 
first brother was killed in an 
accident, whose second 
brother was killed in pursuit 
of terrorists, whose third 
brother was killed in war and 
whose parents died of heart- 
break. And today be is a 
seeker of peace, 
fr Moshe Sasson, who. 


are: 

☆ Mr. Gabi Kadosh, from 
Eilat which touches on the 
frontier with Jordan and will 
be a focus of common tour- 


ism. 

☆ And Mr. Shimon Cahan- 
er, who fought against the 
Jordanians, memorialises his 
fallen comrades and hopes 
that they will have been the 
last to fell. 

☆ And Mr. Tala! A1 
Krienawi, a representative of 
the Bedouins in Israel who 
look forward to renewing the 
friendship with their brothers 
in Jordan. 

☆ And Mr. David Coren, a 
member of a kibbutz which 


I have come here today 
from Jerusalem on behalf of 
those thousands of bereaved 
families - though I haven't 
asked their permission. I 
stand here on behalf of the 
parents who have buried 
their children; and of the 
children who have no fathers, 
and of the sons and daughters 
who are gone, but return to 
os in our dreams. I stand here 
today on behalf of those 
youngsters who wanted to 
live, to love, to build a home. 
I have come from Jerusalem 
in the name of our children, 
who began their lives with 
great hope and are now 
names on graves and memo- 
rial stones, old pictures in 
albums, fading clothes in 
closets. Each year as I stand 
before the parents whose lips 
are chanting "KaddUh," the 
Jewish Memorial Prayer, 
ringing in my ears are the 
words of MacLeish who 
echoes the plea of the young 
dead soldiers: 


.jiion »- . ^ 

'Z Rabin address Congress 


'They say: We leave you our 
deaths. 

Give them their meaning.” 
Let us gjve them meaning; 
Let us make an end to 
bloodshed. 

Let us make true peace. 
Let us today be victorious 


We, the mothers blinking 
back tears as our sons are 
inducted into the army, we, 
the fathers ^ who stay awake at 
night worried and anxious for 
our children’s safety. We, 
Jews and Arabs. We, Israelis 
and Jordanians. We. the Peo- 
ple, we shape the face of 
history. 

And we, the leaders, bear 
the voices, and sense the 
deepest emotions and feel- 
ings of the thousands and the 
millions, and translate them 
into reality. 

If my people did not desire 
peace so strongly, I would 
not be standing here today. 
And I am sure that if the 
children of Amman and the 
soldiers of Irbid, the women 
of Salt and the citizens of 
Aqaba did not seek peace, 
our partner in this great 
quest, the King of Jordan, 
would not be here now, shak- 
ing hands, calling for peace. 

We bear the responsibility. 
We have the power to decide. 
And we dare not miss this 
great opportunity. For it is 
the duty of leaders to bring 
peace and well-being to their 
peoples. We are graced with 
the privilege of fulfilling this 
duty for onr peoples. 


tween Israel and Jordan have 
continued for a generation 
now. Even today, so many 
years later, we carry with us 
good memories of the special 
ties between your country. 
Your Majesty, and mine, and 
we carry with us the grim 
reminders of the times we 
found ourselves at war. 

We remember the days of 
your grandfather, the King, 
who sought avenues of peace 
with the heads of the Jewish 
people and the leaders of the 
young State of Israel. 

There is much work before 
use. We face psychological 
barriers. We face genuine 
practical problems. Walls of 
hostility have been built on 
tiie River Jordan which runs 
between us. You in Amman, 
and we in Jerusalem, must 
tear down those barriers and 
walls, most solve those con- 
crete problems. 

Yesterday we took a giant 
step towards a peace which 
will embrace it all: borders 
and water, security and eco- 
nomics, trade without 
boycotts, tourism, the en- 
vironment and diplomatic re- 
lations. We want a peace 
between human beings. 


nourishes our soil; the same 
hot wind parches our fields. 
We find shade under the 
same fig tree and savor the 
fruit of the same green vine. 
We drink from the same well 
and the laughter of a baby in 
Amman can wake the sleepy 
citizens of Jerusalem. Only a 
seventy minute journey sepa- 
rates these cities — seventy 
minutes and forty-six years. 
And just as we have been 
great enemies, so can we be 
good neighbours. 


of your generous support, 
understanding and coopera- 
tion which are all but beyond 
compare in modem history. 
Thank you President Clinton, 
thank you Secretary Christ- 
opher. Thank you, America. 


Your Mfoesty, 


Your Majesty, 


Your Majesty, 


Beyond the ceremonies, 
after the festivities, we will 
move on to the negotiations. 
They will not be easy. Bot 
when they are completed, a 
wonderful, common future 
awaits us. The Middle East, 
the cradle of the great 
monotheistic civilisation: 
Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam, the Middle East, 
which was a valley of the 
shadow of death, will be a 
place where it is a pleasure to 
live. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 

. The complex relations be- 


Your Majesty, 

We live on the same stretch 
of land. The same rain 


We have both seen a lot in 
our lifetime. We have both 
seen too much suffering. 
What will you leave to your 
children? What will I leave to 
my grandchildren? I don’t 
have any assets. I have only 
dream: to - build a better 
world — a world of under- 
standing and harmony, a 
world in which it is a joy to 
live. This is not asking too 
much. 

Your Majesty, 

The State of Israel thanks 
you: for accepting dur hand 
in peace; for your political 
wisdom and courage; for 
planting new hope in our 
hearts, in the hearts of your 
subjects, and the hearts of all 
peace-loving people. And I 
know that you enjoy the 
highest esteem of the United 
States — this great America 
which is helping the bold to 
make a peace of the brave. 

I would like to thank, first. 
President Clinton, and the 
former Presidents of the Un- 
ited States, the members of 
the administrations over the 
years, Mr. Vice President, 
Mr. Speaker, Distinguished 
representatives of the Amer- 
ican people, and to you, the 
wonderful people to Amer- 
ica. 

No words can express our 
gratitude to you, for the years 


Tomorrow I shall return to 
Jerusalem, the capital of the 
State of Israel ana the heart 
of the Jewish people. Lining 
the road to Jerusalem are 
rusting bulks of metal-burnt- 
out, silent, cold. They are the 
remains of convoys which 
brought food and medicine to 
the war-tom and besieged 
city of Jerusalem forty-six 
years ago. 

For many of Israel’s 
citizens, their story is one of 
heroism, part of a national 
legend. For me and for ray 
comrades-in-arms, every 
scrap of cold metal lying 
there by the wayside is a 
bitter memory. I remember, 
as though it were just yester- 
day, the youngsters who died 
inside those metal heaps. 
Their screams of pain stQl 
echo in my ears. In my mind’s 
eye, I can still see the blood 
draining out of their bodies. 
And I am still haunted by the 
deathly silence which fol- 
lowed. 

I remember them. I was 
their commander in war. For 
them the ceremony has come 
too late. What endures are 
their children, their com- 
rades, their legacy. 

And I, I.D. Number 
30743, Retired Lt. -General. 
Yitzhak Rabin, a soldier in 
the Israeli Defence Forces 
and a soldier in the army of 
peace. 

I, who sent regiments into 
the fire and soldiers to their 
deaths; I say to you. Your 
Majesty, the King of Jordan, 
and I say to you, American 
friends: 


Today we are embarking 
on a battle which has no dead 
and no wounded, no blood 
and no anguish. This is the 
only battle which is a plea- 
sure to wage .... for peace. 

Tomorrow, on the way up 
to Jerusalem, thousands of 
flowers will cover the remains 
of those rusting armoured 
vehicles, the ones that never 
made it to the city. Tomor- 
row, from those silent metal 
heaps, thousands of flowers 
will smile to us "Shalom,” 
peace. 

In the Bible, our Book of 
Books, peace is mentioned in 
its various idioms two hun- 
dred and thirty seven times. 
In the Bible, from which we 
draw our values and our 
strength, in the Book of Jere- 
miah, we find a lamentation 
for Rachel and Matriarch; it 
reads: 

"Refrain your voice from 
weeping, and your eyes from 
tears; 

for . their work shall be re- 
warded, says tine Lord.” 


We will not refrain from 
weeping for those who are 
gone. But on this summer 
day in Washington, far from 
home, we sense that our 
work will be rewarded, as the 
Prophet foretold. 

Tne Jewish tradition calls 
for a blessing on every new 
tree, every new fruit, on ev- 
ery new season. 


Let me conclude with the 
ancient Jewish blessing that 
has been with us, in exile and 
in Israel, for thousands of 
years. 

“Blessed are You. O Lord, 
who has preserved us, and 
sustained us, and enabled us 
to reach the time.” 


God, Bless the Peace. 


Thank you. 
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ated applause he drew with 
his resounding affirmation of 
Jordan's commitment to 
peace. 

“We want normality and 
humanity to become the pre- 
vailing order,” said the King. 
"What we are witnessing to- 
day, God willing, is a prog- 
ression from a state of war to 
a state of peace.” 

‘This meeting in Washing- 
ton at the invitation of Presi- 
dent Cfintan represents the 
beginning of a new phase in 
our common journey towards 
peace between Jordan and 
Israel. It is a milestone on the 
road toward comprehensive 
peace in our region." 

King Hussein paid tribute 
to the fallen of his country 
over three generations in sup- 
port of the Palestinian cause, 
and pledged: “We will never 
forget Palestine — not for a 
moment.” 

King Hussein said the pros- 
, peas for peace and security 
“are growing before our 
; eyes.” 

Mr. Rabin, in his speech, 
said, **we have come from 


Jerusalem to Washington be- 
cause it is we who must say 
and we are here to say this is 
ou r goa l: it’s peace we.de- 
aie” 

Mr. Rabin, nodding to 
King Hussein, said he carries 
good memories of the two 
countries’ former good rela- 
tions, but added, “walls of 
hostilities have been built on 
the River Jordan which runs 
between us ... you in Amman 
and we in Jerusalem must 
bring down those barriers 
and walls." 

Mr. Rabin introduced in 
tiie audience several Israelis 
involved in the long conflict 
between Arabs and Israelis, 
“people who never rejoiced 
in the victories of war, but 
whose hearts are now filled 
with joy in peace.” He men- 
tioned them by name and 
they stood up in the galleries. 

King Hussein raised the 
issue of holy sites in Jeru- 
salem, saying, “my religious 
faith demands that sovereign- 
ty over the holy places in 
Jerusalem reside with God 
and God alone.” 

But he called for interfaith 
dialogue and said that “reli- 


gious sovereignty should be 
accorded to all believers. ...” 

“In this way, Jerusalem 
will become the symbol of 
peace and its embodiment," 
be said. 

“I have come here today 
from Jerusalem on behalf of 
those thousands of bereaved 
families, though I haven't 
asked their permission,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

But “If my people did not 
desire peace so strongly, I 
would not be standing here 
today,” he added. 

"Beyond the ceremonies, 
after the festivities, we will 
move on to the negotiations. 
They will not be easy. But 
when they are completed, a 
wonderful, common future 
awaits us,” Mr. Rabin said. 

King Hussein said he was 
"fully confident that progress 
will be made on the Syrian- 
Israeli and Lebanese-Israeli 
tracks of the peace process, 
and towards the achievement 
of comprehensive peace.” 

Launching a new era of 
peaceful relations at White 
House ceremonies on Mon- 
day, the two leaders signed 
documents making it possible 
for their citizens to talk by 
telephone, fly over one 
another's territory and 


cooperate on fighting crime. 

Mr. Rabin hailed the 
accord as “the closest thing to 
a treaty of peace." 

Both spoke enthusiastically 
of prospects for normal rela- 
tions. even while acknow- 
ledging some thorny issues 
remain, including conflict 
over Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan, sharing of scarce wa- 
ter resources and determin- 
ing a permanent border. 

King Hussein termed the 
Washington Declaration a 
“modest, determined begin- 
ning” to end the region's 
fear, bitterness and suspi- 
cion. 

Mr. Rabin, joining King 
Hussein at a signing cere- 
mony on the White House 
lawn, said the agreement to 
end 46 years of hostility set 
Israel and Jordan "on a road 
which still 1 must be com- 


pleted.” 

Later, at a black-tie din- 
ner, President Ginton paid 
tribute to the “two brave 
leaders ... (who) have cros- 
sed much hostile territory so 
that their children and their 
children's children need fight 
no more.” 


In an emotional reply. 
King Hussein called it “a 
unique day ... for all those 
who have yearned to the 
breaking of a new dawn m 
onr region, when energies 
and resources and talents can 
together have an opportunity 
to flourish, can together build 
a better future, which is the 
right of all.” 


"What we have achieved 
today, sir, is something that 
we leave for all our people to 
protect and to chensh in the 
times ahead,” said the King. 


Declaration sets framework 


(Continued from page I) 
in the face of repeated Israeli 
extremists’ attempts to dese- 
crate the holy places, has 
secured Jordan's sovereignty 
over Islamic holy places in 
advance and has thus secured 
continued right to provide 
care and protection to these 


places. Dr. Anani said. 

Describing the Washington 
declaration as a reaffirmation 
of the Jordani an-Israeli com- 
mon agenda signed last 
September, the minister said 
that it heralds an, end of the 
state of war between the two 
rides. 


Clinton restates pledge 


(Continued from page I j 


terrorism that threatens the 
historic march to Mideast 


peace. 

King Hussein said Arabs 
and Israelis must “live as 
members of one family." He 
denounced the bombers of 
the Israeli embassy in Lon- 
don as the “enemies of hope, 
enemies of security." 

Using even more pointed 
language, Mr. Rabin lashed 
oat at “radical Islamic terror- 
ists” he said were committed 
to blocking peace in the re- 
gion through violence, in- 
cluding the London bombing 
Tuesday and another last 
week in Argentina. 

President Clinton also de- 
nounced the bombings as the 
likely work of those opposed 
to Middle East peace. 

“We will not, we must not, 
allow them to disrupt the 
peace process,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “We cannot allow the 
enemies of peace to prevail." 

King Hussein said: “We 
are going to have to increase 
our viguance in this respect 


because more may come.” 

Mr. Rabin also accused 
Iran of controlling the Islamic 
fundamentalist group Hizbol- 
Lah, which has been blamed 
for several attacks. 

“If you ask me who is the 
boss of Hizbollah it is Iran,” 
Mr. Rabin said, adding that 
the group was equipped with 
modem weapons he believed 
had come from Iran via Syria. 
But he said he believed the 
weapons flow through Syria 
had slowed in recent months. 

He urged Syria to limit 
Hizbollah activities in Leba- 
non, but said he thought 
Damascus wanted to exert 
only a limited influence on 
the group. 

Mr. Rabin said bis country 
did not want “one square 
inch" of Lebanese territory 
and would respect its borders 
in any peace treaty with 
Lebanon. 

“We don’t seek one square 
inch of Lebanese territory,” 
Mr. Rabin said. “The border 
there is defined. There is an 


international border and we 
will respect it.” 

President Clinton said Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
had called him to support the 
Jordan-Israei declaration of 
peace. Mr. Yeltsin also 
pledged to withdraw troops 
from Estonia, Mr. Clinton 
said, describing it as part of 
“the vibrations of peace" 
flowing from the Israel- 
Jordan agreements. 

"As you know, this has 
been one of the principal 
objectives of American poli- 
ty, so that now, for the first 
time since the end of World 
War n, on the last day of 
August there will be no more 
Russian troops in Germany 
or anywhere in Eastern 
Europe,” Mr. Clinton said. 

"I think that King Hussein 
and the prime minister have 
put peace in the air all over 
the world,” Mr. Clinton said. 

T think maybe the vibra- 
tions of peace that the King 
and the prime minister have 
sent out, who knows what 
may be announced tomor- 
row,” he added. 

Mr. Clinton said Mr. Yelt- 
sin called him to say “how 
pleased he was about what 
had happened here between 
Jordan and Israel.” 
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Arab Gulf central banks under 
fire for neglecting development 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Gulf official Tuesday laun- 
ched a rare attack on regional 
central banks, saying they 
were neglecting development 
by sticking to their old role of 
merely issuing notes and re- 
ceiving government funds. 

“Despite their weight in 
the banking system and high 
qualifications in supervising 
monetary and financial activi- 
ties, the central banks in the 
Golf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) are still concentrating 
on their traditional functions 
like issuing currency notes 
and acting as banks for the 
governments and the com- 
mercial banks said Hassan 
A1 Numan, chairman of the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Chambers’ Federa- 
tion. 

'The central banks, like 
those in advanced countries, 
should transcend their tradi- 
tional roles by contributing to 


expanding the development 
activities of the commercial 
banks through the mobilisa- 
tion of the frozen resources 
of the private sector and 
drawing up mechanisms for 
their utilisation," he empha- 
sised. 

GCC banks have often 
come under fire for devoting 
their financing operations to 
non-productive sectors such 
as trade, construction and 
services for more profits. 

But this is the first time 
. that central banks are directly 
held responsible for negli- 
gence of the industrial and 
agricultural sectors. 

The central banks have 
been involved in measures to 
reform their b ankin g sector 
to ensure all units meet inter- 
national standards in terms of 
capita] adequacy, the ratio 
between shareholders 
equities and assets. 

The measures, following 


adequacy rules by the Bank 
for International Settle- 
ments, include incentives for 
merging banks, stronger su- 
pervision by monetary au- 
thorities, curbs on lending 
and instructions to raise 
capital. 

The central banks, howev- 
er, have not interfered In 
banking operations apart 
from urging banks from time 
to time to give attention to 
productive fields. 

Sheikh Numan gave no fi- 
gures but official statistics 
showed loans to trade and 
construction accounted for 
more than half the $24.5 bil- 
lion extended by Saudi Ara- 
bia's 12 commercial banks in 
credits in 1992. 

In the UAE, the two sec- 
tors received nearly 60 per 
cent of the $10.8 billion pro- 
vided by the country’s 19 
national banks and 28 foreign 


Planning agency says Japan 
should deepen ties with Asia 
to prevent industrial demise 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
should deepen its inter- 
dependence with other Asian 
economies to prevent the 
strong yen from “hollowing 
oat" the country's industrial 
base, the Economic Planning 
Agency (EPA) said Tuesday. 

“We have often beard the 
pessimistic view that the 
Japanese economy will hol- 
low out," the agency said in 
its annual white paper, refer- 
ring to growing fears that the 
strong yen will face the coun- 
try’s industrial base offshore. 

But while the adjustment 
might be “painful” in some 
sectors, the agency said 
Japan could ultimately be- 
nefit by concentrating on 
value-added industries. 

“It is true that the transfer 
of manufacturing production 
bases abroad will reduce 
domestic production, em- 


ployment and investment 
opportunities. In the short 
term, tire adjustment to in- 
creases in imports and over- 
seas production might be 
painful in some industries," it 
warned. 

“However, economic effi- 
ciency and expansion will be 
promoted if we can shift eco- 
nomic resources freed by the 
increase in direct investment 
to more value-added sectors. 
Therefore, it is important to 
deepen interdependence with 
Asian countries and make the 
trade and industrial more 
value added,” the EPA 
pointed out. 

The white paper, adopted 
by the cabinet Tuesday, said 
the type of direct Japanese 
investment expected to in- 
crease as a result of the yen’s 
appreciation was in the elec- 
tronics sector in Asian conn- 


Italian firms interested 
in investing in Jordan 

THE economic mission of the Piedmontese companies 
(north Italy) will have a part in the increasing trade 
exchanges between Italy and Jordan in particular at this 
important moment of peace-making. The Italian managers 
are very interested in becoming integrated in the plans of 
interchange and investment in Jordan and Palestine. Be- 
tween the companies which have a part in the mission there 
were also the Marco Polo Environmental Group with 
proposals for the environment with the aim to recycle liquids 
ana solid waste into organic fertiliser and electric energy. 
These new technologies coming from Marco Polo will allow 
a better valorification of waste daily produced by the 
industrial system. This will ensure a positive use of waste. 
According to the president of the group, Mr. Antonio 
Bertolotto, the industrial operators of Jordan and Palestine 
can make use of the real valorification methods of wastes. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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tries. 

For every one percentage 
point increase in the yen's 
value, it said Japanese invest- 
ment in manufacturing in 
Asia was estimated to rise 1.6 
per cent. 

The Japanese currency has 
soared more than 10 per cent 
so far this year, with the 
dollar falling to a new all- 
time low of less than 97 yen 
earlier this month, down 
from alm ost 112 yen at the 
end of last year. 

“Direct investment in 
’ Asian countries is intended to 
utilise the cost advantage by 
specialising in labonr- 
in tensive production proces- 
ses. On the other hand, direct 
investment in North America 
and Europe is largely (for the 
establishment of) production 
bases for local sales, which 
falls under the influence of 
cyclical movements of the 
economy,” the white paper 
said. 

The agency noted that the 
yen’s recent surge was having 
a bigger impact on the 
Japanese economy than the 
appreciation which occurred 
in the late 1980s. 

The surge which began in 
1985 represented a return to 
the “equilibrium yen -dollar 
rate”, based on the purchas- 
ing power of goods in Japan 
and the United States from 
which exchange rates had 
previously deviated. 

“On the other hand, the 
rapid appreciation in the 
yen’s value after 1993 cannot 
be explained by movements 
in the equilibrium yen-dollar 
rate. 


units. 

Construction and trade 
have remained the most pro- 
fitable sectors in GCC states 
— Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait and 
the UAE — as other invest- 
ment opportunities are re- 
latively limited. 

“GCC central banks 
should shouldeT their respon- 
sibilities by persuading 
national banks to pump more 
funds into such productive 
sectors as industry and agri- 
culture,” Sheikh Numan 
wrote in the chambers maga- 
zine, Trade. 

“Their concentration on 
certain sectors like trade and 
real estate have pushed banks 
and those sectors to a dead- 
lock. Such sectors have be- 
come saturated and the banks 
are still striving to regain 
tbeir loans and interests." he 
concluded. 


Jordan , 

Israel to 

pursue 

free trade 
agreement 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel and 
Jordan will seek a free trade 
agreement in another step 
toward normalised relations, 
the head of the international 
division of Israel's finance 
ministry said Tuesday. 

“The concept of a free- 
trade agreement was raised 
by the Jordanians' and 
accepted by us,” said division 
head Etaud Kaufman, a dele- 
gate to talks last week in 
Jordan after Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres’s his- 
toric public visit to the King- 
dom. 

“It by definition means 
that the Arab boycott will be 
abolished — or at least Jor- 
dan’s adherence to it will 
be,” Mr. Kaufman said. 

Mr. Kaufman told repor- 
ters the two countries would 
I now discuss the length of a 
phase-in period during which 
tariffs on Israeli goods enter- 
ing Jordan would be gradual- 
ly reduced. Jordan proposes 
a 15-year term, but Israel 
wants a shorter one. 

The sides agreed that 
Jordanian exports should be 
duty-free first because 
Israel’s economy is more adv- 
anced. Mr. Kaufman said. 

Israel and Jordan also 
agreed to share technology, 
marketing networks and 
trade-related infrastructures, 
such as ports. 

Mr. Kaufman said he be- 
lieved the two countries 
could jointly exploit minerals 
such as potash on their bor- 
der near the Dead Sea. 



ASEAN wins 
European assurances 
on protectionism 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The clauses. 

European Union (EU) Tues- The United States is in- 


European Union (EU) Tues- 
day assured ASEAN that it 
would not curb the region’s 
burgeoning exports with pro- 
tectionist barriers, but the 
two sides remain divided on 
terms for a new cooperation 
pact. 

Hans van den Brock, EU 
commissioner for external 
political relations, said that 
while the EU favoured a 
wider mandate for the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), 
“we have no intention of 
giving any legitimacy to dis- 
guised or green protection- 
ism." 

Mr. Van den Brock was 
speaking at annual talks here 
between foreign ministers of 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) -arid 
their, njajor trading partners,' - 
the > United States, Canada, 
South Korea, Japan, Austra- 
lia, New Zealand and the EU. 

His assurance came'amid 
growing concern among 
ASEAN states — Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thai- 
land — over Western de- 
mands that developing coun- 
tries improve workers’ wages 
and social benefits as precon- 
ditions for more trade. 

The United States and 
France are among the coun- 
tries pushing for the inclusion 
of “social clauses" in trade 
agreements. Such clauses 
ASEAN countries say are 
aimed at reducing the com- 
petitive edge they enjoy from 
having large pools of low- 
wage workers. 

On Monday the U.S. 
under-secretary of state for 
economic ana agricultural 
affairs, Joan Spero, denied 
that Washington was trying., 
to introduce protectionist 
measures through such 


clause?. 

The United States is in- 
terested in international 
-issues such as the prevention 
of child Labour rather than 
wages of workers in indi- 
vidual countries, she said. 

The ASEAN countries 
have also criticised regula- 
tions requiring labelling of 
their exports to developed 
countries to show exports 
comply with environmental 
laws. 

The differences threaten to 
yet again complicate negotia- 
tions for a second generation 
economic agreement be- 
tween the two groupings 
deadlocked because of Euro- 
pean unhappiness over 
alleged abuses of human 
rights in East -Timor which 
Indonesia annexed in 1976. 

Mr. Van den Broek said 
that the EU wanted the 
WTO, which replaces the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade next year, 
to look into the link between 
trade and environmental pro- 
tection, national regulations 
governing trade ana soda! 
conditions to ensure that 
“free trade was also fair 
trade." 

“But we are determined 
that in doing so this should 
not be used as an excuse for 
introducing some form of dis- 
guised protectionism,” he 
said. 

Mr. Van den Broek later 
told reporters that the EU 
was not nnhappy with low 
salaries paid workers in de- 
veloping countries. 

“But there should be mini- 
mum accepted universal stan- 
dards," he said, adding that 
the EU was opposed to all 
forms of child labour and 
prison labour and abuse of 
the environment. 


Albania aims to privatise 
economy by mid 1997 


TIRANA (R) — Albania 
aims to privatise its economy 
within the next three years 
and by 1997 the private sector 
should account for over two- 
thirds of gross domestic pro- 
duct, a senior cabinet minis- 
ter has said. 

“The government has 
adopted guidelines to priva- 
tise the greatest part of the 
Albanian economy by 1996,” 
Bash kirn Kopiiku, . deputy 
premier in charge of priva- 
tisation, said in an article in 
the semi-official daily Rilind- 
ja Demokratike. 

“In 1997 at least 70 per 
cent of the GDP is to be 
produced by the private sec- 
tor," he said. 

Albania has begun to re- 
turn land to its former owners 
or their heirs and under the 
guidelines, people who own 


land oa- which an enterprise- 
stands will get a chance to 
buy it, he said. Otherwise 
the enterprise will be sold by 
auction. Local authorities 
will set the price in line with 
market value. 

Foreigners will also be 
allowed to bid to rent the 
land for a period up to 99 
years. 

Rent will be paid to the 
state, not to the original land- 
owner, Mr. Kopiiku said, and 
the state will take over the 
debts or profits of an enter- 
prise to be privatised before 
the sale. 

He said that 95 per cent of 
all small and medium-sized 
enterprises would be priva- 
tised by the end of next year. 

The deputy premier also 
said most services will be 
privatised by 1996. 
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S. African business 

wants growth 
but wary of state 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's biggest em- 
ployer body lent its weight 
Tuesday to government prop- 
osals for post-apaitheid re- 
construction, but urged the 
state to pursue policies 
friendly to business and in- 
vestors for it to succeed. 

“We want the RDP (recon- 
struction and development 
programme) to be a success 
story,” said Raymond Par- 
sons, director general of the 
South African Chamber of 
Business (SACOB). 

But he told a news confer- 
ence: "The bottom line is... 
business must be RDP- 
ftiendiy, and the RPD must 

be business-friendly." 

He was releasing proposals 
submitted by the chamber to 
the national unity govern- 
ment for a “white paper” 
framework for legislation on 
the development programme 
designed to benefit apar- 
theid’s victims. 

The 37.5 billion rand ($10 
billion) RPD proposes major- 
public works and other 
schemes to provide desper- 
ately needed jobs and tackle 
housing, education, health, 
training and other backlogs 
suffered by the five-to-one 
black majority. 

About 17 million of the 
country's 40 milli on people 
live around or below the* 
poverty line, nearly half the 
workforce . have no formal 
sector jobs and seven million 
live in shacks. 

SACOB, which represents 
some 40,000 businesses 
nationwide, said it shared the 
concerns outlined in the 
RPD, an election manifests 
drawn up by Nelson Mande- 
la's African National Con- 
gress which dominates the 
multi-party government. 

Both government and busi- 
ness have expressed fears 


that the current wave of in- : 
d us trial disputes sweeping • 
South Africa would harm the - 
economy which is just emerg- 
ing from the longest recession ; 
on record and undermine in- 
vestor confidence. 

Mr. Mandela, president 
since May, has stressed the 
RDP will be the cornerstone 
of the government’s strategy, . 
but has insisted it will also ; 
pursue prudent and disci- 
plined economic policies. 

SACOB said in its propos- 
al the private sector accepted 
that it had a major task to 
fulfill in ensuring the objec- 
tives of the plan come to 
fruition. 

But while the RDP envis- 
aged a role for business, this 
had not been dearly spelt out 
and there are some who there 
fore might interpret the plan 
as a sign the new administra- 
tion would be as authorita- 
rian as the previous one, it 
said. 

“There is one matter, cen- : 
tral to the RDP. about which 
the business community is Jl* 
concerned. This relates to 
state intervention in the eco- 
nomy,” it said. 

It acknowledged such in- • 
tervention was unavoidable ‘ 
in modern industrial econo- ; 
mies, but much depended on • 
how it was exercised. 

“If the state is to be used in ! 
a heavy-handed manner to ; 
counterbalance the distor- • 
tions of apartheid with other . 
ideologically-driven distor- 
tions, the result for the eco- 
nomy will be catastrophic,” it 
warned. 

It referred, for example, to 
an RDP proposal that if ma- 1 
jor financial institutions did • 
not take up “socially desire- 
able” and targeted invest- ■ 
meats, the government : 
should consider some form to 
legislation to achieve this. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 27, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundatit 


GENERAL TENDENCIES:' 
The Moon in Aries trines the Son 
at midday making it possible to' 
easily align* one's thinking and 
feelings as we strive for harmony 
with family and community 
members. Harmony is every- 
where now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Obtain all the information you 
can that’s connected with new 
projects you have in mind. Then 
you will know how to proceed in 
a timely manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You may want to make some 
changes now in dealings you 
have with others, so discuss them 
sensibly with diem and get their 
suggestions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Listen to the views of associates 
for future benefits and cooperate 
more with them. Travel with 
utmost care and yon will be safe. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can easily get rid of 
a pesky problem if you start 
doing something about it instead 
of procrastinating and waiting 
until later. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Avoid one who is detrimental to 
your best interests. Plan how to 
make your talents work more 
efficiently for you today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Tiy to understand those 
at home better and have more 


harmony there. Engage in out- 
side activities and become more 
affluent with those around you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Improve relations with 
allies by haring serious talks with 
them. Plan your day better and 
you have more free time to de- 
vote to other activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Delve into impor- 
tant tasks ahead of you instead of 
wasting time on less important 
matters. Be more helpful to 
others around you today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be sure that 
business affairs are running 
smoothly before seeking recrea- 
tion. Be more optimistic towards 
new projects you are involved in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Go after the person- 
al goals which most appeal to you 
and gain them easily. Handle 
business affairs wisely ande 
you will be successful. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Listening to what 
good friends have to say can 
bring you more success now. I 
Plan how to gain your finest aims 
and desires. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can have big advance- 
ment through the unexpected to- 
day so be alert at all times for 
advantages. Strive for increased 
happiness with loved ones. 


THE Daily Crossword byvaiemmai 


ACROSS 

I Coped 
5 Meud 

10 Small pie 

14 Branch of the 
service 

15 Circumvent 

16 Level 

17 Jen Bridges f*n 
IB Conduits 

19 Following 

20 How popular 
Hems sefl 

23 Summer at the 
Sor&onrat 

24 Consume 

25 Mimes 

29 God s — Cup 
31 Complacent 

34 Haunt 

35 Women s 
garments 

3B Mild oath 
39 Maugham novel 
«1 Benefit 
*3 Instruction 
oooxieis 

44 Onassis 

45 Letter opener 

46 vows 
50 Greeting 
52 A couple 

54 Muse style 

55 An easy task 
60 Music style 

63 A Beetle 

64 Nautical term 

65 Man 

56 News bits 
67 Hoflow stalk 

66 Stem contents 
E9 Sight, e g 

70 Sice of paper 

DOWN 

1 Deer horn 

2 Equivalence 

3 Drew forth 

4 Unit of force 

5 Some ears 

6 Egg.shapea 

7 Not of the cferqy 

8 MdUy 

9 Wntlng table 
10 Past or present 

I I — Maria 

12 Actor Harrison 



“ "ura R«*fvra 


13 Explosive 

21 Impresario Sol 

22 Breakfast nem 

26 Sidle 

27 Weddeaor 
Amundsen 

28 Finish 

30 Israeli diplomat 

31 Scrutinizes 

32 What's for 
dinner 

33 Govt agey. 

36 Actress Moore 

37 River to the 
Danube 

38 Famous Ion 

39 Wind 

40 Sianaotfisn 

41 Scrooge word 

42 Mne product 
45 Soak m Eiqtaa 
47 District of 
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0* ia>m KBsim. me 


.. jT elan 0 53 Not as good 

43 eager Oiajuwon 56 Egypuan 

vi HSL. goddess 

57 Major end 

52 Commons 58 City m France 


59 One of Miy-two 

60 Triangular salt 

61 Fruit 
drink 

62 Letter . 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. Dollar 

4.18 

4.56 

5 .00 

5.50 

Sterling Pound 

4.87 

5.00 

5.31 

5.93 

Den&cbc Mark 

4.75 

4.75 

4.75 

4.S7 

5 win Franc 

4.00 

4.06 

4.12 

4.37 

Frcodt Franc 

5.25 

5.37 

5.56 

5.75 

Japanese Yen 

7.87 

2.00 

2.00 

2.25 

European Currency Untt 

5.75 

5. SI 

6.00 

6.25 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

0.6940 

0.69 60 

Surfing Pound 

1.0619 

1.0672 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4362 

0.43S4 

Swiss Franc 

0.5139 

0.5165 

French Franc 

0.1278 

0. 1214 

Japanese Yen : 

0.7018 

0.7053 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3892 

0.397 J 

Swedish Krona 



Itafian Lira 4 

0.0440 

0.0442 

Belgian Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Knar 

1.8250 

7.8380 

Lebanese Lira 4 

0.040345 

0.047975 

Saudi Rfyal 

0.7847 

0.7862 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3150 

2.3700 

Qdlri Biyal 

0.7864 

0.7393 

Egyptian Poond 

0.2040 

0.2250 

Omani Riyal 

1.7830 

7.3200 

UAE Dirham 

0.7334 

0.7893 

Greek Drachma* 

0.2625 

0.3735 

Cypriot Poond 

7.3285 

1.4575 


Egypt selling stake in big hotel 


CAIRO (R) — The public- 
sector company which owns 
the 547-room Cairo Sheraton 
Hotel has agreed to sell 40 
per cent of it to a private 
Egyptian-registered firm for 
about $70 million, the man in 
charge said Tuesday. 

The sale wfl] be the largest 
to the private sector in the 
tourism sector since the 


Egyptian government began 
its slow-moving privatisation 
programme m the early 
1990s. 

Hamed Fahmy, chairman 
of the state’s Housing, Tour- 
ism and Cinema Holding 
Company, said the general 
assembly of the company 
Egoth approved die deal at a 
meeting last week. Egoth is a 
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185.760 

185.500 

116.000 

2,s*a 

6.650 

4.650 

4.650 

48.046 

3.350 

2.170 

3.150 

17,410 

5.100 

5.260 

5.210 

2.IOO 

3.080 

3.080 

J.090 

<8.306 

1.450 

1.960 

1.900 

52,010 

4. MO 

4.060 

4.030 

B6.130 

3.B40 

1.B50 

1.830 

19,626 

2.280 

2.380 

2.240 

S.SIO 

2.900 

2.900. 

2.900 

17,440 

4.590 

4. 60O 

4.600 

22, 153 

1.870 

1.860 

1.840 

2. 573 

4.950 

4.940 

4.970 

28,265 

2.840 

2.840 

2.840 

5,354 

2.940 

2.980 

3.000 

16,960 

2.190 

2.140 

2.160 

4,500 

3.790 

1.780 

3.750 

13,538 

1.J70 

1.400 

1.400 

1.368 

1.510 

1.520 

1.520 

9,991 

2.860 

2.860 

3.950 

4.191 

2.BOO 

2.800 

2.900 

2.509 

10.100 

10.300 

10.390 

2.470 

6.610 

6.600 

6.600 

75.184 

7.760 

7.600 

7.710 

1,918 

3.250 

1.230 

1.230 

6.845 

16.SOO 

17.000 

17.100 

3,575 

2.800 

2.750 

2.750 

1.556 

2.5U0 

2.600 

2.600 

253.100 

17.100 

17.1U0 

17.250 

1,906 

8.750 

9.700 

8.650 

128.727 

1.110 

1.110 

1.090 

1.717 

1.500 

1.500 

1.480 

24.300 

4.500 

4.500 

4. COO 

2.943 

2.950 

2.450 

2.940 

13,113 

2.150 

2.820 

2.820 

12,931 

3.130 

3.150 

3.130 

1.463 

4.090 

4.560 

4.850 

34,145 

3.750 

2.800 

2.810 


TOTAL 


ML L 


R0- or TRADED Slum IR rARAUEL KMOXT 


2i«m 
4294 V* 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at-nridsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


One ounce of gold $385.95/386.35 


1.3810/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.592-/32 

Deutschemarks 

1.7856/66 

Dutch guilders 

1.3530/40 

Swiss francs 

32.78/82 

Belgian francs 

5.4390/40 

French francs 

1585.1/6.6 

Italian fire 

98.63/73 

Japanese yen 

7.7870/70 

Swedish crowns 

6.9360/10 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2500/50 

Danish crowns 

$1.5234/44 



wholly-owned subsidiary 
the holding company. 

The private company , die 
Arab Investment Company 
for Touristic Development, 
will have a 40 per cent stake. 
Egoth will retain 58 per cent 
and the holding company the 
remaining two per cent of the 
equity in a company which 
will own the hotel. 

u Now we are preparing the 
documents for making this 
company, the general assem- 
bly gave us a period of two 
months to end this process,” 
Mr. Fahmy told Reuters. 


Asian markets battle for 
bond market status - report 


HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
dose battle is being fought 
between Hong Kong, Singa- 
pore, Malaysia and ThaH^d 
for the position of the leading 
Asian bond market after 
Japan, a report has said. 

The latest world bond mar- 
ket survey conducted by 
Julius Baer Investment Ltd., 
an investment vehicle of 
Switzerland's private banking 
institution Baer Group, 
showed Hong Kong’s bond 
market ranked 23rd out of 32 


markets surveyed, just be- 
hind Singapore Malaysia 
at joint 2lst. 

Thailand followed in 24th 
ace, said the firm which has 


id its regional headquarters 
in Hong Kong since 1985. 

The surveysaidthat out of a 
total posable ranking score 
of 100, there is just one point 
between the four bond mar- 
kets, with Singapore and 
Malaysia scoring 55 and 
Hong Kong and Thailand 54, 
Taiwan and South Korea had 


43 and 38 respectively. 

However, Julius Baer In- 
vestment said they still fell 
short of the standards neces- 
sary for institutional invest- 
ment. 

It added that the U.S. 
Treasury market remained 
the world's deepest and most 
liquid bond market, retaining 
its top position in the survey 
for the third year running. 

France was second fol- 
lowed by Germany, Japan 
and Britain. 


Crisis converts Turks into 
sharp-witted investors 


ISTANBUL (R) — Keep 
your stacks of lira or dollars 
stuffed in a bag, be quick on 
your feet and with a bit of 
luck you can make fortunes 
in rollercoaster Turkish mar- 
kets. 

Turks, who happily overs- 
pent on cars, imported luxury 
goods and real estate in the 
last few years, are channell- 
ing funds to financial instru- 
ments to protect their savings 
from runaway three-digit in- 
flation brought on by a severe 
economic crisis. 

Banks and foreign ex- 
change shops are always fil- 
led with people trying to spot 
the latest trends in the doDar, 
treasury bills, deposit rates 
and the stock exchange. 

Old pensioners walk in and 
out of banks and brokerage 
houses, hunting for the day's 
best investment alternative. 

Too often, they get caught. 

“You need to follow the 
markets all the time, other- 
wise you lose your money. 
Things change very fast,” 
said an old woman, with eyes 
glued to flashing dollar rates 
in an Istanbul foreign ex- 
change bureau. 

Last year, investors fell 
over one another in a rush to 
buy stocks, which had risen 
by a meteoric 435 per cent. 
Since its Jan. 13 peak, the 
Istanbul index lost 69 per 
cent. 

The economic crisis since 
January has ruined the finan- 
cial situation of many Ttirks. 


For those who have some 
savings on the side, the trick 
is to protect them from ran- 
dom market swings. 

Investors were wrong- 
footed in January when the 
Lira was devalued 12 per cent 
against the dollar omy days 
after Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller urged them to rely on 
the lira. Several small-scale 
devaluations followed. 

The dollar, which the gov- 
ernment kept undervalued 
for years, suddenly broke 
free in April, jumping to 

40.000 lira from 32,000 the 
day after Ms. Ciller 
announced a package of bold 
austerity measures to put the 
shaky economy on track. 

But the dollar's magic did 
not last very long, just as it 
was filling out the wallets of 
almost every Turk. In May, it 
slipped to 29,000. 

Now it’s back around 

31.000 against the end-1993 
rate of 14,900. 

Many were also caught out 
by interest rates. Last year, 
the treasury convinced Turks 
interest rates were heading 
downwards. The opposite 
happened. Many investors 
bolding bills yielding about 
80 per cent saw overnight 
rates climb to 1,000 per cent. 

“The trick is to stay liquid 
in times of crisis. Even if I 
know F1I get a diamond, I 
wouldn't tie my money on 


said Sadik Ipek, 
chief dealer at Ca< <mii 
brokerage house. 

Not everyone agrees. 

These days, the new hit is 
the “Super T-Bill” — a three- 
month treasury bond which 
yields an annual compounded 
return of 406 per cent, 
against an inflation rate of 
117.8 per cent. 

Investors queued outside 
banks for days to buy the bills 
and the treasury, itself hun- 
gry for funds after a five- 
month break to borrowing, 
issued 40 trillion lira of them. 

“The dollar is not going up 
anymore. I want to buy some 
of me super T-bills,” said' 
Lutfu Tenekeri. a state pen- 
sioner. 

But the return on T-bills is 
no longer quite so lucrative. 
The government has recently 
trimmed the interest rates 
back to 114.5 per cent from 
200 per cent at the beginning 
of June. 

To invest in super T-bills, 
many Turks resorted to sell- 
ing their cars and property, 
even though prices have 
plunged in the last months 
due to the recession. 

Others were riding against 
the tide of the market. 

“Cars are very cheap. 1 am 
buying cars and selling them 
after a few rides. This way, I 
can enjoy myself and make a 
profit at the same time,” said 
Ceyhun Kirsali, an engineer. 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT I 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Onuide Tei co 


^TOBBS^Li 


AM Jrull <- .til l 


Extensive Travel 
Services for 
Businessmen and 
Expatriates 


Phone 616217 .Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Bax 183764 Annan -Jordan 
Worerek^tf)cmaCamd\ 


FOR RENT Sr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For foore details call: 

Abdoun .Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


Budget 



FAR AND AWAY 
ABETTER 
DECISION 

TEL : 698131 
FAX: 673312 


IA SECURE 

[FLATOTEU 

Sweifiyeti 



.O.Td 
SECURITY 
> HOSPITALITY 
Y GASTRONOMY , 

Cafe' ' 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 



WE 

ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
indayJDrtnks AJ1 Nlgh jLong 

A Menu of Defldous Snacks 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Mddle East Hotel - Shmeteani 



Restauraol 
(ZuAibte- 

Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Enjoy Our SsleotUm of . . 

SEA FOOD 

Td: 


■■■ 


680093/4 Fax 823864 

Sinnetsam-Near Babkbe 

Anunan - Jordan 




The ft* CtaM HoM In 
at has a , ' 

bi avery roonuJ 

'TV. Recaption” 


liAirorn 

iU4i|l|I= 


Amman - Tel. 6Q7193 
p OBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriatesjnd 


Jf 


f CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yairnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongpfltQ Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Teh 818214 

Come and taste our 
^ specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned Hall / 


La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 


The first & best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girls School 

TUnawaybavaSaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnigfit 

Tel. 63996$ 


SZECHWAN BARRENS 
BHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical 


Ira 


| QpnlbX-33Bi&90-t£doight | 

Take away is avaOabki 

Shai M-Arab Stmet 
Um Uthotnoh Commercial CanfrB 

Tel- 881174 

Cnee luted Always Loved 




tmmL 



DetoVNasandtofewdS' 
to Amman. 

For farther details please call 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



Time Out Bar ! ! 

Sweifiyeh - 363944 
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SELECT HOTEL 


ior Hotel Services for 
men & Families & its 

eGrEsCo BaR 



® Good Drinks & 
Bxcclicnl Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A I Webdeh/Tcl.637l()l/637102 



STUDIO HAIG 

Profesfona! Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour fihn at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

30% larger 

Free enlarge m 
20 x 20 cm 


Sbmdsaiu - Opp. Griudlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by veil trained and 
Professional Technicians 



Phone'60467/ 


ffl Electrolux 


/SEN 

You Know 

Our PtzzasA Sandwiches 
NwTtij The 

Italian Pasta 

TKito** Way 
Spaghetti 
Paine 
Feoucdne 



EU helps 
technology 
transfer 
to Arab 
Gulf states 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) has 
finally agreed to help the 
transfer of technology to 
Arab Gulf states which have 
been striving for this goal to 
build an industrial base and 
diversify their oil-reliant eco- 
nomies, Gulf officials said 
Tuesday. 

The EU has agreed to in- 
clude the six Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states in 
its “investment programme" 
which supports joint small 
and medium enterprises be- 
tween the two sides, accord- 
ing to Abdullah A1 Quwaiz, 
GCC assistant secretary 
general for economic affairs. 

In a letter to chambers of 
commerce and industries in 
member states. Sheikh 
Quwaiz uiged businessmen 
to benefit from the program- 
me, which he said would 
positively affect ECC econo- 
mies and upgrade manpower 
skills. 

“The programme provides 
good opportunities for GCC 
businessmen. Several Arab 
countries have benefitted 
from it and the GCC now has 
such an opportunity as it has 
just been included in the 
programme," he said. 

“It aims to develop trade 
between the two sides and 
transfer technology to Gulf 
countries. It will support all 
projects that prove they will 
effectively contribute to 
boosting technical coopera- 
tion between the partners." 

Sheikh Quwaiz said the 
programme, which also en- 
visages financing of projects 
by EU banks, covered indus- 
try, agriculture, mining and 
services. He said such pro- 
jects would be managed by 
EU shareholders. 

“This is because it is targett- 
ing small and medium-sized 
ventures, which have a long- 
term nature. This will enable 
them to contribute to sup- 
porting the economies of the 
host countries,” said Mr. 
Quwaiz, a Saudi. 

Experts said the EU move 
partially met repeated re- 
quests by states for the set- 
ting up of joint industrial 
projects to obtain technology 
needed for their attempts to 
diversify income sources 
away from volatile oil earn- 
ings. 

They noted the EU and the 
two other main economic 
partners of the GCC — the 
United States and Japan — 
appeared to be still reluctant 
to commit themselves to ma- 
jor industrial ventures in the 
region on the grounds it is a 
small market. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, 
Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — have 
offered stable and long-term 
crude supplies to their indust- 
rial partners in return for 
technology. 

Several meetings between 
them, however, have not pro- 
duced results. 

Reluctance by those three 
major industrial powers to 
help the GCC technologically 
have drawn sharp criticism 
from member states, which 
argue they do not want to be 
regarded as a mere consume 
market. 

GCC imports from the 
EU, the U.S. and Japan ex- 
ceeded $40 billion in 1993, 
more than half its total im- 
ports. The GCC is also their 
biggest oil supplier, exporting 
to them more than 60 per 
cent of its crude output. 

GCC and Japanese offi- 
cials and businessmen are 
due to meet again in Tokyo 
late this year 

“There is no doubt the 
inclusion of Gulf states in the 
EU investment programme 
will help them acquire tech- 
nology. But the GCC 
apparently wants more as 
small and medium industries 
will not be enough for their 
bid to diversify the eco- 
nomy,” a Gulf economist 
said. 
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GOODWILL GAMES 


Joyner-Kersee wins heptathlon title; 
Mitchel wins 100m 9 becomes a star 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia 
(AP) — Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee struggled to her third 
straight Goodwill Games 
heptathlon title Tuesday, 
while Mike Powell and 
Noureddine Morceili won 
their events. 

Joyner-Kersee, the world 
record-holder, overcame a 
bad case of as thma to win the 
heptathlon with 6,606 points 
— her lowest total since 1984. 

She had trouble breat 
as she completed the 
event, the 800 metres, as 
soon as she crossed the finish 
line, she doubled over and 
tried to catch her breath. Her 
coach and husband. Bob 
Kersee, rushed over and 
pounded her on the back to 
help her breathe. 

“When the weather got 
cooler, it kicked up some 
pollen and dust,” Joyner- 
Kersee said later. “In the 
borne stretch. I was feeling so 
hot I wanted to pull my top 
down. I couldn’t breathe. I’m 
glad it's over.” 

Joyner-Kersee had built a 
109-point lead after Mon- 
day's first four events. After 
Tuesday’s long jump, Javelin 
and 800 metres, she mushed 
114 points ahead of runner- 
up Larisa Turchinskaya of 
Russia. Ghada Shouaa of 
Syria was thud. 


Joyner-Kersee, the Amer- 
ican record record-holder in 
die women's long jump and 
the second-longest performer 
in history, withdrew from 
Thursday's long jump com- 
petition. Her husband said 
she would be too physically 
spent after the heptathlon to 
compete in the long jump. 

Powell, the world record- 
holder, won the long jump on 
his sixth and final attempt 

with a leap of 8.45 metres (27 
feet, 8 3/4). He fouled three 
times and appeared to be 
suffering from a hamstring 
injury, but came through 
when he needed to. Fellow 
American Erick WaWer was 
second id 8.39 (27 6V&). 

Carl Lewis did not com- 
pete in the long jump, having 
polled out after running die 
100-metres Monday. 

World reoord-holder Mor- 
eeli of Algeria pulled away cm 
the last lap to win the mile in 
3:48.67. The fastest time of 
the year. After crossing the 
finish line, be dropped to his 
knees on the track, spread 
out his arms and made die 
victory sign with both hands. 

In beach volleyball action 
Tuesday, Norway's Jan 
Kvalhein and Bjoern 
Naasekie won the men’s gold 
medal by beating the U.S. 
team of Jeft Williams and 


Caiios Briceno 12-8, 12-6. 

The women' gold was won 
by the U.S. team of Karolyn 
Kirby and Liz Masakayan of 
San Diego, who downed Bra- 
zil's Monica Rodrigues and 
Auriana Samnl 12-9, 12-1. 

“This las been onr no. 1 
goal all year,” said Masa- 
kayan, who along with Kirby 
won the five world series title 
earlier this year, “this is the 
first major event we’ve had in 
the sport and is similar to 
what we are going to see in 
die future at the Olympic 
_Games.” _ 

Beach volleyball will make 
its debut at the 1996 Games 
in Atlanta. “Winning the 
gold in Atlanta is our ulti- 
mate goal.” Kirby said. 

In another U.S.-Brazil 
matchup, Americans Lori. 
Forsythe and Barbra Fontana 
beat Maria Salgado and 
Resell Timm of Brazil 15-8 
for the bronze medal. 

The star of Monday’s trade 
competition was Dennis 
Mitchell, the “Green 
Machine,'’ who won the 
men's 100-metres. Now he 
wants to cash in. 

“I feel Hke a million dol- 
lars,” Dennis Mitchell said 
after beating a marquee fidd 
Monday night that induded 
Leroy Barrel] and Carl 
Lewis. “I wish 1 had a million 


dollars.” 

Mitchel] might not collect 
that right away, but he's cer- 
tainly m a strong position to 
demand big money for 
appearing at lucrative brand 
pnx meets in Europe this 
summer. 

“Zurich and Cologne will 
be bigger races than this,” be 
said. “There is a lot of money 
walking around in the 100 
metres this year, and I want 
to get a big piece of iL” 

Mitchell’s coach, John 
Smith, said he win set to it 
that the 28-year-old- spun ter 
is well rewarded by big meet 
promoters. 

“When an athlete is run- 
ning well, they want him,” 
Smith said. “Dennis is run- 
ning extremely wdL He’s a 
streak runner, and he's catch- 
ing fire now.” 

■ Originally, Mitchell wasn’t 
even invited by Goodwill 
Games organisers. He was 
asked to compete only after 
Britain’s Linford Christie, 
the Olympic and world cham- 
pion, withdrew because of a 
hamstring injury. 

“They signed everybody 
but him,” Smith said of 
Mitchell. “He was angry, ft 
was a disgrace. They couldn’t 
ran the race without him.” 


AIB A chief Choudhry smiles at last 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — 
For the first time in several 
years International Amateur 
Boxing Association (AIBA) 
President Anwar Choudhry 
can allow himself the luxury 
of a relaxed smile. 

After a series of crises 
which at one stage looked 
like pushing the sport off the 
Olympic timetable. Amateur 
Boxing looks safe for the 
time being. 

It is a far cry from the dark 
days of October 1988 when 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) head Juan 
Antonio Samaranch 
announced that boxing's fu- 
ture as on Olympic sport was 
under review. 

He was speaking in the 
wake of the boxing tourna- 
ment at the 1988 Seoul Olym- 
pics, maned by several highly 
.controversial judging deci- 
sions. 

Choudhry introduced a 
series of sweeping changes 
designed to improve safety 


and judging standards. 

He thought he had saved 
the day until the leak of an 
IOC programming commit- 
tee document last December 
which urged boxing be drop- 
ped at the 1996 Olympics. 

“1 met Samaranch im- 
mediately and he assured me 
die report did not have the 
support of the IOC. He very 
categorically stated boxing 
should remain on the Olym- 

ic Games programme,” 
oudhiy told journalists at 
the Goodwill Games boxing 
tournament. 

The AIBA chief showed 
his new confidence about the 
sport when he revealed be 
had asked Russia to organise 
a permanent annual competi- 
tion gathering the best eight 
amateur boxers in all 12 
weight categories. 

But although boxing seems 
to be safe for the time being, 
Choudhry admits things 
could still be better. 

One improvement to the 


sport stfll provoking some 
controversy is the computer 
judging system which 
Choudhry devised in a bid to 
defuse criticism that biased 
and incompetent referees were 
raining the sport. 

The system registers a 
punch only if three of the five 
judges press a button within 
one second of each other. 

But boxers complain that 
judges regularly fail to focus 
on head shots, which are 
noticed more easily. 

Choudhry, a Pakistani who 
judged at die 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics, is unmoved, 
saying there had been just 
one judging protest at the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics 
compared to 32 at Seoul in 
1988. 

“The system has stood the 
test of time. The administra- 
tors fully believe in the sys- 
tem,” he said. “The IOC has 
congratulated us about all we 
have done to overcome very 
strong doubts about the judg- 


ing.” 

But pressed on the vocal 
complaints about the new 
judging system, be concedes: 
“We are not worried about it 
but there is room for im- 
provement-” 

For him the computer sys- 
tem underlines the changing 
face of the sport. 

“Boxers who are small do 
not have much chance. To- 
day you need good height, a 
long reach and good foot- 
work,” he said. 

Choudhry also had to deal 
with ever increasing criticism 
from doctors over the medic- 
al dangers of boxing. 

AIBA paid $1.5 million for 
a five-year study of 500 box- 
ers which coincides with a 
similar study done of the 
IOC. 

“The IOC study categor- 
ically stated boxing should 
remain on the Olympic prog- 
ramme and remained a safe 
sport for the youth,” he said. 


Romario and Co.: Saints or smugglers? 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil 
(AP) — They left the United 
States as World Cup cham- 
pions. saints in cleats, sym- 
bols of hope in a country bled 
by official waste and corrup- . 
non. 

A day after coming home, 
they were tax cheats, shame- 
less smugglers, symbols of 
selfishness and greed. 

Brazil’s national soccer 
team went from idols to 
scoundrels last Wednesday 
by refusing to pay $1 million 
of customs duties on personal 
items bought in the United 
States during the World Cup. 

It dampened the euphoria 
that swept across this soccer- 
crazed country and triggered 
a scandal that muddied the 
president, the finance minis- 
ter and the head of the Brazi- 
lian Soccer Confederation. 

The nation's tax chief quit 
in disgust the day after Presi- 
dent Itamar Franco overruled 
his order and told customs 
officials at Rio’s international 
airport to wave through all 
excess luggage on the team 
plane. 

AH 17.4 tonnes of it. 

“Nobody can be above the 
law,” said Osirers Lopes 
Filho, who resigned as feder- 
al revenue secretary. "Every- 
one. not only the middle class 
and the poor, must pay 
taxes." 

The debacle touched off a 
nationwide debate on ethics n 
Brazil, a country where au- 
thoritarianism, nepotism and 
paternalism form a recipe for 
a sharp social and economic 
inequalities. 

“what a sad spectacle,” 
said the newsweekly Veja, in 
a cover story titled “The Star 
smugglers." 

“The team missed a great 
chance to show us that even 
heroes must comply with 
obligations and laws every 
Brazilian must follow," the 
magazine said in an editorial. 

Signs of trouble began to 
appear the day after the 
World Cup final when the 
Varig DC-10 canying the 97- 
member delegation was de- 
layed for four hours in Los 
Angeles because of excess 
weight. 

After marathon parades in 
Recife and Brasilia, the de- 



Brazilian national soccer players Bebeto (left), 
Ricardo Rocha (centre) and Romario (right) 
Sunday pose with their honour trophy received 


for the Brazilian victory in the 1994 World 
Cup before a soccer match between Vasco and 
Gremio at the Maracana Stadium (AFP photo) 


legation arrived in Rio dose 
to midnight Tuesday for a 
four-hour ticker-tape parade 
for an estimated 1 million 
fans. 

Brazilian law permits 
dozens to bring up to S500 
worth of items purchased 
abroad into the country duty 
free. 

That's why customs offi- 
cials got suspicious when five. 
30-foot (10-metre) moving 
trucks rolled up to drive the 
team's luggage to the hotel. 

The unloading took time. 
Among other things were 18 
television Sets, computers, 
refrigerators, fax machines, 
* ;ser printers, microwave 
ovens, gymnastics equip- 
ment, a barbecue grill, dis- 
washers and even a leather 
horse saddle. 

Customs official estimated 
that defenders Jorginho and 
Branco brought back a com- 
bined total of $8,800 in elec- 
tronics and housewares. 
Coach Carlos Alberto Par- 
reira had $5,000 worth of 
computer and TV equip- 
ment. 

AH in all. about Si million 


in duties bad to be paid. 

Lopes Filho ordered the 
baggage held and inspected. 

Ricardo Teixeira, the con- 
federation president, called 
the stars down from the fire 
truck that would escort them 
through Rio. They removed 
the merit medals awarded at 
die presidential palace and 
threatened to boycott the pa- 
rade. 

“We didn't smuggle any- 
thing,” said striker Romario. 
“We represented Brazil be- 
fore 2 billion people around 
die world. If they don't re- 
lease my luggage. I'm giving 
bade my medal.” 

It was midnight. In any 
other country the victory pa- 
rade might have been post- 
poned until morning. But in 
the land where soccer is 
almost a religion, a call came 
from the presidential palace. 

The order from Finance 
Minister Rubens Ricupero: 
Let the baggage through, un- 
inspected. Let the party go 
on. 

“That goal scored by Bran- 
co to break the 2-2 tie against 
the Netherlands was worth a 


hell of a lot more than lousy 
refrigerator or a TV,” Teix- 
eira told the newsweekty 
Veja. 

Rio customs chiefs said 
they would sue the soccer 
confederation for non- 
payment of the duties. A host 
of top government officials 
pointed fingers and denied 
they gave the order to wave 
through the baggage. 

Only one player, midfiel- 
der Mauro Silva, offered to 
pay his share. 

Nationwide polls showed 
79 per cent of Brazilians 
thought their heroes should 
have paid up. 

But few — not even Attor- 
ney General Aristides Jun- 
queira actually think the 
team will be beaten in court. 

“No one has a list of what 
was actuaUy brought in,” he 
said. “It’s foolish to think you 
can win an action like this 
without any proof.” 

Amen, say the saints of 
soccer. 

“It was such a little thing ” 
Romario said. “Why is every- 
body making such a big deal 
about this?” 







Spurs to renew chase for Hagi 


LONDON (AP) — Troubled English soccer dub Tot- 
tenham is repotted to be certain to renew its bid for 
Romanian World Cup star Cbeogbe Hagi after the collapse 
of his negotiations with Barcelona. 

Hagi, who is currently tied to Italian dub Brescia, was 
expected to move to Barcelona for £2 million ($3 million); 
but the deal has fallen through. 

“There is still a very good deal from Tottenham on 
offer,” his business manager said in London’s Evening 
Standard newspaper. 

Tottenham is desperate to boost its playing quality after 
being severely punished and handicapped by me Football 
Association when it was found guilty in May of malting 


irregular payments to players several years ago. 

The dub was banned from this season’s F.A. Cty, fined 
£600,000 ($900,000) and had 12 points deducted from its 
total at the start of this season, winch was later reduced to 


six. 


Hagi, 29, was one of the genuine greats at the World Cup 
anti was a big reason behind Romania’s charge to me 
s, where it lost to Sweden in a penalty 


The midfielder will be a great boost for Spurs 
Ossie Ardiles who failed in a £2 million ($3 million) bid : 
B rasilian defender Mardo Santos last week. 


Pakistan facing 
world soccer ban 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Worid football govern in g 
body FIFA is being urged to 
suspend Pakistan after rival 
footballing factions sent 
national to an Asian 
yontb qualifying tournament. 

“We are not amused by 
this at all,” said Peter Velap- 
pan; general-secretary of the 
Asian Football Confedera- 
tion, who has recommended 
suspension to FIFA. 

“Pakistan has a formidable 


is not the first time that we 
have had to intervene.” 

Pakistan national federa- 
tion President Mian Moham- 
mad Azhar and his rival 
General-Secretary Hafiz Sal- 
man Butt racked their own 
teams for the Asian under-19 
championship qualifying 
tournament in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Velappan said the Pakistan 


football’s executive commit- 
tee voted to suspend Butt for 
six months but Butt replied 
by suspending the Azhar, 
saying his removal was un- 
constitutional. 

“We have accepted 
(Azbar’s) team for the 
tournament as rep re s en ting 
Pakistan. I believe Bolt’s 
team has flown back to 
Karachi,” said Velappan, 
adding the two Pakistan 
had arrived on the 
Same flight from Karachi . 

The AFC is pressing for 
Pakistan’s suspension “until 
they can resolve all of their 
internal problems and hold 
proper elections for officers,” 
said Velappan. 

FIFA's concern is likely to 
be heightened be c a u s e both 
officials have started coart 
action in Pakistan challenging 
one another. 


France’s Delaitre 
upsets Rafter in 
Toronto tournament 


TORONTO (AP) — Austra- 
lian Patrick Rafter, ranked 
22nd in the world, lost to 
little-known Olivier Delaitre 
of France 5-2, 6-3, 6-3 Mon- 
day, the -fust upset at-tfae>$1.7 
million U.S. Player’s Ltd. in- 
ternational tennis tourna- 
ment. 

In other matches, the No. 
13 seed, Aaron Krickstein, 
defeated fellow American 
Jeff Tarango 6-2, 6-2; Malivai 
Washington of the U.S. the 
14th seed, outlasted Baha- 
mian Mark Knowles 4-6, 6-3, 
6-4 and 16th-seeded German 
Karsten Brarasen eliminated 
Bobby Kokavec, 18, of Cana- 
da, 6-0, 6-4 in 57 minutes. 

“I tried my best and did 
everything I could,” said 
Kokavec, the 1993 Canadian 



Leeds set deadline for Skuhravy deal Rugby player cleared of killing 


LONDON (R) — English premier league dab Leeds have 
almost given up hope of signing Genoa’s Czech internation- 
al striker Tomas Skuhravy. Leeds Managing Director Bill 
Fotberby Monday extended the deadline for a deal until 
1600 GMT Tuesday but admitted: “I wOl be surprised if the 
transfer goes ahead.” After eight hours of a cogitations 
with the Italian chib’s President AJdo SpinhdK, Fotberby 
revealed a last-minuted bitch had left the three million 
pounds sterling ($4.5 million) transfer in jeopardy. “We 
have agreed everything with Skuhravy and Genoa but there 
b a fi na n cia l complication between the player and his 
dub,” be said. “If it is not resolved the transfer cannot go 
ahead." 

Moroccan player joins Sporting Lisbon 

NANTES, France (AFP) — Morocco international Nour- 



Sporting paid just _ 

million trances ($1.6 million) tor the 24-year-old. 

Laias gets Italian welcome... 

PADUA, Italay (AFP) — American World Cup defender 
Alexi Laias was welcomed by hundreds of Padua fans here 
Tuesday following a tug-of-war over the 24-year-old’s 
signature. L a bs looks set to join the newly-promoted Serie 
A side, despite the rival attentions of English sides 
Coventry and German team Bochum. Club president 
Sergio Gfordani, who is reported to have paid $200,000 for 
toe player for a year’s loan, said: “I'm sure he'll like it here. 
He’s more interested in the place than the money.” 

... and so will Dumitrescu 

PADUA (AFP) — Romanian international Hie D naritre s- 
ct also looks on the verge of joining Padua. The dub’s 
directors travelled to Steua Bucharest Monday and agreed 
terms with toe player but his fee has yet to be thrashed out. 

Effenberg wants to leave Italy 

ROME (AFP) — German international Stefan Effenbere 
sent home m disgrace from the World Cup for making an 
obscene gesture at fans, wants to leave Italian dub 
Fiorenaneafter reports it was set to sign Brazilian Mardo 
Santos. There won t be any room for me when he 
amves said mid-fiekler Effenberg. “My contract runs to 
1997 but I hope president Ceccni Gori wDI let me go— I've 


LONDON (AFP) — The first Rugby Union player in the 
171-year history of the game to be accused of killing a rival 
on the field, has been acquitted by a court. William Hardy, 
25, was charged with the manslaugter of Seaamuss LaveUe 
asa result of a dash during an amateur match in March last 
year. Lavelle died of head injuries two days after the 
incident, in which Hardy had allegedly “poieaxed” him 
wito an uppercut to the jaw. Hardy did not tospute he 
lashed out at 16-stone forward Lavelle during the ill- 
tempered encoutoer between Ins club Centaurs and Hea- 
don. Hmvever, his c laim of self-defence was accepted by an 
Old Bafley jury. Hardy said afterwards. TamrSfeved j 
have been cleared but I shall carry on grieving for him. I am 
still upset someone has died.” 

Rugby star fined for punch 

CHALON-SUR-SAONE, France (AFP) — Former 

arcnl Rodri & uez was fined 6,000 
JP unc j? n § ?“ opponent and breaking his 
jaw here on Tuesday. Rodriguez was charged with knock- 

? uring a match between U.S. Dax 
2? ® C Chacon September 26. The prosecuti n had also 
1 %? 3ay su *P cnded jail sentence but the court 
SSrilrffet hS?* ? OUld DOt 80 down 0n Rodriguez’s 

^ hearing he was not a violent player and had 

T 5 e ^ dge ^ toW tbe dubs were back on 
fr^ncHy terms and Picamefot and RC Chalon had with- 

Stog +** 15 ^nmdonab. 

Olympic medallists turn professional 

UmdEiS *' AF ? ~ , Can adians Isabelle Brassenr and 

Blackburn star’s injury misery 

T A\TT»rs»v / . ■ .. .. 

“—England international *' 
out of action for three montl 
lght foot. Batty * 

last seSon, waThave _ 

Sos] Campbell' 
lowefls have 


LONDON 
David Batty will U 
broken bone in his 

ssswssrassSE: 




under- 18 champion who suf- 
fered a stress fracture in his 
left leg 2 Vi months 
“These guys make you 
and they fight for every 
- point. I just hope to improve 
from this.” 

In other action Monday, 
Britain’s Jeremy Bates 
downed David Rfld of tile 
Czech Republic 6-3, 3-6, 6-1; # 
American Chock Adams de- 
feated Martin Damm of toe 
Czech Republic 3-6, 6-2, 6-3; 
Nigeria’s Sole Ladipo dims- 
ated American Jonathan 
Stark 7-5, 6-4; Sweden’s Tho- 
mas Envist downed Austrian 
Alex Antonitsch 6-1, 4-6, 7-5; 
and Italian Stefano Pescosoh- 
do defeated France’s Lionel 
Rout 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-3). 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
OJ. SSmpsoo’s lawyers and 
prosecutors sparred Monday 
over control over blood sam- 
ples, with the defence de- 
manding die right to indepen- 
dently analyse blood found at 
the murder scene and Simp- 
son's home. 

The judge first proposed a 
compromise, then' postponed 
a decision on the matter. 

“This goes to Mr. Simp- 
son’s right to due process, to 
equal protection, to have a 
faff look at the evidence so 
we can present our case to a 
jury in a fair manner,” said 
defence attorney Robert Sha- 
piro. 

The request was made at a 
bearing that marked Simp- 
son’s first appearance before 
superior court judge lance 
Bo, the judge assigned last 
week to hear Simpson's trail. 

, The judge declined to rule 
Monday, saying he needed 
testimony from expert wit- 
nesses on how much blood is 
needed for prosecutors to 
have proper tests. Another 
hearing was set for Friday. 

“I sense that this is critical 
evidence in the case,” he 
said. "The record is not com- 
plete here. I do not have 
enough scientific evidence to 
make a ruling at this point” 

- ltd proposed giving the de- 
fence access to 10 per cent of 
the samples, but delayed his 
decision after deputy district 
attorney Marcia Clark told 
him: "You are taking evi- 
dence out of our hands fore- 
ver." 

ho efid allow prosecutors to 
begin testing some blood 
Thursday at a lab in Mary- 
land, two days later than 
planned to give a defence 
expert time to get there to 
participate in the procedure. 
Ito left until later a decision 
on how to handle leftover 
samples. 

Prosecutors hope so-called 
genetic DNA fingerprinting 
and other tests on blood ana 
other physical evidence can 
tie the former football star to 



OJ. Simpson 

the June 12 deaths of his 
ex-wife Nicole Brown Simp- 
son and her friend Ronald 
Goldman. Defence lawyers 
hope independent tests will 
cast doubt on Simpson's 
guilt. 

The test results are to be 
compared with blood and 
hair samples taken from 
Simpson, 47, who has 
pleaded innocent to two 
counts of first-degree mur- 
der. 

Shapiro specifically asked 
for samples of blood drops 
found at Ms. Simpson’s 
home, blood on a glove at the 
condo, blood drops on the 
driveway and in the foyer of 
Simpson's estate, blood on 


the glove found behind his 
bouse and smudges on Simp- 
son's Bronco. 

Clark strongly objected to 
the request, saying in some 
cases there wasn^t enough 
blood to share without affect- 
ing the outcome of the highly 
sensitive DNA tests for gene- 
tic makeup. 

“What (defence) counsel is 
really trying to ao is com- 
promise the evidence,” be 
said. 

Even in a hearing on a 
subject as dry as scientific 
testing, there were sharp 
clashes between the prosecu- 
tion and defence. 

Shapiro called prosecutors 
“hypoaritical” in their con- 


tention they wanted to pre- 
serve evidence because they 
themselves had used up some 
of one sample before the 
preliminary hearing. 

Clark offered to let the 
defence’s own expert conduct 
some of the tests as logo as a 
prosecution expert witnessed 
the procedures. The defence 
didn’t respond to the offer. 

Ito, whose every move will 
be closely scrutimsed in the 
highly publicised case, hand- 
led the bearing in a relayed, 
businesslike fashion, even 
joking he was a little out his 
league in discussing DNA 
testing since the kind of sci- 
ence be studied in. college was 
political scientists call DNA 
• — deoxyribonucleic acid — 
defines each individual’s 'uni- 
que geoettic code. Some scien- 
tists greatest forensic break 
greatest forensic break- 
through since fingerprinting. 
Others argue it is subject to 
contamination and labora- 
tory error and cannot be 
trusted. 

Defence lawyers also plan- 
ned to ask prosecutors Mon- 
day to turn over nearly all 
their reports and leads. They 
claim that prosecutors were 
so eager to bag a celebrity, 
they overlooked information 
that would exonerate Simp- 
son. 

They asked for police re- 
ports on prowlers and burg- 
laries in Ms. Simpson's neigh- 
bourhood in tire six months 
before the slayings; a search 
of computer records for a 
match to unidentified finger- 
prints from the slaying scene; 
police reports of si milar un- 
solved killings in the state 
over the past year; and cri- 
minal histories of everyone 
involved in the case. 

They also asked to see re- 
ports of any internal inves- 
tigations involving detectives 
assigned to the case and hos- 
pital records on anyone bit- 
ten by a dog in the 24 boors 
after the deaths. Ms. Simp- 
son's dog led a neighbour to 
the bodies. 


Atlanta sets up housing for Olympic visitors 


ATLANTA (R) — A local 
property coalition Monday 
was given the job of assemb- 
ling a network of thousands 
of private homes and apart- 
ments for lease to visitors 
during the 1996 Olympic 
Games. 

The Atlanta Committee 
for - the Olympic Games 
(ACOG), the private non- 
profit group charged with 


organising the Olympics, 
named Private Housing 1996 
Inc. as the official private 
housing coordinator. 

Private Housing 1996, a 
corporation formed by lead- 
ing Atlanta real estate brok- 
ers and property developers, 
will put together an initial 
housing inventory offering 
6,000 beds to the so-called 
extended Olympic family, in- 


cluding journalists and busi- 
ness sponsors. 

“Meeting the needs of the 
Olympic family is our first 
priority. Beyond that, 
however, the door is wide 
open to assemble an even 
larger inventory of homes 
and apartments for lease to 
the general public when tick- 
ets go on sale next spring,” 
Private Housing 96 President 
Jerry Waisbaw said. 


Housing sites will generally 
conform to ACOG’s list of 
sports venues, set mainly 
near the Georgia cities of 
Atlanta, Savannah and 
Athens. 

Guest rates for homes 
range from $150 per bedroom 
per night for a 14-day stay in 
a house with a tax-assessed 
value of up to $110,000 to 
$425 per bedroom in homes 
valued at up to $600,000. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Saudis defended 

« 

over Games snub 


with an artificial game-forcing bid 
of two dubs. What action do you 
taka? 

A, — You certainly want to pre- 
empt— the question is how high? 
There’s no “correct" answer to this; 
ifs largely a matter of style. Our 
choice would be to bid four hearts 
andlat the opponents guess what to 
do at a very high level when they 
have not yet shown a real suit. Even 
a full-blooded five hearts would not 
be dot of line. 

QJ& — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*AJ87 9A8 096 *98543 

The bidding has proceeded: ' 

East South West North 

Paas Pass 10 1 V 

Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— A difficult problem. You have 
too much to keep silent, but no 
convenient bid. Since partner can 
peas your call, neither one spade 
nor two dubs is attractive. The best 
of a bad bunch is a raise to two 
hearts, even though you are a trump 
short for this action. Partner will 
not be disappointed when you con- 
tribute two aces to the cause. 


Q-6 — East-West vulnerable, as 
Sooth you hold: 

4KJ932 75 vlO 108764 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the- bidding- with one diamnnA, 
What action do you take? 

you have any regard for coin 
.Of the realm, you will pass. Not 
much harm can befall you if you 
overcall one spade. The problem 
«nnea when the opponents bid on 
and partner has a reasonable hand. 
He might get you too high, or dou- 
ble the opponents into game. 

Q.l — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
-hold: 


*942 7AKJ10 0Q7 *K852 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one chib- What 
action do you take? 

A. — You certainly want to enter 
the fray, but a takeout double has 
its flaws. With a poor three-card 
spade suit, you don't want partner 
to bid or lead spades and a one- 
diamond response also creates a 
problem. The solution is to bid your 
chunky heart suit, eves though it is 
only four cards long. 

Q_2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Void 75 C KQ109642 4AJ9S5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 O' Pass 

2 ? Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — A rebid of three dubs ou this 
sequence could have several mean- 
ings. depending on what you do 
next, but all are unequivocally fore- 

ingtQ gr qy n fl , ftj Tl CP hpnil Kaq tbo 
earmarks of a classic misfit, you 
want to dow the auction down. Re- 
bid three diamonds. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQ1076 TQJ8742 OVoid *Q3 
Do you open the bidding and, if so, 
in which suit? 

A. — This is a marginal hand, but 
possession of both major suits con- 
fers a huge tactical advantage. We 
would choose one spade for our ini- 
tial salvo, allowing us an easy rebid 
in beans. If we were to open one 
heart, we would have to snppret , 
our spade suit, since the hand isn't - 
strong enough for a reverse. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

■it 10 7-KQ97654 OVofo *105432 
Your right-hand opponent opens . 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Asian Football Confedera- 
tion General Secretary Peter 
Velappan Tuesday defended 
Saudi Arabia's decision not 
to send their World Cup side 
to the Asian Games in Octo- 
ber. 

The Saudi federation is to 
send an tmder-23 side to the 
October event in Japan. 

Velappan said: “You have 
to understand bow tired the 
World Cup squad is. They 
have basically been training 
since last October.” 

Velappan also said he pre- 
ferred seeing under-23 rather 
than national rides compete 
for the Asian Games. This is 


more in keeping with the age 
requirements for the Olym- 
pics football competition, he 
said. 

Hong Kong press reports 
said the side which defeated 
Belgium and Morocco on 
their way to the second round 
of the World Cup finals had 
“cheapened” the Asian 
Games. 

Velappan said the Saudi 
decision also conformed with 
the AFC’s determination to 
convince the OCA to switch 
the Asian Games from a 
national to under-23 level, in 
line with the Olympic’s foot- 
ball competition. 


PARIS (AFP) — German 
driver Michael Schumacher 
was stunned here Tuesday as 
Formula One ruling body 
FIA banned him from two 
Grand Prix and handed him a 
six-point penalty. 

Toe decision follows a con- 
troversial black flag incident 
in the British Grand Prix 
earlier this month — and 
looks set to throw the drivers' 
championship wide open. 

Runaway leader Schu- 
macher, who is now left with 
66 points to British driver 
Damon Hill’s 39, is almost 
certain to appeal against the 
verdict, which would allow 
him to drive in his home 
Grand Prix at Hockenbeiro 
Sunday. 

But the Benetton Ford star 
would then have to look on 
from the sidelines at the 
Hungarian (August 14) and 
Belgian (August 28) races, 
where (fill could pick up a 
maximum of 20 points and 
reignite the season. 

Schumacher, already fined 
$25,000 for the incident, was 
accused of ignoring a five- 
second stop-and-go penalty, 
foQowed by a black flag, at 
SilverstODe July 10 after he 
had overtaken Hill on the 
warm-up lap. 

The black flag meant dis- 
qualification but Benetton 
team chief Flavio Briatore — 
whose team have been fined 
$500,000 — convinced the 
race mar shalls there had been 
a misunderstanding. 

He explained Schumacher 
did not realise he had to stop 
and believed the penalty 
would be added onto his time 
at the end of the race. 

The German was forced 
into the pits but then allowed 
to continue, eventually 
finishing second — earning 
the six points which have now 
been docked — almost 19secs 
;bebind Hill. 

FIA president Max Mosley 
said: “Schumacher said he 
did not see the black flag. 
-The world council found tins 
explanation unacceptable.” 

Schumacher, who won six 
out of this season's eight 
races, is desperate to race at 
the German Grand Prix. He 
came third at Hockenbeim 
two years ago and took 


Bobby 

gets 

knighted 


LONDON (AFP) — Foot- 
ball legend Bobby Charlton 
was knighted by the Queen 
at Buckingham Palace 
Tuesday. 

And the man wbo won 
106 caps and played an 
inspirational role in the En- 
glish World Cup victory of 
1966, admitted: ’1 was far 
more nervous than when I* 
was playing for England.” 

He insisted that he 
should be called Sir Bobby 
rather than the more for- 
mal Sir Robert. 

The former Manchester 
United player, now a dub 
director, added: ‘‘The 
Queen was very charming. 
It was a wonderful day ana 
this is a tremendous hon- 
our. 

“You can’t plan for being 
honoured and this is for the 
game of football really.” 

Sir Bobby, 56, survived 
the 1958 Munich air disas- 
ter in which several of his 
Manchester United team- 
mates died and his record 
of 49 goals for England still 
stands. 



German Formula One driver Michael Schu- 
macher (right), flanked by Benetton's mana- 
ger, Flavio Briatore, arrive Tuesday at the 
International Automobile Federation (FIA) 
headquarters after being summoned by the 


Special World Council after Britain's Grand 
Prix in Silversfon. Below, Bri tains. Formula 
One Pilot Damon Hill arrives also at the FIA 
headquarters (AFP photos) 
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Bobby Charlton 

He was accompanied by 
his wife Nonna and daugh- 
ters Suzanne, a BBC TV 
weather forecaster, and 
Andrea. 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN UMM UTHEINAH 

Brand new with five bedrooms including a maid room, 330 
square metres, ground floor with a two-car garage and a 
private garden. 

Apartment has solar heating system. 

For more Information call: 862100 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Not Paid 

1989 V.W. JETTA, 68000 KMS, fully equipped. 
Available immediately. Canadian Embassy 666124 
Ext. 3300 


tsj * 81669 
Swelfiyeh : {( the most fashionable Restaurant in Airman, 
has added a new chef to its team. A short form Menu is now in English 
and is designed to a&ow tire guest a chance to chat with his waiter to 
order his exact choice of appetizers, salads, pastas, grill, and shrimps 

Oxd P/lyw- * teiff 

6*6eM***L*btth as fotufo* at (txoepC FrtfagsJ . 


We dared to give you the 
splendour ... 

We dare to give you the 
Best Deal in Town 


Total JD 10 incl Drinks for Lunch 


Total JD 12 incl Drinks for Dinner 
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second place last year. 

Hill himself avoided a 
sanction after being accused 
of stopping during his victory 
lap to pick up a Union Jade 
flag. Hill argued he had not 


stopped, merely slowed 
down. 

Two other drivers, Rubens 
Barrichello and Mike Hak- 
kinen, were given a sus- 


pended one-race ban after 
colliding on the final bend at 
Silverstone. That ban could 
be activated if they are guilty 
of further offences in the next 
three Grand Prix. 


Kiwi athlete 
escapes drugs ban 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — New Zealand Commonwealth Gaines 
hammer thrower Angus Cooper escaped a drugs ban when 
Athletic New Zealand (ANZ) cleared him of cheating here 
Monday. 

Cooper tested positive for banned substance pseud oephedrine 
at the national atheltic championship of Hamilton in March. 

But an ANZ tribunal ruled: ‘The tribunal was completely 
satisfied there was no attempt by Cooper to cheat or take a 
substance that was for the purpose of enhancing his perform-* 
ance.” 

Cooper took an over-the-counter treatment for cold or flu, the 
tribunal said. 

He took a nasal decongestant because he was suffering from a 
cold during the national championships and advised officials of 
the medication at the time. 

Pan of Cooper’s defence was that pseudoephedriue was not a 
substance banned by the International Amateur Athletics Federa- 
tion (IAAF). 

Although foe drug is not listed by name, ANZ decided that 
because it was so closely related to ephedrine, a named banned 
substance, it fell under the “chemically or pharmacologically 
related compounds,” definition put out by the IAAF. 

Under IAAF rules a three-month suspension was immediately 
imposed when Cooper first tested positive, that ban has now been 
served and Cooper is able to compete at the Commonwealth 
Games hi Victoria, Ca n ada, next month. 

Cooper will appeal against the ban at the IAAF arbitration 
panel. He is challenging the classification of pseudoephedrine as a 
performance-enhancing substance. 

aANZ’s three-man doping panel originally agreed to keep the 
names secret because it feared legal appeals. 


FOR RENT 

420 sqm ground Door in a villa for rent with garden — 
furnished or unfurnished. 

Location: 

Next door to the Indian ambassador’s residence — Jabal 
Amman (Hai Radwan), Third to Fourth Circle behind 
Zahran Palace. Spec, as follows: 

1 . Master bedroom with master bathroom, size: 6mX5m. 
bathroom size: 4mX2.5m. 

2. Bedroom size: 5.80mX4.5m. 

3. Bedroom size: 4mX4m. 

4. Bathroom 

5. Sitting room (family room) size: 6mX6m. with terrace. 

6. Entrance size: 5mX3m. 

7. Salon size: 14mX6.40m. 

8. Dining room size; 6mX5.5m. 

9. Kitchen size: 8mX5m. 

10. Guest bathroom. 

11. Big garden with one car garage. Water reservoir 100 
cubic metres, electricity operated window shutters. 

12. Accommodation for servant in the garden. 

There is possibility to rent the whole three-floor villa. 

For any information please call: 

Tel. 696607 — 641257 — 617622 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


INTERSECTION 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


Sharihan-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
Hussein Fahmi ,n 

Women’s market 
Arabic 

aws: 1230, 3:15, 5, 630. 8:30, 1030 p.m. 


CONCORD “1” 
Robin H ood 
Men In Tights 

CONCORD “2” 

_ get AWAY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8-JO. 10:30 


-1G1,. OKU 

AMMtOUN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 

Starting Aug. 1 the Political play 

“SAHRA KANAUNVEH 3 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabll A1 Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Today & Everyday 
AbicAwwad in social comedy 

“PUNCTURED BAG” 

* 

Present their pray: 

. WHAT a PEACE! 
(Salan* Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:o0 p.m. 

The theatre is dosed on Tue 
days. 
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Jordan says Oslo talks 
are no secret, part of 
multilateral decisions 


Jordan, PLO and Israel draw up 
terms of reference for regional study 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan on Tues- 
day rejected the characterisa- 
tion as secret of a round of 
talks it held with Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in Oslo, 
Norway, on water and said 
the meeting was part of the 
multilateral phase of the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Munther Haddadin, head 
of Jordan's team negotiating 
water-sharing in the region, 
also said the Oslo meeting 
did not produce any agree- 
ment but it approved the 
terms of reference for a 
Norwegian sponsored study 
on water institutions and laws 
and regulations related to wa- 
ter in the Middle East. 

“There is no truth to re- 
ports that the meeting pro- 
duced an agreement," Dr. 
Haddadin told the Jordan 
Times. “Nor was the meeting 
any secret." 

He was referring to reports 
in the Oslo media and also 
carried by some international 
agencies which described the 
talks as secret and implied 
that the discussions somehow 
run parallel to the negotia- 
tions on regional water- 
sharing held as part of the 
33-month-oId Arab-Israeli 


peace process. 

“The Norwegian govern- 
ment invited parties involved 
in the water negotiations to a 
meeting and we accepted and 
also contributed to die deli- 
berations and ontoome of the 
meeting," Dr. Haddadin 
said. “It was not a meeting of 
the steering group of the 
multilateral committee," be 


added. 

Dr. Haddadin said the 
meeting drew up the terms of 
reference for conducting a 
“regional comparative 
study," as called tor by the 
multilateral group on water 
when it met last in Muscat, 
Oman, in April. 

Zafer AJ Alejn and Ali 
Ghezawi, both members of 
the Jordanian delegation to 
the multilateral group, 
attended the meeting along 
with Riyadh A1 Khodary and 
Fadal Kawash from the 
Palestinian side and Avram 
Katz-Oz and Dan Baruch of 
Israel. 

A Norwegian press release 
identified the objective of the 
study project as providing 
“the participating parties 
with an overview of water 
management bodies, legal 
issues (such as water laws, 
rules and regulations), and 
economic issues (such as wa- 
ter supply economics and 
pricing)." 

“The study will serve as 
background information for 
all parties towards enhance- 
ment of future regional coop- 
eration in water manage- 
ment," it said. “Results of 
the study may also assist in 
the structuring of the newly 
established Palestinian Water 
Authority." 

In an implicit call on Syria 
and Lebanon, which have 
made their participation in 
the multilateral phase of the 
peace process on progress in 
their bilateral negotiations 
with Israel, the press release 
said: “The participation of 
Syria and Lebanon m particu- 
lar, and other interested par- 
ties in the Middle East would 


be welcomed.” 

The initiative is financed 
and sponsored by the Oslo 
government and helped by 
the World Foundation for 
Environment and 
Development-Oslo under the 
leadership of Professor J. 
MartinTrolldalen with assist- 
ance from Professor Just 
Gjessing from the University 
of Oslo. 


“Water is die symbol of 
progress and development, 
and wc must preserve it as a 
natural, god-given gift,” 
Prof. Trolldalen tdevtsioo. 
told Norway's NRK “Giving 
water away is almost impossi- 
ble." 


Dr. Haddadin emphasised 
that the workings of die Oslo 
meeting had no bearing on 
the bilateral Jordanian-Israeti 
negotiations on water- 
sharing. He noted that toe 
.two sides held their last meet- 
ing in Wadi Araba on their 
southern border last week. 

During that meeting, 
Israel, for toe first time, 
agreed to discuss Jordan’s de- 
mand for a fair share of the 
waters of toe Jordan and 
Yaimouk rivers in the north. 

The discussions will re- 
sume in early August. 


“It's going to be a very 
important step... to achieve 
understanding on water be- 
tween toe partners in toe 
Middle East,” Israeli dele- 
gate Katz-Oz told NRK. 

“Certainly we're still wait- 
ing for two other parties.... 
the Syrians and the 
Lebanese, to join us. If we 
achieve that... that will be a 
full answer for this very im- 
portant step here." he said. 


Israel-PLO talks resumed 


CAIRO (Agencies) 4 — Israel 
and the Palestinian Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) met 
Tuesday in Cairo to discuss 
transferring control of educa- 
tion and health to Palesti- 
nians throughout Israeli- 


occupied territory. 

“It is a test," Nabil Shaath, 
the Palestinians* chief nego- 
tiator, told reporters. “If we 
succeed today and tomorrow 
to transfer the authority of 
education and health... trans- 
fer of authority in every field 
will be easy.” 


Dr. Shaath referred to such 
areas as tourism, taxation 
and social welfare. Under the 
May accord giving Palesti- 
nians limited autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
transfer of these to PLO con- 
trol in the rest of the West 
Bank was to be negotiated. 

The talks on transfer of 
power were held for three 
days last week with both sides 
saying they were near agree- 
ment on education and would 
work on health this week. 


Riyad Zaanoun, health 
minister of the new Palestine 
Nation Authority (PNA) in 
Gaza and Jericho, said Tues- 
day that he hoped to con- 
vince Israel of the need to 
adopt a comprehensive 
health plan throughout the 
territories. 


He also said he was count- 
ing on the return to the West 
Bank and Gaza of exiled 
Palestinian doctors to help 
meet the pressing medical 
needs of the Palestinians. 

Dr. Shaath said security 
talks were delayed because 
Israeli negotiators were in 
Washington attending the 
summit between the Jorda- 
nian and Israeli leaders. 

Security issues include 
Palestinian prisoners, border 
crossing points, and the size 
of Jericho. 

The last round of talks 
stumbled over education, 
with the Palestinians deman- 
ding legislative and executive 
power in that field. 

• Israel wants to keep in 
place Jordanian and Egyptian 
education regulations, which 
are applied in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip respec- 
tively. 

Dr. Shaath held intense 
90-minute talks with Israeli 
delegation bead General 
Danny Rothschild, then the 
rest of the Israeli team before 
his own delegation m e mbers 
joined him. 

Details of the talks were 
not revealed. 

King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Monday signed an 
accord in Washington offi- 
cially ending 46 years of hos- 


tility. 

Dr. Shaath welcomed the 
joint declaration, calling it “a 
step towards a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement." 

He said the Palestinians 
“always believed” that their 
September 13 and May 4 
peace accords with Israel 
“were part of the comprehen- 
sive solution” to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Meanwhile Palestinian 
Economic minister Ahmad 
Qouriea said Tuesday that he 
had held “important" talks 
with Israeli economic nego- 
tiators on Sunday and Mon- 
day. 


“It was one of the most 
important meetings concern- 
ing toe implementation of the 
economic agreement," 
signed between Israel and toe 
PLO in Paris last April, Mr. 
Qouria told toe Cairo-based 
Voice of Arabs radio station. 

The two sides met in Vend 
Jericho, near the auton- 
omous town of Jericho, 
where they agreed to form 


eight sub-committees dealing 
with issues indedmg agricul- 
ture, trade, tourism, trans- 
port. banks and taxes. 

“The joint Palestinian- 
Israeli committee is working 
to remove difficulties and 
overcome economic prob- 
lems." Mr. Qouriea said. 


3 detained in connection 


with Buenos Aires blast 


BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — Authorities arrested 
two men and an Iranian 
woman Tuesday in the July 
IS bombing of a Jewish char- 
ity that killed at least 95 
people and injured some 250 
njore. official sources said. 

, Ten more people were still 
piissing and feared dead, offi- 
cials said. 

The woman was carrying 
an altered passport when she 
was arrested at Ezeiza inter- 
national airport, according to 
federal police sources quoted 
by Telam. the state news 
agency. 

One of the men detained 
reportedly sold the van used 
in the car bombing of the 
seven-storey Argentine Jew- 
ish Mutual Association build- 
ing. The identities of the 
toree were not immediately 
Released, and there was no 
information disclosed about 
the third suspect. 

T Foreign Minister Guido Di 
Jella will meet with the U-N. 
Security Council on Thursday 
jp provide details of toe 
.bombing and the investiga- 
tion under way, officials said. 

Mr. Di Telia, in a closed- 
;door session, will ask the 


council members for a show 
of solidarity in condemning 
the attack. 

Accompanying Mr. Di Tel- 
ia to the United Nations will 
be Deputy Foreign Minister 
Fernando Petrella, who met 
here for two hours Monday 
with Iranian Ambassador 
Hadi Soleiman Pour. 

Besides Mr. Soleiman, the 
ambassadors of Lebanon and 
Syria also met Monday with 
foreign ministry officials. 

A fundamentalist Islamic 
group Ansarollah issued a 
statement referring to the 
attack late Friday that men- 
tioned Monday's bombing as 
well as an attack Tuesday on 
a Panamanian commuter 
plane that killed 21 people, 
including 12 Jewish business- 
men. 

But the statement did not 
directly claim responsibility 
for the two attacks. 

Nor is there any estab- 
lished link between Ansarol- 
lah and better-known 
Iranian-backed groups like 
Hizbollah. 

The foreign ministry said it 
was maintaining contacts 
with the Iranian government 
on the case, and was not 


currently considering any di- 
plomatic steps against Iran as 
investigators reportedly were 
looking into an Iranian lead 
m the case, in Venezuela. 

Meanwhile Panama Presi- 
dent Guillermo Endara was 
quoted as saying Tuesday 
U.S. and Panamanian inves- 
tigators have concluded that 
a bomb caused the plane 
crash last week that killed 21 
people. 

The Panama-America 
newspaper quoted Mr. En- 
dara as saying investigators 
had “definitively" concluded 
a bomb caused toe commuter 
plane to explode in mid-air 
shortly after takeoff from the 
Atlantic port city of Colon, 
frillin g all 21 on board. 

Mr. Endara said suspicion 
is focused on an unidentified 
victim of last week’s crash 
who officials believe is from 
Lebanon. Officials in the 
president's office were not 
immediately available for 
comment on the report. 


Panamanian investigators 
id in a statement late Mon- 


said in a statement late Mon- 
day that the explosion that 
brought down the plane ori- 
ginated beneath one of the 
plane's seats. 



WHITE HOUSE DINNER: Heir Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor with U.S. PraHa l B31 Clinton (left) and 
First Lady Hfflary Clinton (third from right), and Israeli 


Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Us wife Leah Rabin at 
toe White House late Monday attending a dinner hosted by 
toe Clintons (AFP photo) 


Car-bomb explodes near London Israeli embassy 


LONDON (AP) — A bomb 
hidden in a car shattered the 
Israeli embassy Tuesday and 
broke windows in surround- 
ing buildings and a royal 
palace. At least 15 people 
were treated for injuries but 
nc one was lolled, police 
said. 

“It was such a huge, huge 
explosion, parts of the budd- 
ing just collapsed,” said 
Racbel Gordon, who works 
in the embassy’s press office. 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman said: “Anti-terrorist 
branch officers have con- 
firmed that the explosion 
appears to have been caused 
by an explosive device in a 
motor vehicle.” She said all 
the Injuries were minor. 

No one immediately 
claimed response bihty. 

Scotland Yard said the car, 
which was destroyed, had 
been parked on a grassy area 
at the front of the embassy 
along Palace Green, a street 
that runs past the palace. 

The blast came a day after 
Jordan and Israel officially 
ended decades of hostility at 


a ceremony in Washington, 
and eight days after a bomb 
at a Jewish centre in Buenos 


Aires, Argentina killed 80 
people. Officials suspect 


people. Officials suspect 
ultranationab'sts or Middle 
Eastern groups in that attack. 

“When we beard the ex- 
plosion we immediately laid 
down on the floor,” said 
Amir Maimon, the second 
secretary at the embassy. 

“Right afterwards we 
evacuated people from toe 
embassy to Hyde Park and 
sent people home," Mr. 
Maimon said. “There was no 
panic. Everything is under 
control and thank God we 
are ail alive." 

Steve Partridge, who said 
he was about 20 metres from 
the explosion, said toe street 
“was frill of bits of vehicle.” 

“It felt like bits of glass 
were flying everywhere. All 
the windows in the surround- 
ing buildings were smashed 
out,” said Mr. Partridge. 

Peter Seabrigbt, who 
works at the Royal Gardens 
Hotel near the embassy, said 
the Israeli building had been 


heavily damaged. “It was like 
one stoiy was on top of toe 
other,” be said. 

Police kept reporters and 
cameras well away from toe* 

building. 

The embassy and sur- 
rounding buildings were 
evacuated and police cor- 
doned off the area. Some 
people sat on toe sidewalk of 
Kensington High Street, a 
busy commercial area, trying 
to keep working with pocket 
calculators. 

Witnesses reported seeing 
a plume of smoke, but the 
London fire brigade said 
there was no fire. 

Boaz Modai, a spokesman 
in the situation room at the 
Israeli foreign ministry said 
on Israel radio that three 
embassy employees were 
lightly injured. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that we face a wave of 
extreme Islamic radical 
movements in the Arab- 
Muslim countries," Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said in an interview 
with NBC News in the Un- 


ited States. 

“They have the infrastruc- 
ture all over toe world, in the 
United States, in Europe, in 
Latin America," Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Michael Whine, defence 
director of toe Bond of De- 
puties of British Jews, said 
die group had approached 
police last week askitig that 
they ban parking outside 
Jewish buildings. He said 
there had been no response. 

The Israeli embassy, which 
formerly belonged to a 
famous Anglo- Jewish family, 
the Montefiores, is protected 
by a high gate. Visitors are 
only allowed in after speak- 
ing through an intercom. 

There is a police sentry box 
at the entrance to Palace 
Green and officers check all 
viators. Plainclothes Israeli 
security officers were on toe 
sidewalk, and uniformed 
London bobbies stand across 
the street. 

S imilar precautions are en- 
forced at the consular sec- 
tion, at the rear of toe embas- 
sy. 


Attas visits Cairo ahead of Geneva talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A top 
southern Yemeni leader ar- 
rived Tuesday to meet with 
Egyptian officials ahead of 
this week's reconciliation 
talks in Switzerland between 
toe northern-led government 
and toe defeated south. 


Haider Abu Bafcr Al 
Attas, who is also a former 
prime minister of the united 
Yemen, was expected to 
meet with foreign minister 
Amr Musa. 


amnesty. 

The two states merged four 
years ago in a move that was 
welcomed by toe population. 
But toe two armies were nev- 
er fully merged and toe sides' 
politicians could not agree on 
the division of power be- 
tween leaders from toe con- 
servative north and the 
socialist south. 


“We have a lot of propos- 
als. If toe north is really keen 
to come to peace and stability 
it can work,” he said. 


Mr. Attas will lead the 
separatists' delegation to 
Thursday's talks in Geneva 
with his former foes in meet- 
ings that will be attended by 
U.N. special envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi. 


A U.N. statement said the 
two sides would meet on 
Thursday under Mr. Ibrahi- 
mi, who is trying to restore 
peace to Yemen after toe 
civil war. 


A senior Yemeni govern- 
ment official, Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani, said toe talks 
were the continuation of 
those between Dr. Iryani and 
Mr. Attas held in New York 
while die war was still on. 


The two-month war broke 
out May 4 after months of 
feuding between President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh and toe 
southern leader, Ali Salem 
Al Beidh, over toe pace of 
integration between toe for- 
mer North and south Yemen. 


“The object of the meeting 
is to explore the possibility of 
engaging upon a worthy and 
reasonable political dialogue 
in a spirit of mutual respect," 
toe statement said. 


U.N. spokeswoman There- 
se Gastaut said toe • talks, 
which were being held at toe 
request of toe parties them- 
selves, were “exploratory" 
and would probably last two 
or three days. 


After their defeat earlier 
this month, toe top south- 
erners — including Mr. 
Beidh — fled to Oman taking 
with them warplanes, 
warships and military vehi- 
cles that Sanaa now wants 
baric. 


The government will be 
represented by Abdul Karim 
Al Iryani, minister for plan- 
ning and development, and 
Abdullah Saleh Al Ashtal, 
ambassador to toe United 
Nations. 


A leader of toe southern 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) 
Monday accused toe govern- 
ment and Islamic parties of 
carrying out reprisals against 
YSP members who stayed in 
Yemen at toe end of toe dvfl 
war. 


The south will be repre- 
sented by. Mr. Attas and 
Abdullah Al Asnag. 


President Saleh, a north- 
erner, has declared a general 


Mr. Attas told Reuters m 
Abu Dhabi on Monday that 
he hoped the Geneva talks 
could "lay down the peace” 
for future negotiations be- 
tween the two sides. 


"Our property has been 
confiscated and destroyed, 
our budget is frozen and our 
members are afraid," YSP 
Member of Parliament Ali 
Saleh Obad Mokbel said. 

Mr. Mokbel, one of four 
YSP pqlitburo members who 
stayed in Sanaa, added: “We 
can’t even publish a newspap- 
er because toe government 
took onr printing presses 
away.” 

Mr. Mokbel, who comes 


from toe southern city of 
Zmjibar, said his homes in 
Aden and Zmjibar had occu- 
pied by northerners since toe 
war. 

He said YSP members 
were expecting further “sub- 
tle reprisals'’ like losing their 
jobs. 

But he said: “The chief 
problem is the crusade 
against us," from toe Islamic 
Al Islah party. 

Al Islah is part of toe ruling 
coalition in Sanaa, along with 
toe YSP and Mr. Saleh's 
General People’s Congress. 
Its leading theorist is Abdul 
Majid Zandani, a member of 
the presidential council. 

“Sheikh Zandani continues 
to call us infidels and he and 
other imams (prayer leaders) 
tell toe masses on Fridays 
that we do things prohibited 
by Islam,” said Mr. Mokbel. 

“Every Friday religious 
leaders speak out against 
socialists. It really is like a 
crusade." 

Mr. Mokbel also said that 
thousands of Yemeni soldiers 
in exile should be allowed to 
return to Yemen. 

He estimated that over 
15,000 Yemeni soldiers are in 
exile, most in Oman and 
Saudi Arabia. Some 200 ex- 
iled soldiers have been 
allowed to return to Yemen 
already but much more had 
to be done, he said. 


Israel seals off 2 Lebanese villages 


NABATIYEH,, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — The Israeli 
army on Tuesday erected a 
wall of sand around two vil- 
lages in South Lebanon in 
apparent revenge for guerril- 
la attacks that killed an offic- 
er and wounded 13 soldiers. 

Israel also warned of 
“painful” reprisals against 
toe Hizbollah group, which 
claimed responsibility for 
Monday's attacks which were 
followed by an Israeli air raid 
on Hizbollah strongholds in 
South Lebanon. 

The latest surge in violence 
came a week after the July 18 
bombing of a Jewish .charity 
in Betinos Aires, which killed 
at least 89 people. 

Israel blamed' Hizbollah 
and Iran for the bombing and 
warned of reprisals, although 
both sides denied any in- 
volvement. 

"Our reaction wfl] be cons- 
idered put painful for Hizbol- 
lah,” Israel’s military coordi- 
nator for South Lebanon, Uri 


Lubrani, said on Israeli milit- 
ary radio after Monday's 
attacks. 

He accused Iran on sup- 
plying weapons and giving 
instructions to toe Hizbollah 
aimed at undermining toe 
Middle East peace process 
and charged that Syria had 
the means to rein in toe 
guerrillas “if it so wishes." 

According to Lebanese 
police, around '30 soldiers 
backed by a Merkava tank 
and bulldozer moved two 
kilometres north of Israel’s 
seif-dedared “security zone" 
in South Lebanon. 

The soldiers built an earth 
embankement on the road 
linking Yohmor and Amun 
with Nabatiyeh. toe main 
town of South Lebanon, and 
the rest of the country, police- 
said. 

The two villages face toe 
sector where Hizbollah guer- 
rillas killed an Israeli officer 
and wounded 13 soldiers, one 
of them seriously, on Mon- 


day. 

Around 12 militiamen 
from Israel's South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia armed 
with machine-guns mean- 
while strafed a valley north of 
toe "security zone,” used by 
Hizbollah guerrillas to carry 
out attacks, police said. 

The operation lasted near- 
ly two hours but there were 
no casualties, police added. 

In March toe Israeli army 
had imposed a similar block- 
ade on Yohmor and Aniun, 
isolating for three days the 
250 families who live there, in 
reprisal for an anti-Israeli 
attack. 

On Saturday Israeli troops 
also abducted a Yohmor resi- 
dent. Qassem Rihan, on the 
Nabatiyeh-Arnnn- Yohmor 
road, accusing him of spying 
for Hizbollah. His relatives 
denied toe charges. 

Security sources reported 
that SLA members on Mon- 
day blew up Mr. Rihan’s 
house in Yohmor with explo- 


sives. 

Yohmor residents who 
could not reach their village 
20 kilometres northeast of 
Nabatiyeh, staged a sit-in 
outside toe local office of the 
International Committee of 
toe Red Cross in this market 
town. They issued a state- 
ment calling on international 
organisations to intercede 
with the Israelis to lift the 
siege. 

Hizbollah was on max- 
imum alert Tuesday. 

Hizbollah disclosed that a 
guerrilla was killed in one of 
toe attacks in Israel’s self- 
2one ” in 

South Lebanon. Five 
Lebanese civilians were also 
reported wounded in artillery 
duels that followed. 

went on max- 
0ven ?8 ht Mon- 
several guerrilla 
leaders evacuated their 
1 “ of reprisals. 



Out goes the dull 
old registry 
office in U.K. 


LONDON (R) — Britons 
who eschew romantic church 
weddings will no longer be 
doomed to marry instead in 
soulless state offices, parlia- 
ment has decided. The House 
of Lords passed a bill allow- 
ing hotels, stately homes or 
other suitably respectable 
places to host civil weddings, 
which now may only take 
place at a registry office. Brit- 
ish church weddings, recog- 
nised as legal by the state, 
have been proving a big 
attraction among American 
tourists this summer follow- 
ing toe U.S. success of the 
comedy film Four Weddings 
And A Funeral. But British - 
couples who forego them 
have until now also had to 
lose much of the pageantry of 
their wedding day. Backing 
toe act. Baroness Jay told her 
lord and lady colleagues in 
the unelected house that she 
married four months ago “in 
a typically antiseptic 1950s £ 
registry office.” Baroness 
Jay, 55, said the lighting had 
been "unattractively fluores- 
cent — even for brides many 
years younger than I am” and 
prominent signs for nearby 
toilets had hung from the 
walls. But the act’s advocates 
reassured their tradition- 
bound colleagues it would 
certainly not lead to “Las 
Vegas-style wedding par- 
lours" popping up across the 
land. 


World population 
may jump 
one-third by 2025 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
population of toe world could 
soar by three billion people 
— from six billion now 10 
nine billion people — in 31 
years, a population report 
sad. The Population Reference 
Bureau, which keeps 
tabs on population growth, 
said the new estimate by an 
Austrian scientist, Wolfgang 
Lutz, is about 500 million 
people more than projected 
earlier by the World Bank 
and the United Nations for 
the year 2025. Mr. Lutz’s 
research at Austria's Interna- 
tional Institute for Applied 
Sciences predicts higher fer- 
tility in Africa and other de- 
veloping nations than did toe 
World Bank and United Na- 
tions, which partly ■ accounts 
for his higher prediction, the 
Population ^Reference 
Bureau, a private organisa- 
tion, said. 


Islamic preacher 
held for kissing 
women’s navels 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
A self-styled Islamic preadier 
has been detained in 
Malaysia for kissing the 
navels of his women follow- 
ers as a "graduation” ritual, 
toe New Straits Times re- 
ported Tuesday. Tie Islamic 
Religious Department in 
Malaysia's southern state of 
Johor picked up the unidenti- 
fied Indonesian Monday after 
a ' husband complained his 
wife had given all their 
money to him. At least 40 
women, most of them gov- 
ernment workers, have been 
identified as followers, said 
Shafiee Hashim, the Reli- 
gious Department’s director. 
He said the women refused to 
cooperate. "It’s as if they are 
under a spell,” the newspap- 
er quoted Mr. Shafiee as 
saying, adding the preacher 
will be prosecuted in an Isla- 
mic court. 


Taiwan accepts 
women in army, 
navy schools 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s 
anny and navy academies will 
admit women students this 
year for the first time, the 
Defence Ministry' said Tues- 
day. “This is a progressive 
decision because we all know 
women are as capable as 
men," a ministry spokesman 
said by telephone. Fewer 
men are applying to enter 
military schools while the 
number of women interested 
in becoming soldiers has in- 
^rcased in recent years, he 
said. A total of 35 women will 
he accepted in the army and 
navy academies this year, and 
the air force academy will 
open to women soon, he said- 
Women are already tfetog 
trained at the military’s poli- 
frcal strategy school and most 
work as teachers but do not 
see active- service. It was un- 
clear whether the military’s 
nrst women students would 
become soldiers. 
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